KAWERAU
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Te Kaunihera a rohe o Kawerau
TAONGA O TE WHENUA - TREASURE OF THE LAND

The Ordinary Meeting of the
Kawerau District Council will be held
on Wednesday 26 March 2025
In the Council Chambers
commencing at 9.00am

AGENDA



GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC FORUM AT MEETINGS

A period of thirty minutes is set aside for a public forum at the start of each Ordinary
Council or Standing Committee meeting, which is open to the public. This period may be
extended on by a vote by members.

Speakers may address meetings on any subject. However, issues raised must not
include those subject to legal consideration, or be issues, which are confidential,
personal, or the subject of a formal hearing.

Each speaker during the public forum is permitted to speak for a maximum of three
minutes. However, the Chairperson has the discretion to extend the speaking time.

Standing Orders are suspended for the duration of the public forum.

Council and Committees, at the conclusion of the public forum, may decide to take
appropriate action on any of the issues raised.

With the permission of the Chairperson, members may ask questions of speakers
during the period reserved for public forum. Questions by members are to be confined
to obtaining information or clarification on matters raised by the speaker.
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The Ordinary Meeting of the Kawerau District Council
will be held on Wednesday 26 March 2025
in the Council Chambers commencing at 9.00am

AGENDA

Karakia Timatanga | Opening Prayer

Apologies

Leave of Absence

Declarations of Conflict of Interest

Any member having a “conflict of interest” with an item on the Agenda should declare it, and
when that item is being considered, abstain from any discussion or voting. The member may
wish to remove themselves from the meeting while the item is being considered.

Meeting Notices

Nga Mihimihi | Acknowledgements

Public Forum

CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES

8.1 Ordinary Council —26 February 2025

Pgs.1-9
Recommendation

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 26 February 2025 be confirmed
as a true and accurate record.

RECEIPT OF COMMITTEE MINUTES

9.1 Regulatory and Services Committee Meeting — 12 March 2025

Pgs.10-13
Recommendation

That the Minutes of the Regulatory and Services Committee meeting held on 12 March 2025
be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Her Worship the Mayor’s Report (101400)

Pgs. 14 - 16
Recommendation

That Her Worship the Mayor’s report for the period Thursday 20 February 2025 to
Wednesday 19 March 2025, be received.
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Action Schedule (101120)

Pgs. 17 - 22
Recommendation

That the updated Action Schedule of resolutions/actions requested by Council be received.

Raising a $4.0 million renewal loan (2025) from Local Government Funding Agency
(Financial Accountant) (206700)

Pgs. 23 - 27
Attached is a report from the Financial Accountant covering Raising a $4.0 million renewal
loan (2025) from Local Government Funding Agency.
Recommendations

1. That the report “Raising a $4.0 million renewal loan (2025) from Local Government
Funding Agency” be received.

2. That Council approves the raising of $4.0 million fixed term for a period to 20 April 2029.
3. That Council delegates the Chief Executive authority to execute all the necessary

documents for the raising of this loan.

Overview of Elections and Order of Candidates’ Names (Communications and
Engagement Manager) (101287)

Pgs. 28 - 42

Attached is a report from the Communications and Engagement Manager covering
Overview of Elections and Order of Candidates’ Names.
Recommendations
1. That the report “Overview of Elections and Order of Candidates’ Names” be received.
2. That Council resolves for the 2025 triennial election, to adopt either

a. The alphabetical order of candidates’ names OR

b. The pseudo-random order of candidates’ names OR

c. The random order of candidates’ names

as permitted under regulation 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001.

Adoption of Council’s Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment (Group Manager
Finance and Corporate Services) (201300)

Pgs. 43 - 51
Attached is a report from the Group Manager Finance and Corporate Services covering
Adoption of Council’s Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment.
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Recommendations

1. That the report “Adoption of Council’s Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment”’ be
received.

2. That Council adopt the “Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment” as proposed in

Appendix A.

Receipt of Submissions, Deliberations and Adoption of the Easter Sunday Shop
Trading Policy (Group Manager, Requlatory and Planning) (110800)

Pgs. 52 - 64
Attached is a report from the Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning covering Receipt of
Submissions, Deliberations and Adoption of the Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy.

Recommendations

1. That the report “Receipt of Submissions, Deliberations and Adoption of the Easter
Sunday Shop Trading Policy” be received.

2. That Council receive the submissions.
3. That Council deliberates on the Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy; and

4. That Council resolves to adopt the Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2025 effective
from 31 March 2025; and

5. That Council authorises the Group Manager Regulatory and Planning to make any
necessary minor edits or changes to reflect decisions made by Council at the meeting.

Adoption of the Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments to the Reserve
Management Plan (Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning) (320400)

Pgs. 65 - 114
Attached is a report from the Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning covering Adoption
of the Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments to the Reserve Management Plan.

Recommendations

1. That the report “Adoption of the Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments to the
Reserve Management Plan” be received.

2. That Council confirms the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw is the most appropriate
way to manage freedom camping in Kawerau.

3. That Council confirms the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw as attached
i) Isin the most appropriate form of the Bylaw; and
i) Does not give rise to any implications under, and is not inconsistent with, the

New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990.

4. That Council resolves to adopt the Freedom Camping Bylaw 2025 pursuant to section
11 of the Freedom Camping Act 2011.
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5. That Council authorises the Group Manager Regulatory and Planning to make any
necessary minor drafting or presentation amendments to the Freedom Camping Bylaw
to correct errors or omissions, or to reflect decisions made by Council during the
meeting to adopt the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

6. That Council approves the commencement for the Freedom Camping Bylaw to be 1
April 2025.

7. That Council resolves to adopt the proposed changes to the Reserves Management
Plan for consistency with the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

8. That Council adopts the fees and charges as proposed, or as determined by Council,

for prior consent applications.

Proposed Budget Overview and Rates for Long Term Plan 2025-2034 (Group Manager,
Finance and Corporate Services) (201600)

Pgs. 115-123
Attached is a report from the Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services covering
Proposed Budget Overview and Rates for Long Term Plan 2025-2034.

Recommendations

1. That the report “Proposed Budget Overview and Rates for the Long Term Plan 2025-
2034 be received.

2. That Council adopt the draft budget 2025/26 and the proposed rates for inclusion in
the preparation of the Long Term Plan Consultation Document which will be adopted
by Council on 9 April 2025.

Adoption of Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement Policies for Consultation
(Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services) (110551)

Pgs. 124 - 148
Attached is a report from the Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services covering
Adoption of Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement Policies for Consultation.

Recommendations

1. That the report “Adoption of Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement Policies for
Consuiltation” be received.

2. That Council adopts the following Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement policies for
public consultation as part of the Long Term Plan Consultation process:

Rates relief for farm properties

Rates relief for developments

Rates remission and postponement policy for Maori freehold land

Rates penalty remission policy

Rates remission for Sport, Recreation and Community Organisations Leasing
Council Land.

e Rates remission for Boundary Reorganisation Properties

3. That Council confirm the removal of the remission policy for High Value Properties,
which will no longer apply from 1 July 2025.
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Exclusion of the Public

Recommendation

That the public is excluded from the following part of the proceedings of this meeting,
namely:

1. Minutes for Confidential Meeting Held on 26 February 2025
2. Zone 5 and 6 Renewal

The general subject of the matter to be considered while the public is excluded; the reason
for passing this resolution in relation to the matter, and the specific grounds under Section
48(1) of the Local Government Information & Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this
resolution is as follows:

General Subject of the
matter to be considered

Reason for passing this
resolution in relation to
each matter

Ground(s) under section 48(1)
for the passing of this
resolution

1. Minutes for
Confidential Meeting
Held on 26 February
2025

2. Zone 5 and 6 Renewal

Maintain the effective
conduct of public affairs
through the free and frank
expression of opinions.

That the public conduct of the
relevant part of the proceedings of
the meeting would be likely to
result in the disclosure of
information for which good reason
for withholding exists.

Section 48 (1) (a) (i)

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1) (a) of the Local Government Official
Information & Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section

7 (2) (b) (i) of that Act.

Karakia Whakamutunga | Closing Prayer

M Godfery
Chief Executive Officer

Z\\kdccv\Working\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Agenda's\Council Agenda 2025.03.26.docx







Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Kawerau District Council
held on Wednesday 26 February 2025
in the Council Chamber commencing at 9.00am

Present: Her Worship the Mayor F K N Tunui
Deputy Mayor A Rangihika
Councillor C J lon
Councillor R Andrews
Councillor W Godfery
Councillor B Julian
Councillor S Kingi
Councillor R G K Savage

In Attendance: Chief Executive Officer (M Godfery)
Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services (L Butler)
Group Manager, Operations and Services (R Nel)
Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning (M Glaspey)
Communications & Engagement Manager (T Humberstone)
Economic and Development Manager (L Barton)
Administration Officer (L Kerei)

Karakia Timatanga | Opening Prayer

Pastor Mark Kingi opened the meeting with a prayer.
Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillor Ross.

Deputy Mayor Rangihika / Councillor lon
CARREID

Leave of Absence

No Leave of Absence were received.

Declarations of Conflict of Interest

No Declarations of Conflict of Interest were received.

Meeting Notices

Chief Executive Officer gave the following meeting notices:

e Advised that the Local Water Done Well report in the Confidential Agenda is
seeking a decision from Elected Members to go out to the Community for
consultation.



o Department of Internal Affairs has directed Kawerau District Council that the
attachment in the Eastern Bay of Plenty (EBOP) Regional Deals report be
confidential. This is why the report is in the Confidential Agenda.

e For both, Local Water Done Well and EBOP Regional Deals, Kawerau District
Council will release to the public Council’s advice.

Nga Mihimihi | Acknowledgements

Her Worship the Mayor sends her aroha | love to all in the community that have lost
loved ones and gives her well wishes to all on behalf of Council.

Public Forum

Brett Pacey raised the following concerns and proposal:

e The condition of footpath along River Road from Tamarangi Drive to Freyberg
Street is deteriorating and requires attention.

e Proposed having a dog park on Boycie Park and an area for freedom camping
as it is a spacious reserve that currently receives no attention.

e The bank for Tarawera River is starting to encroach close to Boyce Park. There
are also trees in the river that need to be attended to. Mr Pacey acknowledges
that this issue needs to be raised with the Bay of Plenty Regional Council but
has found it hard to contact them.

Elected Members thanked Brett for coming in and raising his concerns and giving his
proposal of the dog park.

Andre van Schalkwyk raised the following concerns:

e The past 14 months Andre has had on-going problems with neighbouring dogs.
The problems are dogs continuously barking and the number of dogs that reside
on the property. He has made numerous complaints to Council’s dog control
team regarding the barking but there has been no resolution. This is starting to
affect his business as guests complain also.

e The disproportionate rates increase of property, 2-4 Parimahana Drive. The level
of increase is not reflective of market conditions and must be reviewed and
decreased for market-related fairness.

Elected Members acknowledged Andre for bringing these concerns to the Council
Meeting and they hear his frustration, also gave appreciation of his use of Te Reo
Maori.

Chief Executive Officer proposed to meet with Andre on Monday 3 March to discuss
his on-going dog related problems.

Vernette Shelfield raised the following concerns:

¢ Requested a small walkway in the freedom camping area at Firmin Lodge to get
from the car park to the toilet block. There is currently wooden railing that people
must step over to go to the other side.



e There are no lights in the toilets at Firmin Field at night for freedom campers.
Also, there are continuous issues with the toilet seats.

Her Worship the Mayor expressed her gratitude to Vernette for her time, concerns and
proposed solutions. A follow up from Council staff will be done.

Hugh Ellis raised the following concerns:

e When a dog complaint is made there is no follow up with the complainant.
e Having portable dwellings on the front of the properties.

Chief Executive Officer gave an explanation on the legislation and process on dog
complaints. He would like to meet with Hugh to discuss the particulars.

Wayne Andrews raised the following concerns:

e There are contractors on the corner of Onslow and Fenton Street that have
exceeded the time that the work was expected to finish. Wayne’s query was, are
the ratepayers liable for double paying the contractors when they go over the
expected timeframe.

Group Manager, Operations and Services advised that in the contract there are
clauses that cover anomalies. The job is quality inspected by Council and can request
the contract to redo it. There are contingencies that cover over run that is in the
contract, but some expenses fall back on the contractor.

CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL MINUTES

8.1 Extraordinary Council — 4 December 2024

9.54am Councillor Godfery departed from the meeting.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 4 December 2024 is
confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Councillors Julian / Savage
CARRIED

8.2 Ordinary Council — 18 December 2024

Resolved

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 18 December 2024 is
confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Deputy Mayor Rangihika / Councillor Kingi
CARRIED

9.56am Councillor Godfery returned to the meeting.



8.3 Extraordinary Council — 12 February 2025

To be noted in the minutes that this meeting was an audio recording only due to
technical issues.

Resolved

That the minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 12 February 2025 is
confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Councillors Kingi / Savage
CARRIED

CONFIRMATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES

9.1 Audit and Risk Committee Meeting — 9 December 2024

Resolved

That the minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting held on 9 December 2024
is confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Councillors lon / Julian
CARRIED

9.2 Requlatory and Services Committee Meeting — 11 December 2024

Amendment to item 6, second action item. Remove ‘and including apologise around
system issues’.

Resolved

That the minutes of the Regulatory and Services Committee Meeting held on 11
December 2024 is confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Councillors lon / Kingi
CARRIED

9.3 Audit and Risk Committee Meeting — 10 February 2025

To be noted in the minutes that this meeting was an audio recording only due to
technical issues.

Resolved

That the minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting held on 10 February 2025
is confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Councillors Julian / lon
CARRIED
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9.4 Requlatory and Services Committee Meeting — 12 February 2024

To be noted in the minutes that this meeting was an audio recording only due to
technical issues.

Resolved

That the minutes of the Regulatory and Services Committee Meeting held on 12
February 2025 is confirmed as a true and accurate record.

Councillor lon / Deputy Mayor Rangihika
CARRIED

CONFIRMATION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES

10.1 BOP Mayoral Forum — 12 December 2024

Resolved

That the minutes of the BOP Mayoral Forum meeting held on 12 December 2024 be
received.

Her Worship the Mayor / Councillors Godfery
CARRIED

10.2 BOP Civil Defence Emergency Management — 13 December 2024

Resolved

That the minutes of the BOP Civil Defence Emergency Management Committee
meeting held on 13 December 2024 be received.

Councillors Julian / Savage
CARRIED

10.3 BOP Regional Transport Committee — 13 December 2024

Resolved

That the minutes of the BOP Regional Transport Committee meeting held on 13
December 2024 be received.

Deputy Mayor Rangihika / Councillors Andrews
CARRIED
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Her Worship the Mayor’s Report

Resolved

That Her Worship the Mayor’s report for the period Thursday 19 December 2024 to
Wednesday 19 February 2025 is received.

Her Worship the Mayor / Councillor Kingi
CARRIED

Action Schedule (Chief Executive) (101120)

Chief Executive Officer update:

e Comms did go out to the public in regards to how permits for Tarawera Falls
work and who makes it accessible.

e There is no estimated date for when a report will be added to the Council
meeting for the progression on the basketball courts and skatepark project.

e A verbal confirmation was given in the December 2024 Council Meeting to
Elected Members about the Porritt Glade AGM'’s being for Porritt Glade
residents only.

e Chief Executive Officer will add comments into the Action Schedule for the next
Council meeting with an update on social media posts on a ‘How to do a
Request for Service to Council’.

Resolved

That the updated Action Schedule of resolutions/actions as updated and amended
requested by Council is received.

Councillors Kingi / lon
CARRIED

Annual Plan Performance for the six months ended 31 December 2024 (Group
Manager, Finance and Corporate Services) (110400)

Council discussed the report on the Annual Plan Performance for the six months
ended 31 December 2024.

Resolved

That the report “Annual Plan Performance for the six months ended 31 December 2024”
be received.

Councillors Julian / Godfery

CARRIED
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Gambling Policy Review — Social Impact Statement and Policy Review Options
(Group Manager, Requlatory and Planning) (110800)

Council discussed the report on the Gambling Policy Review — Social Impact Statement
and Policy Review Options.

Action items:

e Clarification on the organisation ‘Tent Board’, as it is listed in the New Zealand
Community Trust grants to Kawerau District.

e Invitation to New Zealand Community Trust, Lion Foundation and Four Winds
Foundation to meet with Gambling Policy committee to discuss harm reduction
and what the investment to ensure that there is delegated resources.

10.51am Councillor Andrews departed from the meeting.
10.53am Councillor Andrews returned to the meeting.

Resolved

1. That the report “Gambling Policy Review — Social Impact Statement and Policy
Review Options” be received.

Councillors Godfery / Savage
CARRIED

2. That Council approved Option 3 — To merge the policies and make any
amendments to maintain the focus on reducing gambling harm per the reduction
in machine numbers.

Councillors Godfery / Kingi
CARRIED

11.08am Deputy Mayor Rangihika departed from the meeting.
11.10am Deputy Mayor Rangihika returned to the meeting.

Receipt of Submissions, Hearing and Deliberations of the Draft Freedom Camping
Bylaw (Group Manager, Requlatory and Planning) (320400)

Council discussed the report on the Receipt of Submissions, Hearing and Deliberations
of the Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw.

Elected Members have requested when consultation goes out to the
public/community to include in the submission the following:

e Submitting on behalf of a group or as an individual.
e |s the submitter a Kawerau Resident/Ratepayer.

Correction:
e Page 204 — Have the spelling corrected for Stoneham Walk.

11.22am Councillor Godfery departed from the meeting.
11.25am Councillor Godfery returned to the meeting.
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Resolved

1. That the report “Receipt of Submissions, Hearing and Deliberations of the Draft
Freedom Camping Bylaw” be received.

2. That Council receive the written submissions.

3. That Council deliberations on the Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw following
the hearing submissions; and

4. That Council provide recommendations related to any amendments requested as
a result of the submissions received.

Councillor Kingi / Deputy Mayor Rangihika

Exclusion of the Public — 12.26pm

Resolved

CARRIED

That the public is excluded from the following part of the proceedings of this meeting,

namely:

1. Minutes for Confidential Extraordinary Council Meeting Held on 4

December 2024

Raw Pit Renewals

onprLON

2024/2025 Reseals Tender
EBOP Regional Deals Proposal

Minutes for Confidential Meeting Held on 18 December 2024
Local Water Done Well

Councillors lon / Savage
CARRIED

The general subject of the matter to be considered while the public is excluded; the reason
for passing this resolution in relation to the matter, and the specific grounds under Section
48(1) of the Local Government Information & Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this

resolution is as follows:

General Subject of the
matter to be considered

Reason for passing this
resolution in relation to
each matter

Ground(s) under section 48(1)
for the passing of this
resolution

1. Minutes for
Confidential
Extraordinary Council
Meeting held on 4
December 2024.

2. Minutes for
Confidential Meeting
held on 18 December
2024.

Maintain the effective
conduct of public affairs
through the free and frank
expression of opinions.

That the public conduct of the
relevant part of the proceedings of
the meeting would be likely to
result in the disclosure of
information for which good reason
for withholding exists.

Section 48 (1) (a) (i)




3. Local Water Done
Well.

4. Raw Pit Renewal.

5. 2024/2025 Reseals
Tender.

6. EBOP Regional Deals
Proposal.

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1) (a) of the Local Government Official
Information & Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by
Section 7 (2) (b) (i) of that Act.

Karakia Whakamutunga

Pastor Mark Kingi closed the meeting with a Karakia at 2.22pm

F KN Tunui
Mayor

\\kdceviworking\kdc taxonomy\governance\democratic services\meetings\council\minutes\draft\minutes council - draft 2025.02.26.docx
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Minutes of the Regulatory & Services Committee
held on Wednesday 12 March 2025
commencing at 9.00am

Present: Councillor C J lon (Chairperson)
Her Worship the Mayor F K N Tunui
Deputy Mayor A Rangihika
Councillor B Julian
Councillor S Kingi — via Zoom
Councillor J Ross
Councillor R G K Savage

In Attendance: Chief Executive Officer (M Godfery)
Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services (L Butler)
Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning (M Glaspey)
Group Manager, Operations and Services (R Nel)
Economic and Community Development Manager (L Barton)
Administration Officer (L Kerei)

Karakia Timatanga | Opening Prayer

Pastor Mark Kingi opened the meeting with a prayer.

Apologies
Apologies from Councillors Godfery and Andrews were received.

Councillors Ross / Julian
CARRIED

Leave of Absence

No Leave of Absence were received.

Declarations of Conflict of Interest

No Declarations of Conflict of Interest were received.

Public Forum

Elaine McGlinchey raised the following concern:

e Those that do not have a mobility card are parked in the mobility parks often in
Kawerau. This is an on-going issue that she has reported to Council. On the 9
December 2024 she spoke with a Council worker and gave full details of the problem
and was advised that they will contact their team leader about the issue. There was no
follow up after this discussion.

e Elaine would like to know who is responsible for the mobility parks and what monitoring
is or will be put in place.
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Councillor Savage asked if the number plates of the vehicles she’s seen was supplied which
Elaine advised, yes, they were.

Chief Executive Officer will contact Elaine to meet with her to discuss this issue and her
December complaint.
PART A - REGULATORY

Monthly Report - Regulatory and Planning Services (Group Manager, Requlatory and
Planning) (340000)

The Committee discussed a report from the Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning
covering activities for the month of February 2025.

Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning Update:
A notice will be going out to the public around parking and where you can and cannot park, a
new monitoring system and the new fines.

Action items:

e Page 3, Item 3 — Group Manager, Regulatory and Planning to check when alcohol
license applications are made that there are adverts in the paper.

e That the in the March report it be captured that Iwi Liaison and Cultural Advisor, Te
Haukakawa Te Rire will be welcoming groups from outside Kawerau into this community
at Firmin Lodge for the Bay 8 Training on Sunday 16 March 2025.

Correction:

Page 8 — Paragraph 3 — The date for the Project Governance Group meeting for the Spatial
Plan to be corrected to '27 March 2025’ from '26 March 2025’.

Resolved

That the report from the Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services for the month of
February 2025 is received.

Councillors Savage / Kingi
CARRIED

Monthly Report — Finance and Corporate Services (Group Manager, Finance and
Corporate Services) (211000)

The Committee discussed a report from the Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services
covering activities for the month of February 2025.

Elected Members gave acknowledgement to the Library and Museum staff

Resolved

That the report from the Group Manager, Finance and Corporate Services for the month of
February 2025 is received.

Her Worship the Mayor / Councillor Savage
CARRIED
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Monthly Report - Operations and Services (Group Manager, Operations and Services)

(440000)

The Committee discussed a report from the Group Manager, Operations and Services
covering activities for the month of February 2025.

Elected Members acknowledged the great work that is being completed on the roads and
footpaths in the community.

Resolved

That the report from the Group Manager, Operations and Services for the month of February
2025 is received.

Deputy Mayor Rangihika / Her Worship the Mayor

CARRIED

Monthly Report - Economic and Community Development (Economic and Community
Development Manager) (309005)

The Committee discussed a report from the Economic and Community Development Manager
covering activities for the month of February 2025.

Economic and Community Development Manager Update:

e There was a late application for the Kawerau Youth Council which takes the total
number of applications received to 14.

Action items:

e Economic and Community Development Manager to follow up with previous senior
youth councillors as to why they have not reapplied to take part in this year's Youth
Council.

e A summary to be sent to Elected Members of the Kawerau Youth Council training
weekend that is happening on 28 to 30 April.

Resolved

That the report from the Economic and Community Development Manager for the month of
February 2025 is received.

Councillors Ross / Savage
CARRIED
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Monthly Report — Communications and Engagement (Communications and

Engagement Manager) (340100)

The Committee discussed a report from the Communications and Engagement Manager
covering activities for the month of February 2025.

Resolved

That the report from the Communications and Engagement Manager for the month of
February 2025 is received.

Chair lon / Councillor Savage
CARRIED

Karakia Whakamutunga | Closing Prayer

Pastor Mark Kingi closed the meeting with a prayer at 10.15am

CJlon
Chairperson

\\kdceviworking\kdc taxonomy\governance\democratic services\meetings\regulatory and services\minutes\draft\r+s minutes - draft 25.03.12.docx
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Meeting Council

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Her Worship the Mayor’s Report
File No. 101400
1 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to outline meetings, functions and events that | have hosted,
attended and/or participated in for the period Thursday, 20 February to Wednesday 19

March 2025.
February
Thur 20 e Regional Public Service Commission Kawerau Local Leadership Group Hui
re: Council, Iwi and Central Government agencies working together for
Kawerau, held at Ngati Tawharetoa (BOP) Settlement Trust Office
Fri 21 e Meeting with Foresta (NZ) Limited and Putauaki Trust re: Foresta Kawerau

Stage 1 project proposal, held at Putauaki Trust Office

Wed 26 e Council Meeting, held in Council Chamber

o Her Worship the Mayor’s Report

o Action Schedule

o Annual Plan Performance for the six months ended 31 December 2024

o Gambling Policy Review — Social Impact Statement and Policy Review
Options

o Receipt of Submissions, Hearing and Deliberations of the Draft Freedom
Camping Bylaw

e Public Excluded Section

o Local Water Done Well

o Raw Pit Renewal

o 2024/2025 Reseals Tender

o EBOP Regional Deals Proposal
Council Agenda 2025.02.26 - compressed.pdf

e Unveiling of Mayoral Portrait, officiated by Iwi Liaison and Cultural Advisor, Te
Haukakawa (Boycie) Te Rire.

e Citizenship Ceremony with new citizens Morne De Lange, Arlene De Lange,
Shelby De Lange, Cassidy De Lange and Jordan Lynn. Joined by East Coast
National MP Dana Kirkpatrick.
Thur 27 e Oral submission in objection to the Treaty Principles Bill to the Justice Select
Committee, via Zoom

March

Mon 3 e Meeting with Eastern BOP Mayors and Eastern Bridge Director re: Jiangxi
Relationship, held at Whakatane District Council

Wed 5 e  Council Briefing, held in Council Chamber

o Activity Review for the Aquatic Centre Service
o Rates Review Options LTP 2025-2034

Thur 6 e Meeting with Eastern BOP Mayors, Chair and CE’s re: an Eastern BOP
Regional Deal, held at Rotorua Lakes Council
e Bay of Plenty Mayoral Forum, held at Rotorua Lakes Council
o Regional Climate Change Update
o Cross-Regional Waste Strategy


https://www.kaweraudc.govt.nz/sites/www.kaweraudc.govt.nz/files/documents/event-calendar/council_agenda_2025.02.26_-_compressed_0.pdf

Fri7

Mon 10

Tues 11

Wed 12

Thur 13

Fri 14

Sun 16

Tues 18

Wed 19

15

Public Excluded Section

o Local Water Done Well Update
Agenda of Bay of Plenty Mayoral Forum - Thursday, 6 March 2025

Meeting with Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora Deputy Chief Executive, Te Manawa
Taki, Cath Cronin re: changes to Whakatane Hospital Obstetrics &
Gynaecology Services and upcoming Kawerau Public meeting, via Teams

Meeting with NZ Police, Senior Sergeant Al Fenwick re: Kawerau Community
Safety, held in Mayor’s Office.

Attended Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora Public Meeting re: changes to Whakatane
Hospital Obstetrics & Gynaecology Services, held at the Little Theatre,
Whakatane

Regulatory & Services Committee Meeting, held in Council Chamber

o Monthly Report - Regulatory and Planning Services

o Monthly Report - Finance and Corporate Services

o Monthly Report - Operations and Services

o Monthly Report - Economic and Community Development

o Monthly Report — Communication and Engagement
Requlatory & Services Agenda 25.03.12.pdf

Attended Essity Geothermal Steam Upgrade Ceremony and 70 Year
Celebration, held at Essity Kawerau

Health NZ | Whatu Ora Public meeting re: changes to Whakatane Hospital
Obstetrics & Gynaecology Services, held in Kawerau Town Hall

Opotiki and Kawerau meeting with Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora Deputy Chief
Executive Te Manawa Taki, Cath Cronin re: changes to Whakatane Hospital
Obstetrics & Gynaecology Services and upcoming Opotiki Public meeting,
held at Opotiki District Council

Meeting with Opotiki Mayor and Deputy Mayor re: Eastern Bay of Plenty
Spatial Plan

Attended Health NZ | Te Whatu Ora Public Meeting re: changes to Whakatane
Hospital Obstetrics & Gynaecology Services changes, held at the Pavilion,
Opotiki

CDEMG Joint Committee Agenda Planning meeting, held via Microsoft
Teams
Swearing In Ceremony for Kawerau Youth Council

Mihi Whakatau for Bay 8 (1. Emergency BOP, 2. Kawerau, 3. Opotiki, 4.
Rotorua, 5. Tauranga City Council 6. Western Bay, 7. Whakatane 8. Regional
Council), Civil Defence training with lwi Liaison and Cultural Advisor, Te
Haukakawa Te Rire, held at Firmin Lodge

Meeting with NZTA | Waka Kotahi Director of Regional Relationships, Andrew
Corkill, re: meet and greet and Whakatane Hospital O&G 2025 situation, held
in Mayor’s Office

Elected Member Briefing, held in Council Chamber

o Review of Council’s Current Rate Remissions and Postponement Policies
o Review of Revenue and Financing Policy

o Adoption of the Draft Financial Contributions Policy for Consultation

o Rates Review 2025-2026

Meeting with Eastern BOP Mayors and Labour List MP, Hon Jo Luxton, held
at Whakatane District Council


https://infocouncil.boprc.govt.nz/Open/2025/03/MFMCC_20250306_AGN_4919_AT.PDF
https://www.kaweraudc.govt.nz/sites/www.kaweraudc.govt.nz/files/documents/event-calendar/rs_agenda_2025.03.12.pdf
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Mayoral Correspondence

Mon 24/2

Wed 26/2

Fri 28/2

Tues 11/3

Fri 14/3

Mon 17/3

Invitation from Justice Select Committee to present an oral submission re: the
Treaty Principles Bill on Thursday 27 February via Zoom.

A message of comfort to the Community of Kawerau following the unexplained
death in Kawerau.

Email from Eastern BOP Mayors and CEs to East Coast National MP Dana
Kirkpatrick and Minister for Regional Development, Shane Jones re: the
Eastern Bay of Plenty Regional Deal Proposal.

Invitation from East Coast National MP Dana Kirkpatrick to Eastern BOP
Mayors, to join her and newly appointed Minister for Local Government, Hon
Simon Watts on Friday, 30 May in Whakatane.

Request for Support letter for Foresta re: Foresta Kawerau Stage 1 project.

Invitation to attend the TRENZ 2025 (NZ’s largest international tourism
business event bringing together hundreds of international travel buyers to
meet with New Zealanders leading tourism operators and sellers) on
Wednesday, 7 May at the Rotorua Energy Events Centre

Invitation from East Coast National MP Dana Kirkpatrick to join her and Minister
for Building and Construction, Hon Chris Penk on Friday, 28 March at the
Comm, Whakatane.

3 RECOMMENDATION

That Her Worship the Mayor’s report for the period Thursday, 20 February to Wednesday
19 March 2025, be received.

an

Faylene Tunui
Kahika | Mayor







17

G20z
Ke/judy

S TAV
Ke/udy

STAVA
Ke/udy
202 1900300
Saouswwod

led WeyauolS pue My 8] aulH pue 18a.1S
1eg ‘eno) |enua) Buisudwoo sjuswdojansp
Buisnoy p9o-ouno)  Jayjo  jJo  Aiojsiy
3y yum papirold oq |im podal euolippe uy

‘BuisnoH Jauoisuad
1o} mainay ANANOY v/ LS 8yl Jo Jed se papinoid
aq |Mm ‘epe| nulod o} Buipes| juswdojarap
Buisnoy oy Jo Aiolsly 8yl Jo} aulswil]

"0Q) pauinjal
aq 0] MalAal AJIAlIO. By} 10} sweljawl} a|gelnsg

"SIOQUIB|
pa1oa|g Ag palsenbal se uonewlojul jeuonippe
yum ‘ssaooud (417) ueld wia] bBuoT jo ued se

ssalboid uj

doysyliom
Buiwoodn

‘sjuswdojenaq
BuisnoH |ie 4o} aulewin e apiacid 0) yeis
vZ'0L°91l S¥Y

‘sue|d uoisuedxa aininy Aue jo suoneoldwi
3y} UO |iejap Jayuny pue (MalA UIeluno
sojesodo 1eyl) ISni| SOJIAIBS  |BID0S
nejamey| pue [1ouno) uaamjaq diysiaupned
ay} Jo Aojsiy Buipnppul  uoneuwloyul

ssa001d 17 | j1ouno9 0} 30Bq paulnial aq [IM MaIAay AlANDY HOJ dldeldwll| INTF®D | jeuonippe yum uodas ayp uinjes 0} Yeis $7'90°92Z
BuisnoH Jauoisuad 10} MAIADY A}JIAIOY 20
Re
- |udy Buunp s,w3 4Og3 Uim pajge} yelp [euy
aAeY 0] SI Wiy ‘S, Jnoqybiau yum Absjens
juswdojpAna@  olwouodg 4093 Jo  salep
pue pue sabejs |euly ybnouyy Buiom Auaiing
‘salouabe pue siauped
‘paisanbau se uonewJsoyul |leuonippe [BUIBIXS 0} S8)EBW [IDUN0Y JBey} JUBWI]SaAUI
STAV4 yum ‘sseoold (d117) ueld wia] BuoT jo ped se uo wnjas 8y} bBulpnjoul  uolewIoUl
Ae/iudy | jrounog o) 3oeq pauInial aq [[IM malAeY ANANOY | ssaifoid Ul | INGDT | jeuonippe ynm upodel oy} Uinjel O} Lels
Jusawdojanaq | +2'90°9¢
olwouo2g 10} MDIINDY AiAoy 20
ajeq 9jeQ
pajewnsy sjuswwo) shje}s | uonoy pajsanbay uonoy / uonnjosay | Bunespy

a|npayss uonoy




18

‘Buibessaw Jo uoinejol
Alyjuow-xis 8y} 0} peppe usaq Sey 8oIAIeS

*Aunwiwoo 8y} Joj Jaysaljel e se
BIpaW [BI00S S [IDUNOY) UO [IoUN0)) 0] 80IAI8S

Buiobup Joj 1senbal 0} Ajlunwwod sy} Joy ssaooud ay] | sseiboid Ul 10} 1senbay B Op 0} MOH, e isod 0] yeis
"JB)}9ISMBN [1I0UNOY BY} Ul pUB BIPBW |BI00S *0llgnd ay} 03 uado sI NOVY
BIA pajediunwwod ussq sey ssaooid sIyl | paeidwo) | INTRD | 9pe|D BI04 Byl JOyldym WIUoD O} Jeis
juswebebug | vZ'Cl'LL
pue suonedslunwwos) — Joday Ajyjuop SvY
subisep 1deouod aonpoud ‘ssalboud
0} a)doad BunoA Jo} sdoysyiom aiemyos yos} yiedajeys pue sunoo ||eqiayseq apIsino ay)
[dy Joj sajep ybiH eisamele | yym Buieuiplood yeys |ssaiboid u) uo pajepdn siaquial\ pa1oa|g desy 0} Jeis
IoUNoY JoIsIa
NeJamey| Jou SSadoe J0) d|ge|ieAe I apew
9AEeY Jey] pajiwiIT sjuswi)saAu| LICEA SI )i 1ey)
‘9|qIssadde pue }Jom s||eqd elamele] ay} Joj syuiad ayy
} S8ew OUym pue MIOMm s|jeq elamele] .0} MOy Jnoge AJunuwiwiod ayj 0} UOIBOIUNWIWOD
sjwJiad moy uo alignd ay} 0} N0 Jusm SwWwo) | pawedwo) | INgDT | Jesd spiaocud 0] yels — Z way
juswdojanaqg Ajunwwo) | ¥2°ZlL'L1L
pue oSywouod3 - uoday Ajyuop S¥Y
‘puejesz maN HIpny yim
511S UO eo Buneaw e ybnoiayy ssdiound Bununoooe
0} A|ayjI] a1e Aay} usaym uo S0}l w _%%w_* ”o \ pue - Burodal — ebejIiA - SlAIsal  SpeIo
Gzoz aunp FAIRA W usy Hpny W PHOM ssalbolid uj SO4N 11104 UO paysadjal 8q 0} SIaquIs|\ pajos|3
‘Hoday aouewIOLad
ay] ul pasiubooalap, 1o} Bulads 1004100
a8y} pajsenbal eAey sloquialy pPo1o9|]
‘uodals ay) 01 peppe uaaq sey bBuljjads 1084100 | paleldwon | NIRD | — G ydeibeieq — uoneroaidaqg — | ¢ abed
¥20¢ aunf ¢ papua
Jeak 1o} joday oouewldopad abejla | ¥2LLLC
alfysaj7 ape|o NUIod jo uondopy 20
ajeq 9jeq
pajewnysy sjuswwo) shje}s | uonoy pajsanbay uoioy / uonnjosay | Bunasy




19

/zu-B1ou8)//:sdny

‘'suonesiuebio AJunwiwod Jo Ajljigeuleisns

ayl yum djay 03 uoddns Buipuny pue Buneyew
‘uiwpe Buluued ‘suonelsado ‘@aiApe apnjoul
Woddns jo seary Ausld Jo Aeg uleiseq]
ay} 03 saoInles poddns ayodsaq sepiaold pue
auejeYBUA\ Ul paseq uonesiuebio s|gejeyo

"JoLISIgQ helame)| 0}
syuelb 1sni] Ajunwwod puejeaz maN auyl
ul pajsl| sl JI se ‘ pleog jua|, uonesiuebio

d®y

B sl (yJsnil YomieN 3J @8yl) pleog jua] padwos | WS 8y} uo uoneoyue apincid 0] Jeis
suondQ mainay Adi1jod pue Juswalels | G2'20°92
joeduw [B190S — MaIAdY Adljod Bulques 20

8INPayds ayj 0} psppe 8q 0}

sjulod uonepuswwodal Yym juswabeue|y

6202 AIBNIQS 9 UO [IouNnos o) payodel sem HUpny uo uodals ssalboid e spnjoul 0} Jeis

yoiym ‘Buiodal eouewloped 8y} uo uodal ‘9|Npayos

JOU [IM pue Ssuoljepuswwodal juswabeue MBINDY  pue  sBupsspyy  88pIwwW0)

c202 Iudy upny oy yum ssaiboisd oyp uo uodai SO%d | ys1iy ¥ upny 8yl wol} pz0z Jequedsq

: M Jels Buneaw ysiy pue lpny judy ay) Jo4 | ssaiboud uj NO L ¢ Wodal aduewlouad, 8y} 8A0Wal 0} Jeis
GZ0Z 1aquadaq 0} §Z0zZ Atenuqaq | S2'20°0L
wioJ} a|qejawl] MIIASY M)SIY pue Jipny b=k

‘Bueaw yoie ayy 1oy epuabe aaniwwo)
uosiel] IM] 8y} uo paoe|d usaqg sey wall ay]

‘Ajioe4 buiwoysy

‘Aoe4 Buiwoyay pue Js}eys |ewiuy pue J8)days |ewiuy 8y} je wnuojewalo

3y} 1e wnuojewsald jewiue ue Buiney noge airy [ewiue ue Buiaey inoge alry o] (s10h0g)

9] (s10hog) emeyeyneH a] ‘IOSIAPY |ein}nD § SR0O | emeye)neH 8] ‘JOSIAPY [BIN)ND ¥ uosiel

GZ0Z YoJe\ | uosiel] Im] s Jlouno) 0} Jno yoeal |im sdO NS | ssalboid uj| O IM|] S,JlOUNOD) WOJ) BJIAPE X88S 0] Jels
sydaouo) | ¥2'CL'8L
Aypoe4 Buiwoyay pue ud)pysg |ewiuy 00
ajeq ajeq
pajewnysy sjuswwo) shje}s | uonoy pajsanbay uoioy / uonnjosay | Bunasy




20

Buiuue|d @ Alojeinbay ‘ND :dRHND
a9)llwo) s82IAIBS R Aiojeinbay Sy

Jebeuey Juswdojaasg Aunwiwo) ¥ dlwouodT NdDT

$90IA9S g suoljesadO ‘WO :SPONO
9OIULLOD YSIY B PN HBY

Jabeue|) Juswabebug ¥ uonesdIuNWWOo) NJRD
S92IAIBS 9)eI0dI0) ¥ douRUI ‘ND :SORJIND

[1ouno) Aseuiploelix3 D3

lIouno) AseuiplQ 00

X20P* N d-2INPaYIS UOHOY-Y 9Z'20°G2\GZ0Z Aeniga Zo\sHoday\|1ounoD\sBunaa|p\saoIAIag d1eloowa\eouBuIsA0D\Awouoxe ] DAM\:Z

‘awuwelboid ay) 01 epew Buieq
aJe sabueyo |euly pue ‘yels wolj swweiboid
Jelp 8y} paAlgdal  slequwisl\ P93

"ul uloms alam Aay) pue ‘Aldde o0y siequiaw
Mau om] pabeinoous ay ‘sbBuiyl mau op 0}
PaysIM pue auop Sem awl} SIy pajels Jaquiaw
Jayjouy ‘Ul uloms sem ays pue ‘Aldde oy Ja)sis
JabunoA siy pabeinoous ay paje)ls auo ‘Ajddeal
Jou pIp Aayl Aym 0] se yjels yum usyods aney

‘yoJey O€ o}
gz uo Buiuaddey si 1ey) pusyesm Buiuies)
[IDUNOD YINOA NEIoMEY 8Yl JO SIaqUIB
pelog|g 01 Alewwns e puss 0} Jels

lounoD
YInoA s.Jeak siyy ul ped aye} o) palddeal
Jou aAey Aay; Aym 03} se sloj|IouUNod

judy/yodepy | omy ‘Aiddeas jou pip siequiaw snoiaaad ybig | ssaiboud uj | INQDT | YinoA Joluas snoiaald yiim dn mojjo) 0} yeis
juswdojanag Ajlunwwon | SZ'€0°Cl
pue olwouodg - uoday Ajyuop Sy

"$90.INn0sal pajebajap s

219y} 1By} 2INSUS 0} JUBWIISSAUI Y} SI Jeym

"pPalIAULI 8] 0} pue uoljonpal wJiey SSNISIp 0} uolepuno

194 aJe uoiepuno4 SpUIpA JNO4 puUe uoljepuno d%sy SPUIA\ JNO4 pue uolepuno4 uol ‘sni

uorl]  ‘isnil Ajunwwo) pueeaz Mo |ssalboldul| WO | Alunwwo) pueeaz MaN 8)IAUI 0} Jels

‘panuiuoo
suondQ mainay Adljod pue juawajlels | GZ2'20°92
joedw| [e190S — M3IAaY Aoljod Buljques 20
ajeq 9jeq
pajewnysy sjuawwo) snje}s | uonoy pajsanbay uonoy j uonnjosay | Bunas




21

A|Buipioooe pejepdn usaq sey A21j0d Juswaindold ay |

‘papaau S|
Jeym uo Jeajo Buleq pue papasu SI Jeym UO SIapud) ay)
0] suondo Buinib jou Jnoge Aaijod ayj ul spnjoul 0} Yeis

£921]04 JUBWAIND0.d S,[I2UNOY JO MIIADY

ve L8l
20

[1ouno) 0} pajuasald sem uodal

‘peoy JoAry uo buudg asnoydwngd pue yiedied
PUOA\ MBN — nelome)| ul sdej pajeulojyoun omj ayy
Buipiebal |1DUNOH 0} uonewloul Jayuny apiacid O} yers

S92IAI9G pue suonesadQ - Joday Ajyuop

veeLLl
S®8d

palinbai Aay) uonewlojul
8yl [|e pey wesa] wnasnN 8yl °ZL/LL0Z Ul S8Insoj0 [00ydsS 8y} Wolj
salydoJ) pue spJeoq Jnouoy se yons s108lqo pakedsip yoiym ‘Arenuepr ui
SMOPUIM LIN0Y) S021[|9 8y} Ul pajoala Sem UoNIqIyXg Moeg S,|ooyos, 8yl

"apinoid ued Asyy uonew.ojul
[euonippe Aue sI 8layl JI pue uongiyxe Jawwng
J10J InQ S,00Y0S, 8y} INOge PaJoBIU0D Uda( aABY S|00YDS
[BD0] JI %08YD 0] Jels — wnasnp — Z'| way| — / abed

S99IAI9S 9)elodio) pue adueuld - poday Ajyjuop

veeL Ll
Skits

"SpJeM |el0}03|9 |BJaudS) pue LIoB\ 8y} 10} Sallepunoq
apIm-1ou3sIp 8yl moys Ajjeioigo im sdew asay| “(ssaooid uonesiuebioal
Alepunoq 8y} eIA 10LISIQ NheJame)] 81y Ojul dawWod Sey leyl pue|
ay) Buipnjoul) sauepunog mau a8y} asudwod 0] ‘MaIANSY uoleluasalday
ay} JO uonewsyuod ay) Buimojioy sdew Buisijeuly Mou ale UOISSILIWOD)
JUSWIUIBAOS) |00 8yl D97 pue SadlAIeS uoioa|g woly uoddns
UM M3IABI |Bl0}O9]e 8y} JO sassaoold |euly ay) paie|dwod sey |1ouno)

‘gzoz Aenuer
0¢ ‘Aepsiny] Joj neleme) Ul ajnpayos BulesH 8y} Jo} pesu Ou sem

alay} pasiApe D97 "¢/l L/8Z U0 Japiwgns ay) pasiApe pue [eadde pijeaul
ue Sem SIy} PaWLIJUOD UOISSIWIWOY JUBLIUIBAOL) |B20T Y} ‘tZ JOQWISAON
u] 'ssaooid |eadde |esodoid |eul4 ayl ybnouay) paaieoal uonoaslqo auQp

‘'sjeadde
10} JaquaAoN # 0] Jaquieydes Oz wody $Z/6/L 1 uo uoneoainou agnd oy
paAjosal sem |esodold |euld "#Z/6/L L UO PaAjOSal pue pieay alam yoiym
pPaAIgdal alom suoIsSIWgnS 01 "#2///,L UO paAjosal [esodoud eniul ay}
Jo} 82e|d %00} AJuNWWOod 8y} pue IM| ‘enusyp) ejebue] yium uoleynsuo)

"SUOI}08|9
leluual) 8Z0Z PUB GZOZ 9U} Ul JoLISIA NeJSMEY U} Jo)
SpJeMm 1IoB|\ 9J0W JO 8UO YSI|ge)}Sa 0} PaA|0Sal [1Duno)

suol1309|3 |eluuall] GZ02

e€cLee
OE|

Swio)| pojodwio)




22

"Hodal Sy Buimojjo} ay)
ul painided aq [Im pue uodal 8y} Jo} SeInuUIW 8y} Ul papnjoul usaq sey siy |

‘yels Aq payoayo
S| sIy} pue papirnoid 8Q ISNW 90UBPIAT  '9ouddl| B o} paldde aaey Asyy
1ey} Jaded |e20| 8yj Ul 8siLBApe 0 palinbal ale sjuedljddy 80uadiT [OYod|Y IV

'G20¢C UdielN 91
Kepung uo abpoT ulwi{ 1e pjay Buluiel] souseq [IAID
g Aeg ay1 0} nelemeyj apisino wody sdnoib Buiooem
aq M alry 8] emeyeyneH 8] ‘IOSIAPY |elnyn)d pue
uosielr] M| ay) jeys uodas yosep ayy ul ainyded 0y yeis

"Jaded ayj ul suaApe ale alay) jey] ‘epew ale suonedldde
9SUdJI| |0YOoJe Uaym jey} }oayo 0} Jels — ¢ way| ‘c abed

Ggzgeocl
S991A19S Buluue|d pue Aiojeinbay - Joday Ajyjuopn Sy

"Japulwal e se Ajunwiwod ay} 0} dew juswaoe|day
adid Jojep) Bupnjuug ayy puss 0y yels - Lz abed cz'20'zZL
$92IAI13G pue suonesadQ - poday Ajyjuopn Y

‘Bunesy [10UN0) e si yoiym Aieniga4 9z Aepsaupapn

uo pjay bunssw ueld |eneds ay} 4o} Sloquial\ palos|3

woJ} salbojode uo ssed 0} yeis — $'g way — 9 abey

"S|EO0| NeJoMeY

ale Joysol (DO3) esqusn suonesadp Aousbiawg

3y} UO Jeis G¢ ay) Jo Auew moy siaquwial\ palo9|]
Jouisiq nNelame)) 8y} Ul 8Al| gL 8ABY BM JB)SOY INTIAD 8y} UO Jels G 8y} JO | wuojul 0} yels — omy ydelbered — , ws)| — G abed cz'20'zZL
S991A19S Buluue|d pue Aiojeinbay - Joday Ajyjuopn SRy

"MBIASI 10} Jipne 0} JUdS uaaq aAey saloljod

Bununoooe pajepdn ay] ‘ue|d wis] Buo ay) Jo ued aie yolym SaIdIj0d | 19SSE [elouRUl B SB $8jou Buimolioq sa101j0d Buiyunodoy
Bunnunoody aAoadsold 8y} Ul papn|oul usaq Sey dJ0U SIaMoulog By | JO JuswalelS dAloadsold dyy ul dpnppul 0} yeis cZ'20°0l
ajepdn €02 — SZ0Z ueld wia ] Buo b=k

¢l pue

‘pPapN|oul SI UOIlBWIOUI BAIBSA) a1aym spodad ainyny ul papnpoul | |2 sebed uo pajels se 10ulsIp 8y} Ul sealse asioiaxa bop

ag |Im Ing ‘enp sem uodal ay) uaym a|gejieae Ajipeal jou atam sdepy | Buimoys ‘saalesal 21gnd ayy Jo dew e apinoid 0} yels

"Jodal ay) "Jua.1IND |11S SI 610 A21104 pue mejAg |04u0)

0] apew sjuswpuswe pue Buisaw ay) je papinoid sem ajepdn |eqan y | Boqg oyl Aym uo uonewsojul jeuonippe apiroid 0} yeis
yeoe/ceoe | ve'cl '8l
Joday saonoeid pue Aoijod — V0oL S 1oV [o1uo) Bo(Qg 20




23

Meeting: Council
Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Raising a $4.0 million renewal loan (2025) from Local
Government Funding Agency

File No: 206700
1 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval to raise a $4.0 million renewal
loan which to repay two maturing short term loans from the Local Government Funding
Agency (LGFA).

2 Background

Prior to 2022, Council had not raised any loans since the1990s apart from finance
leases for the purchase of the copier/printers and the telephone system. The reason
Council had not needed to raise loans prior was because it has been funding the
depreciation on its assets and being a relatively young town, much of the infrastructure
has not needed renewing until recently.

Council has undertaken more renewals in recent years as well as the residential
developments and other capital projects. It was projected that Council would initially
need to borrow money early in 2021. However, due to additional funds being received
for the 3 waters reforms and delays to some renewal projects, Council did not need to
borrow funds until 2022.

Council became a member of LGFA in 2020 after consulting the community in the
2020/21 Annual Plan. Council also consulted the community on renewing all the AC
water pipes and borrowing $2.0 million annually in the 2021 — 2031 Long Term Plan.
Most submissions received supported the replacement of these pipes and the project
has been underway since the beginning of 2021/22.

Council took out a loan of $2.0 million on 15 December 2022, with an interest rate of
5.75% and repayment date of 15 April 2025. Council raised a second loan for $2.0
million on 25 October 2023 with an interest rate of 6.48%. Both of these loans will
mature on 15™ April 2025, whereupon Council will need to raise a renewal loan for $4.0
million to repay these loans. The reason for the relatively short loan periods was
because of the uncertainty surrounding the 3 water reforms and the likelihood of
interest rates falling.

Council has raised a third loan for $2.0 million on 9 October 2024 maturing on 20 April
2029 with an interest rate of 4.91%.

The LGFA was established approximately 10 years ago to assist local government
throughout the country to borrow funds and to obtain lower interest rates for its
members. LGFA is owned by NZ Government (20%) and 30 shareholder councils
(80%). The majority of councils throughout the country are members.
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Council’s intention with regards to these two loans maturing on 15 April 2025, has been
to renew the loans, by the repayment of the existing loans that are due and raising a
new loan for the total $4m. Therefore, it is recommended that Council borrow $4.0
million as planned to renew the existing loan.

Funds held to date

As at 28 February 2025, Council had the following funds:
BNZ (Cheque Account & On-call) $4,762,345
Rabobank & ANZ (On-call) $23,657

Total $4,786,002

Depreciation Reserves

For the last 25 years Council has been funding depreciation (from rates) for its
significant assets and setting aside these funds in reserves.

The balance of the depreciation reserves at 28 February 2025 is $5,057,076 and from
these funds Council has used $1,476,620 for internal loans to fund other capital
projects where there was not sufficient reserves set aside.

There are currently 5 internal loans which are:

e Firmin Lodge $740,640  repaid 30 June 2041
e Pool Changing Rooms $350,830  repaid 30 June 2041
e Museum Building $389,350 repaid 30 June 2042
e Transfer Station $22,020 repaid 30 June 2025
e Pool Upgrade $34,530 repaid 30 June 2028

The current interest rate charged for these internal loans is 2.5%, which is the rate
included in the 2024-25 Annual Plan for investments and internal borrowing.

Current interest rates for borrowing

The following are the current fixed interest rates for Council to borrow funds:

e LGFA (upto 1 year) - 4.15%pa
e LGFA (up to 3 years) - 4.65%pa
e LGFA (up to 5 years) - 4.97%pa
e LGFA (up to 12 years max) - 5.84%pa

It is difficult to predict what the interest rates are likely to do in the future and whether
a short term loan or a longer term is going to be better for Council. Essentially, this risk
is built into the interest rates quoted.

Currently, the interest rates are slightly higher than when Council borrowed money six
months ago.
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Council will also need to set aside funds for the repayment — usually spread over a 50
year period.

Financial Considerations

There are three options available to Council:

e Borrow funds from LGFA for the short term (1 - 2 years) as interest rates could
possibly drop further during this period.

e Borrow funds from LGFA for a longer term (2 - 12 years). It would appear that
the market believes interest may not drop further in the short to medium term
however, if Council commits to a longer term fixed loan, future lower interest
rates won'’t be available.

Council will need to borrow funds to repay these two maturing loans, but there are
some unknowns, which makes it a little difficult to recommend the length of the renewal
loan. There is a table in the appendix which shows the interest rates (both for fixed and
floating) for each respective loan period. NB Council is an unrated non-guarantor
borrower.

A conservative approach for Council may be to borrow $4.0 million at fixed interest rate
for a medium term (say up to 4 years — 4.79%), which will ensure that Council is
protected against possible interest rate rises for this period. This would mean the three
loans currently raised by Council would all mature on 20 April 2029.

Policy and Plan Consideration / Consultation

Council stated in the 2021 — 2031 Long Term Plan that it would be borrowing up to
$2.0 million annually for 6 years to fund the AC and steel water pipe replacements
(which was consulted with the community). The 2024-25 Annual Plan included a
budget for loans of $6.0 million to be raised, which included the loan renewal of the
$4.0 million.

Also, Council is a member of Local Government Funding Agency (LGFA), which was
established to provide councils with greater access to loans at cheaper rates.

The proposal to borrow funds is consistent with Council’s Financial Strategy and
complies with Council’s Liability Management Policy.

Appendix

Included in the appendix are the latest interest rates on loans as provided by the Local
Government Funding Agency (LGFA).

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the report “Raising a $4.0 million renewal loan (2025) from Local Government
Funding Agency” be received.
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2. That Council approves the raising of a $4.0 million fixed term renewal loan for a
period to 20 April 2029.

3. That Council delegates the Chief Executive authority to execute all the necessary
documents for the raising of this loan.

{//’( Z Lf‘/
L

Peter Christophers, BBS, ACA
Financial Accountant

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\R-Borrowing Funds 2025-03-26.docx
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APPENDIX

LGFA Council Borrowing Update 17 March 2025

Short term borrowing

Short term yields moved lower last week, with one-month rates falling 8bp and three month rates falling 4bp over the week. Domestic data was once again
light. This week the market will be focussed on this week's fourth quarter GDP release. The market is currently pricing in 26bps of easing for the next RENZ
meeting on 9 April, the market is now pricing &2bps of easing by February 2026,

Rates Margins

BKBM Borrowing yield Borrowing yield Short term

Short Term loans 30to 181 days 182 to 364 days

Base rate Rated councils Unrated councils margins
1 mionth 3.810% 3.960% 4.010% Rated councils 15 bpsover BKEM 20 bps over BKEM
2 month 3.75% 3875 3925% Unrated councils 20 bpsover BKBM 25 bps over BKBM
3 month 3.660% 3.810% 3.860%
4 month 3.61TH 3.76TH 3817
5 month 3573% 3.723% 3.773%
6 month 3.530% 3.730% 3.780%
1 year 3418% 3.618% 3.068%

Long term borrowing

LGFA bond yields traded sideways over the week. The LGFA April 2027 yield has increased 1 bps relative to a week ago and the LGFA 2037 yield has decreased by
2bps. LGFA borrowing spreads have reduced relative to a week ago, reflecting LGFAs successful offshore issuance completed in Swiss Francs and U5 Dollars, the
market alzo took comfort in last week's strong domestic bond tender. The focus this week will be fourth quarter GDP and the ongoing global volatility resulting
from tariff threats and the growing concerns over a potential U5 recession.

Borrowing yield

Base yield Ad[AA rated Borrowing yield Borrowing yield Borrowing yield Borrowing yield
councils Al- rated councils A+ rated councils  Unrated guarantors  Non-guarantors
15/04,2025 387% 4.12% 4.17% 4.22% 4.32% 4.42%
15/04,2026 3.60% 3.85% 3.90% 3.95% 4.05% 4.15%
15/04,/2027 383N 4.08% 4.13% 4.18% 4.28% 4.38%
15/05/2028 4.10% 4 35% 4.40% 4.45% 4.55% 4.65%
0/04/2029 4.24% 4.49% 4 54% 4.59% 4.69% 4.79%
15/05/2030 4.42% 4.67% A.72% 4.77% 4.87% 4.97%
15/05/2031 4.60% 4_85% 4.90% 4.95% 5.05% 5.15%
14/05/2032 4. 745 4.99% 5.04% 5.09% 5.19% 5.29%
14,/04,2033 4 BE% 5.13% 5.18% 5.23% 5.33% 5.43%
15/05/2035 5.10% 5.35% 5.40% 5.45% 5.55% 5.65%
15/04,2037 5.20% 5.54% 5.59% 5.64% 5.74% 5.84%
Floating rate e Borrowing margin Borrowing margin - Borrowing margin - Borrowing margin
Base margin Ad AR rated

long term coundils Ad- rated councils A+ rated councils  Unrated guarantors  Non-guarantors
15/04,2025 3 bps 28 bps 33 bps 38 bps 48 bps 58 bps
15/04/2026 16 bps 41 bps 46 bps 51 bps 61 bps 71 bps
15042027 30 bps 55 bps 60 bps 65 bps 75 bps 85 bps
15/05/2028 46 bps T1bps 76 bps 81 bps 91 bps 101 bps
20/04,/2029 52 bps 77 bps 82 bps 87 bps 497 bps 107 bps
15/05/2030 61 bps 86 bps 91 bps 96 bps 106 bps 116 bps
15052031 69 bps. 94 bps 99 bps 104 bps 114 bps 124 bps
14/05/2032 74 bps 99 bps 104 bps 109 bps 119 bps 129 bps
1404/ 2033 82 bps 107 bps 112 bps 117 bps 127 bps 137 bps
15/05,/2035 88 bps 113 bps 118 bps 123 bps 133 bps 143 bps
15/04,2037 96 bps. 121 bps 126 bps 131 bps 141 bps 151 bps

Mote: All the abowe borrowing yields and spreads are fully indusive of the applicable base lending and credit mangins outlined below

Margins
Long term base Standard - Terms beyond 1 year G55 Loans - terms beyond 1 year CAL Loans - terms beyond 3 years
lending margin 25 bps 5 bps discount 2 bps discount

Long term credit margin Ade and AA Ad- A and A

Unrated guarantor  Mon-guarantor
[+ Base lending margin) 0 bps 5 bps 10 bps 20 bps 30 bps

Disclaémer: This is intended for information purposes cnly and contains commeercially sensitive information, therefore please do not distribute. Borrowing margins and rates are indicative
cnly and subject to change. For further informaticn contact Andresw Michl, Sumitha Kaluarachi, Jane Phelan or Mark Butcher
Upcoming bond tender dates

10 April 2025

7 May 2025

4 June 2025

2 July 2025

6 August 2025

3 September 2025
1 October 2025
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Meeting: Council

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Overview of Elections and Order of Candidates’ Names
File No.: 101287

1 Background

The 2025 triennial local government elections will occur on Saturday 11 October
2025. This report aims to update Council on the preliminary matters relating to the
election, including consideration of the order of candidate names to appear on the
voting documents.

The 2025 triennial elections for local authorities are required to be undertaken
according to the Local Electoral Act 2001, the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 and,
to a limited extent, the Local Government Act 2002. Certain pre-election information
and tasks are outlined in this report for Council’s information and attention.

A timetable is attached outlining the timeline for all matters surrounding the triennial
elections.

This report seeks a decision from the Council with regard to the order of candidates’
names. Local Electoral Regulations 2001 provides for Council to resolve the order of
candidate names to appear on the voting documents (alphabetical, pseudo-random
or random order). If no decision is made, the order of names defaults to alphabetical

2 Options Considered

Further information and research regarding these options is contained in the attached
report from Election Services, who comprise Kawerau District Council’s official
Electoral Officer (Dale Ofsoske).

Council has three options in relation to the order of candidates’ names who stand for
the 2025 triennial elections to represent Kawerau.

a. The alphabetical order of candidates’ names OR

b. The pseudo-random order of candidates’ names OR

c. The random order of candidates’ names

d. Ifno decision is made with regard to the order, the order will revert to alphabetical.

3 Policy and Plan Considerations

The triennial elections and decisions will be conducted within all relevant policy and
plan considerations required of Council.
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Basis for Election

Having completed the three-stage representation review in 2024, with the Local
Government Commission approving the final proposal in December, Kawerau District
Council triennial elections will be conducted on the following basis:

Elections will be required for the following positions:

* The Mayor elected ‘at large’
* 8 councillors, being:

o Kawerau Maori Ward (3)
o Kawerau General Ward (3)
o Elected ‘at large’ (2)

Where a local authority has established Maori wards or Maori constituencies since
2020 without undertaking a poll, legislation now requires a poll to be undertaken in
conjunction with the 2025 local elections (Local Government (Electoral Legislation
Maori Wards and Maori Constituencies) Amendment Act 2024).

A separate poll will therefore be required for the Kawerau District Council.

The question will be simple and easy to understand:

‘| vote to keep the Maori ward’ or
‘| vote to remove the Maori ward’.

The outcome of the poll will be binding for two triennial elections (2028 and 2031).
Further reports in 2025 will identify any other required policy reviews, including the
draft Election Signs policy and the Public Communications policy. Both these

policies were reviewed prior to the 2022 triennial elections and as such, will be
reviewed prior to the 2025 triennial elections.

Risks

There are no known risks with regard to the decision-making required.

Financial Considerations

There are existing budget estimates for the triennial elections’ implementation and
this decision will not incur any additional costs to Council.

Legal Considerations

The decision is consistent with relevant legislation as referenced.
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7 Significance and Engagement

Adopting the order of candidates’ names is not assessed as being significant for the
purposes of Council’'s Significance and Engagement Policy. There is no need for
Council to conduct a community engagement process.

8 RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the report “Overview of Elections and Order of Candidates’ Names” be
received.

2. That Council resolves for the 2025 triennial election, to adopt either

a. The alphabetical order of candidates’ names OR
b. The pseudo-random order of candidates’ names OR
c. The random order of candidates’ names

as permitted under regulation 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001.

P P
TS "...J'*h {
IR

Tania Humberstone
Manager Communications and Engagement

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\R-Overview of 2025 Triennial Election 2025-03-26.docx
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Election Services

Level 2, 198 Federal Street, Auckland
PO Box 5135, Victoria Street West
Auckland 1142

Phone: 64 9 973 5212

Email: info@electionservices.co.nz

Report to the
Kawerau District Council
regarding the

2025 Triennial Election

From the
Electoral Officer

19 February 2025

\ 4 KAWERAU

_ A DISTRICT COUNCIL
electlon Q iggﬁgGRoETOEFWFﬂENLUAAND
services
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The 2025 triennial local government elections will occur on Saturday 11 October 2025. An
update on preliminary matters relating to the election is provided to Council, including
consideration of the order of candidate names to appear on the voting documents.

Background

The 2025 triennial elections for local authorities are due to occur on Saturday 11 October
2025 and are required to be undertaken according to the Local Electoral Act 2001, the Local
Electoral Regulations 2001 and, to a limited extent, the Local Government Act 2002.

Certain pre-election information and tasks are outlined in this report for Council’s

information and attention.

The Local Electoral Regulations 2001 provides for Council to resolve the order of candidate
names to appear on the voting documents (alphabetical, pseudo-random or random order).
If no decision is made, the order of names defaults to alphabetical.

Narrative

Representation Review

Council resolved on 22 November 2023 to establish one or
more Maori wards for the 2025 and 2028 triennial elections and
accordingly was required to undertake a representation
arrangements review in 2024 following the Local Electoral Act
2001.

Under the legislative formula, should eight councillors be
retained, there would be four Maori ward councillors and four
general ward councillors.

Preliminary public consultation was undertaken in April-May
2024, including holding several hui and a public online survey
(receiving 71 responses). Following subsequent Council
briefings, several representation options were considered and
an Initial Proposal was resolved on 17 July 2024.

The Initial Proposal recommended a change from the current
arrangements (mayor elected ‘at large’, eight councillors
elected ‘at large’ and no community boards) to a model of
mayor elected ‘at large’, three councillors elected from a
district-wide Maori ward, three councillors elected from a
district-wide general ward, two councillors elected ‘at large’ and
no community boards.

104 submissions were subsequently received (including three
who wished to be heard) to the Initial Proposal.

After consideration of the submissions, Council resolved on 11
September 2024 to adopt the Initial Proposal as its Final
Proposal.

The Final Proposal was publicly notified and as no valid appeals
were received, the Final Proposal became the Basis of Election.

Page 2
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Where a local authority has established Maori wards or Maori
constituencies since 2020 without undertaking a poll, legislation
now requires a poll to be undertaken in conjunction with the
2025 local elections (Local Government (Electoral Legislation
and Maori Wards and Maori Constituencies) Amendment Act
2024).

A separate poll will therefore be required for the Council.
The question will be simple and easy to understand:

‘I vote to keep the Maori ward’ or

‘I vote to remove the Maori ward’.

The outcome of the poll will be binding for two triennial
elections (2028 and 2031).

Bay of Plenty Regional Council introduced Maori Constituencies
in 2004 and are not affected by the Local Government (Electoral
Legislation and Maori Wards and Maori Constituencies)
Amendment Act 2024 and are therefore not required to hold a
separate poll.

Elections will be required for the following positions:
e the mayor elected ‘at large’
e 8 councillors, being:
o) Kawerau Maori Ward (3)
o) Kawerau General Ward (3)

o) elected ‘at large’ (2)

Council confirmed the FPP (First Past the Post) electoral system
on 6 September 2023 for the 2025 local elections.

The Bay of Plenty Regional Council also confirmed the FPP (First
Past the Post) electoral system for their 2025 local elections.

The Local Electoral Regulations 2001 were amended on 30 July
2024 to allow a greater period for the delivery of voting mailers
(from six days to 14 days) and a longer voting period (from 22.5
days to 32.5 days).

Although election day remains the second Saturday in October
every three years (11 October 2025), the commencement of the
electoral process now starts earlier with nominations opening
on Friday 4 July 2025.

With an election date of Saturday 11 October 2025, the
following key functions and dates will apply:

Nominations open/roll open
Friday 4 July 2025
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Nominations close/roll closes

Noon, Friday 1 August 2025

Delivery of voting mailers

Tuesday 9 to Monday 22 September 2025
Close of voting

Noon, Saturday 11 October 2025

A more detailed timetable is attached (Appendix 1).

A 2025 Election Fact Sheet summarising the key functions of the
election (Appendix 2) is also attached.

The compilation of the 2025 non-resident Ratepayer Roll is
required to commence in early-mid 2025. This will include:

e an insert detailing the qualifications and procedures for
enrolment as a non-resident ratepayer elector to be
included with a 2025 rates instalment notice by the end of

August 2025 (Appendix 3);

e a confirmation letter issued to all current non-resident
ratepayer electors in March/April 2025;

e a national advertising campaign on the qualifications and
procedures for enrolment as a non-resident ratepayer
elector during May 2025.

Council can undertake additional promotion of the ratepayer
roll if it wishes - such as contacting (letter/email etc) all current
or potential non-resident ratepayer electors encouraging their
enrolment and participation in the electoral process.

Regulation 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001 provides
the opportunity for Council to choose the order of candidate
names appearing on the voting documents from three options —
alphabetical, pseudo-random (names drawn randomly with all
voting documents printed in this order) or random order
(names randomly drawn by computer with each voting
document different).

Council may determine which order the names of candidates
are to appear on the voting documents, but if no decision is
made, the order of names defaults to alphabetical.

Council adopted the alphabetical order of names for the 2022
triennial elections as did the Bay of Plenty Regional Council for
their 2022 triennial elections.

For Council’s information, Auckland Council has undertaken
analysis on the effect on the order of candidate names, and
research showed no observable effect of candidate order on
actual election outcomes.

Page 4
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Alphabetical Order

Alphabetical order is simply listing candidate surnames
alphabetically and is the order traditionally used in local and
Parliamentary elections.

Comments regarding alphabetical order are:

= vyoters are easily able to find names of candidates for whom
they wish to vote. Some candidates and voters over the
years have argued that alphabetical order may tend to
favour candidates with names in the first part of the
alphabet, but in practice this is generally not the case —
most voters tend to look for name recognition, regardless of
where in the alphabet the surname lies;

= the order of candidate names on the voting document
matches the order listed in the candidate directory
(candidate profile statements).

Pseudo-Random Order

Pseudo-random order is where candidate surnames are
randomly selected, and the same order is used on all voting
documents for that position. The names are randomly selected
by a method such as drawing names out of a container.

Comments regarding pseudo-random order are:

= the candidate names appear in mixed order (not
alphabetical) on the voting document;

= possible voter criticism/confusion as specific candidate
names are not easily found, particularly where there may
be many candidates;

= the order of candidate names on the voting document does
not match the order listed in the candidate directory
(candidate profile statements).

Random Order

Random order is where all candidate surnames are randomly
selected and are listed in a different order on every voting
document. The names are randomly selected by computer so
that the order is different.

Random order enables names to be listed in a completely
unique order on each voting document.

Comments regarding random order are:

= the candidate names appear in mixed order (not
alphabetical) on the voting document;

= possible voter criticism/confusion as specific candidate
names are not easily found, particularly where there are
many candidates;

= the order of candidate names on the voting document does
not match the order listed in the candidate directory
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(candidate profile statements).

There is no price differential in printing costs between the three
orders of candidate names.

The number of electors for the 2025 triennial elections is
expected to be 5,300 (as at 31 January 2025 this was 5,240).
This compares to 5,125 electors for the 2022 triennial election
or + 3.4% growth.

Section 99A of the Local Government Act 2002 requires each
local authority to prepare a pre-election report, whose purpose
is to provide information to promote public discussion about
the issues facing the local authority. The pre-election report is
prepared by the Chief Executive, must contain financial and
major project information, and should be completed by the end
of June 2025.

Section 42(2) (da) of the Local Government Act 2002 requires
the chief executive of a local authority to promote their
elections to help increase voter participation.

As a chief executive legislative requirement, such promotion
should focus on an effective communications/education
strategy about the council - what it does, its services and
relevance to the community and the importance to stand for
office and to vote/have your say to help determine the future
of the district.

The period three-months before election day, known as the
pre-election period, is a time where Council must be mindful
not to make any significant decisions.

Business as usual must be able to continue, but best practise is
that any decisions of significance should not be made in this
period (11 July 2025 to 11 October 2025).

In addition, local authorities cannot promote, or be perceived
to promote, the prospects of any candidate, especially a current
member. This includes restrictions on elected member official
communications by Council.

Any use of Council resources (websites, social media, vehicles,
phones, staff etc) by elected members during the pre-election
period for re-election purposes is unacceptable and possibly
unlawful. This prevents a perception of an “unfair advantage”
to current elected members over other candidates.
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Recommendation

It is recommended that:

Council resolves for the 2025 triennial election, to adopt either:
(i) the alphabetical order of candidate names; or

(i) the pseudo-random order of candidate names; or

(iii) the random order of candidate names

as permitted under regulation 31 of the Local Electoral Regulations 2001.

Author:

/AQ,(Q;Z&A._

Dale Ofsoske
Electoral Officer // Kawerau District Council

Election Services

election
services

Page 7



APPENDIX 1

39

‘ KAWERAU DISTRICT COUNCIL // AT
election QA
services ,

TIMETABLE | WATAKA

2025 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
11 OCTOBER 2025

VOTE | POTI
2025 | 2025

May 2075

Monday ¢ June 2025

Wednesday 2 July 2025

Friday 4 July 2025

Friday 1 August 2025

Wednesday 6 August 2025

Friday 5 September 2025

Tuesday 9 September — Monday 22 September 2025

Tuesday 9 Septernber — Saturday 11 October 2025

by Friday 10 October 2025

Saturday 11 October 2025

Monday 14 October - Friday 17 October 2025

Friday 17 October - Saturday 18 October 2025

mid/late December 2025

National ratepayer roll qualifications and procedures campaign
[Sec 39 LEA]

Electoral Cormmission’s enrolment update campaign commences

Public notice of election, calling for nominations, roll open for
inspection
[Sec 42,52, 53, LEA]

Nominations open / roll open for inspection

Norninations close [12 noon] / roll closes
[Sech, 42, 55 LEA, Reg 21, LER]

Public notice of day of election, candidates names
[Sec 65, LEA]

Electoral officer certifies final electoral roll
[Sec 571, LEA. Reg 22, LER]

Delivery of voting documents
[Reg 51, LER]

Progressive roll scrutiny [Sec 83, LEA]
Special voting period [12 noon] [Sec 5 LEA, Reg 35, LER]
Early processing period [12 noon] [Sec 80, LEA]

Appointrment of scrutineers [12 noon)
[Sec 68, LEA]

Election day [Sec 10, LEA]

Close of voting [12 noon) [Sec 84, LEA]

Progress and preliminary results available as soon as practicable
after close of voting [Sec 85, LEA]

Official count
[Sec &4, LEA]

Declaration of result/public notice of declaration
[Sec 86, LEA]

Return of electoral donations & expenses form
[Sec 112A, LEA]

LEA = Local Electoral Act 2001 LER = Local Electoral Regulations 2001 (incorporating 30 July 2024 changes)

Dale Ofsoske | Electoral Officer | Election Services | January 2025

bringing change
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APPENDIX 2

election
services

KAWERAU DISTRICT COUNCIL

TAONGA O TE WHENUA
TREASURE OF THE LAND

ﬁ KAWERAU
&A DISTRICT COUNCIL

FACT SHEET | WHARANGI MEKA

2025 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
11 OCTOBER 2025

VOTE | POTI
2025 | 2025

WHAT DOES COUNCIL DO?

The District Council meets regularly to make many
decisions that impact the day-to-day lives of people in
the Kawerau area. The Council governs a wide range of
local services including roads, water systems, rubbish
collection, libraries, parks, community centres, dog
registration, community and economic development and
district planning.

BACKGROUND

Local government triennial elections are being held
by postal vote on Saturday 11 October 2025 and will be
undertaken by Election Services, under contract to the
Kawerau District Council.

The first past the post [FPP) electoral system will be used
for both the Kawerau District Council and the Bay of Plenty
Regional Council elections.

2025 KEY DATES

Nominations open Friday 4 July

Nominations close noon, Friday 1 August

Delivery of voting packs ~ from Tuesday 9 September

Close of voting noon, Saturday 11 October

Official results announced Friday 17 October

WHO IS BEING ELECTED?
Elections will be required for the following positions:*
> Mayor (elected ‘at large’)

— Councillors (8)
» elected ‘atlarge’ (2)
*  Kawerau General Ward (3)
e Kawerau Maori Ward (3)

— Bay of Plenty Regional Council Members - either:
* 2members from the Eastern Bay of Plenty
General Constituency, or
* 1 member from the Kohi Maori Constituency.

* Subject to determination by the Local Government Commission,
expected by 10 April 2025

In addition electors will be able to vote on a poll — whether
to retain or disestablish the Maori ward for the Kawerau
District Council. The outcome of this poll will be binding
and apply to the 2028 and 2031 triennial elections. The Bay
of Plenty Regional Council is not required to hold a poll on
whether to retain or disestablish their M3ori constituencies.

HOW CAN | BE NOMINATED?

Nominations for these positions open on Friday 4 July 2025
and close at noon on Friday 1 August 2025.

For online nominations go to: www.esp.electionservices.co.nz

Printed nomination papers and a candidate handbook will
also be available during this period from:

— from the District Office, 2 Ranfurly Court, Kawerau;

— ordownload and print at: www.kaweraudc.govt.nz

To be eligible to stand for election, a candidate must be:

> a New Zealand citizen [by birth or naturalisation
ceremony); and

—> enrolled as a Parliamentary elector [anywhere in New
Zealand); and

— nominated by two electors whose names appear on the
electoral roll within the respective area that a candidate
is standing for.

A candidate information handbook is available in May 2025.

WHO CAN VOTE?

Those eligible to vote are all resident electors and non-
resident ratepayer electors whose names appear on the
electoral roll when it closes on Friday 1 August 2025. The
Preliminary Electoral Roll will be available for public
inspection between Friday 4 July 2025 and Friday 1 August
2025 at the District Office, 2 Ranfurly Court, Kawerau.

Resident Roll: All parliamentary electors, including those
on the Maori Electoral Roll, are automatically enrolled on
the Resident Roll, at the address where they live.

Any alterations to the Resident Roll (e.g. change of address
details, including new postal addresses) should be made by:

—> completing the appropriate form (available from the
Electoral Commission or District Office];

phoning 0800 36 76 56;

_>
— accessing the Electoral Commission website:
www.vote.nz.

Page 9
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// bringing change

Ratepayer Roll: If a person is on the parliamentary roll in
one area and pays rates on a property in another area, this

person may be eligible to be enrolled on the non-resident
ratepayer roll. A firm, company, corporation or society
paying rates on a property may nominate one of its members
or officers as a ratepayer elector (provided the nominated
person resides outside the area).

To check if you may be eligible or to obtain an enrolment
form, go to www.ratepayer.co.nz. Ratepayer Roll enrolment
forms are also available at www.kaweraudc.govt.nz.

All electors will be able to vote for the mayor and those
councillors elected ‘at large’. Those electors on the general
electoral roll will be able to vote for the general ward
councillors and those electors on the Maori electoral roll
will be able to vote for the Maori ward councillors.

2025 KAWERAU DISTRICT COUNCIL MAP

HOW TO VOTE?

Voting packs will be posted to all those who have enrolled
from Tuesday 9 September 2025.

The voting period is just over four weeks (Tuesday
9 September 2025 to noon Saturday 11 October 2025.)

Electors may post their completed voting documents back
to the electoral officer using the orange prepaid envelope
sent with their voting document.

A polling place for the issuing of special voting documents
and for the receiving of completed voting documents will be
available from Tuesday 9 September 2025 to noon Saturday
11 October 2025 at the District Office, 2 Ranfurly Court,
Kawerau.

To be counted, all completed voting documents must
be in the hands of the electoral officer or an electoral
official by noon, Saturday 11 October 2025.

RESULTS

Progress results  will be known early afternoon on
election day, and preliminary results will be known by
Sunday, 12 October 2025. Final results will be known by
Friday 17 October 2025, and all results will be accessible on
Council's website: www.kaweraudc.govt.nz.

KAWERAU DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Boundary

Dale Ofsoske | Electoral Officer
Independent Election Services Ltd
Level 2, 198 Federal Street, Auckland

\ 4

election
services

Email: info@electionservices.co.nz
Phone: 0800 922 822

PO Box 5135 Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142

Tania Humberstone, Deputy Electoral Officer
Kawerau District Council

The District Office, Ranfurly Court, Kawerau
Private Bag 1004, Kawerau 3169

Email: tania.humberstonefdkaweraudc.govt.nz
Phone: 07 306 9009

Page 10
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APPENDIX 3

v OTE Do you live in one area and pay rates on a property in another area?

You may qualify to vote in both areas at the local authority elections in October 2025

2 o 25 You may like to vote in this election. Yoting is a way to have your say on what happens in your local community.

This information is designed to help you. It notes who you can contact to enrol, and ways you might qualify to vote.

There are two types of electors...

Residential Electors - If you are registered to vote on the electoral roll, you are automatically enrolled to vote

WH ER EVE R in local authority elections. You will receive a voting document so that you can vote by post.

You PAY Ratepayer Electors - You may also be eligible to enrol as a non-resident ratepayer elector in a council
RATES district if both of these apply:

* you are on the district valuation roll and pay rates in the council district
You CA" * the address where you are registered as a Parliamentary elector is outside that council district.
VOTE. Your eligibility to enrol or be nominated as a ratepayer elector may also depend on your individual

circumstances as determined by criteria in the Local Electoral Act 2001 and its regulations.

An organisation can inate one of its bers or officers to vote on its behalf —

If a firm, company, trust, corporation, society partners, joint tenants and tenants in common collectively pay

rates on a property in a council district, one of the group may be nominated to be the ratepayer elector. P OT I
The person nominating and the nominated person must be registered as Parliamentary electors at addresses

outside the council district where the property is located. 2 02 5

You can only enrol once
You can only enrol, or be nominated to enrol, once in a council district, no matter how many properties you
own in that council district. Council district includes: a city, district and regional council area; a community

board area if established; the area of Auckland Council and the local boards. w H E R EVE R

New Ratepayer Electors
If you think you may be eligible to enrol or fo nominate someone as a ratepayer elector, get an Enrolment You PAY

Form for Ratepayer Electors from the local council where you pay your rates. The Electoral Officer will be able RATES

to help you with your application. You CAN

If you want further information, please scan the QR code below. VOTE
°

Page 11
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Meeting: Council

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Adoption of Council’s Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment
File No.: 201300
1 Introduction

The purpose of this report is for Council to review and adopt Council’s fraud and
corruption risk assessment.

2 Background

Council is required to manage its risks which also includes the risk of fraud, corruption
and bribery occurring.

The Office of the Auditor-General requires every public entity to formally address the
matter of fraud and formulate an appropriate policy on how to minimise it and if it
occurs, how to deal with it. As part of the fraud management process, Council needs
to assess what its major fraud risks are and what controls are in place to reduce those
risks.

Council has a Fraud and Corruption Policy, which was last reviewed and adopted by
Council in August 2023, following the recommendation from Council’s Auditors to add
in Corruption and Bribery to the policy. It is prudent that given this update and
expansion of the policy that the Council reviews and updates the fraud risk assessment
to determine if other potential fraud, corruption or bribery risks need to be added.

Kawerau District Council needs to protect its revenue, property and information. The
Fraud and Corruption Policy has been established to facilitate the development of
controls that will aid in the detection and prevention of fraud against the Council.

The Fraud Risk Assessment as provided in Appendix A and as detailed below was

presented to the Audit and Risk Committee on the 10" of February 2025, with the
committee supporting the assessment as presented.

3 Fraud Risk Assessment

A review and update of the Fraud Risk Assessment has been undertaken, and the
updated assessment is attached in Appendix A. The updated assessment is
essentially the same as the previous assessment, however corruption and bribery has
been added, as well as additional controls to manage fraud, corruption and bribery
risks. For ease of comparison, Appendix B contains the previous risk assessment.
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There are three categories of likely fraud identified, which include:

¢ Financial statement manipulation
e Misappropriation of assets
e Employee corruption and bribery

The assessment identifies the likelihood, significance, controls and residual risks for
each of these categories.

It is important to note that the following Council policies support the prevention of fraud
and corruption:

e Code of Conduct
e Sensitive Expenditure Policy
e Procurement Policy.

Also, Council utilises pre-employment screening assessments, as a precautionary
control process.

4 RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the report “Adoption of Council’s Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment” be
received.

2. That Council adopt the “Fraud and Corruption Risk Assessment” as proposed in
Appendix A.

r

A g S |Fl
e |
P A A AL

Lee-Anne Butler, CA, BMS
Group Manager Finance and Corporate Services

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\R-Council Risk Fraud Risk Assessment Report 2025-02-26 - LAB.docx




45

*398pnq

UIY3IM S| 9NUdA3J
/ainupuadxs
a.nsua

01 2inssaJud awos

$)00(q 40 1day| 4o
pauodal Aj30a4400u)-
192@21iqnd (€

guipod 193.1100U|-
awodul jo Sulwi]-

SI 949y} ‘JONIMOH uolyugodau
"9ouewJo0449d aNudAdY (¢

[eloueuly
'9|qe1daddy | 5|0J3u0d 3ullSIXD '03D Aq malnian0 uo jJuapuadap Aed 8uipod 1o84400U) -
sy SPIIIBNO |[IM [1PUNOD Se ||am Se yjuow yoes S| Jou uaAup 1yo4d $3210AU| 3UIp|OH -
Juswadeuew Joj} 91eldoasdde si98euew Ag pamalnal si98euew juedlIudis 10U S| |IDUNO) uoniugodal
S [eWIUIA 1eY1 Sy 9Je 5|043U0) 1odas Juswadeuep pue jjeis Suiunodoy 10N ‘MO 2Jnypuadx3 (T
:8unioday |enueuly

asuodsay ysiy

uondniio) $]043u0d Su3SIXd sysi4 uondnuaiod
3 pnet4 Sysiy |enpisay JO JUBISSASSY sjoJquod Sunsixjy | juawiiedaq / 9jdoad ouedyiusis pooyian 13 pneJj payiuap|

Asdquq pue uoindnaiod asAo|dwy e

S139sse |1Duno) jo uolleudoiddesin e
uolje|ndiuew JUSWILIS |[BIDUBUI{

-pajiluapl aie CO_HQD.\COU pue pnedj} jo mwtomwumu 2994yl

‘ules |euossad 3sauoysip Joj 3snJ3 Jo uolyisod e Jo asnge ay3 4o Aysauoy Jo A31a8ajul Jo doe| ay3 se paulap si uoidniio)

‘Ajed Jsyjoue

01 sso| Suisned Jo ‘uoiredijqo ue Suipione ‘@8ejueape |ngmejun ue ‘uied jeuosiad Sujuielqo Jo UoIIUBIUI YL YHM uo13daI3p 4O 3sh Y3 Se paulyap Si pned

:JUBWISSASSY YsIY uondniio) pue pnely

-V XIAN3ddV



46

*9|qe1daday
Asid
Ssaua|qeuoseal
JoJ
1uswsdeuew
Aq pamainal
anuaAaJ pue

‘passedAq

upny Ag s
uollepusaWwWoddl
MOJ|04

pue |12uno)

Joj 91eldousdde

‘pea] wea] Suinunoddy
Agq pamainali pue
sia8euew aAndadsal
Aq panouidde s|
2Jn1ipuadxa dAINSUSS <«
‘wa)sAs |josAed
ul 950yl YHM sjunodde
yueq aJedwod 03
udyeMapun aJe s)IvYd «
'S9sed
Qwos uj su91|ddns
paJuaya.d SSY1d0od
SN ‘umouy aJe
s191|ddns 1SO “sHwI|
195 Joj suonedapg  «

490140
[|oJAed/si01pal)
‘os|y ‘aJnypuadxa
asloyine oym

(j1ouno) o1 pasdieyo)
saseydind aleAldd -
S9210AUI paleju| -
SIOPUIA SN0 -

51500 Ajyluo\| 9Je S|0J3U0) 9Je $|0J3u0) "S21INp Jo uollesedas « | SI221440 pue siaSeue| |ela1e N 9|q1ssod 9|gqeAed syunoddy (g
'sieah
‘3]qedandy SNOIAS4d WOJ) dNUDAI
sy yum paiajdwod
SM3IA3J [ed13Ajeue
'SpJed upaJd pue uo1elIduU0ddY <«
pue sOdl143 | paledoiddesiw 'S9sed 1sow
1dadoe os|y Asuow ul pasieJ aJe SIOAU|  «
*3|q1ssod aiaym pue (210Aul OU *3|q1ssod
syuswAed | a1aypn) usaid aq se aundas se1day yse) «
Jlewolne 01 10U s1d19234 92110e.d (Arep) (uoneis uaysuedy
ew Joj 9|qissod | 1s3q 01 pasedwo) ysed Jo uollel|idouodal pue 31is-1 ‘jood
03 padelnodus 83 'passedAq | -juswaBeuew Aq 1uspuadapul pue Suiwwims ‘Aseaqiy
9Je sJawo1sn) aJe sjosuo) | panosdde/paisa] sa11np jo uonesedas « 2@l 1e) s4a1ysed |ea1eN 9|qissod ysed (1
:519ssy
Jo uonendoiddesin
asuodsay sy
uondniio) SjoJ3u0d Sunsixa sysu uondniiod
3 pneu4 Sysiy |enpisay JO JUDWISSASSY sjoJ3uod Sunsixj | juawiedaq / ajdoad duedyiusis pooyiay1 3 pneJj payiuap|




47

'9|qe1dandy
sty

‘weal

11 Aq padeuew
S92IAIP

|ensip jo
juswadeuew
pue uoedlo||y
"S}9SSE JO SSO|
J0j 9dUeINSU|

*3|qe1daddy
JSiY

'$1S00
Alyuow jo
1uswadeuew
Aq mainay

's1ay10

Jo saaAojdwa
SETNHIE]

Aq uayey aue
(sdoade| se yons
sway 3|qeyiod
Ajje1dadsa)
S19sSyY

‘passedAq
2Je S|0J1U0D

paysiiqess3

[9A3] YSU By}
Joj 91eudoudde
paJapisuod

pue juswageuew
Aq paisal

9Je 5|0J43U0)

"aney
suollesiuedio
J3Y30 18YyM
YHM JU31SISU0D
pue [1ouno)

Joj 91eudoudde
9JE 5|0J3U0)

‘pnedy

Aue jo sjuswadeuew
pue uolledlIIUSpP! YUm
1sisse 01 dae|d ul Adljod
uoildnuaio) pue pneu4
'siosiniadng/siadeue|p
Aq mainay

'S19SSE [12UN0d JO 3sn
91eAlud punoue Adljod
's3uip|ing

[1DUNOD Ul SWwJe|y

"asn ul

10U UayM Aeme pax)do0|
9Je )SlJ 1B S13SsY
'S193s518a.
19sse/AJ01udAU|

's91ed4 01 sa8ueyd

Aue pue |suuosiad
M3U J0J pea7 wea ]|
8ununooay ayl Aq
pasuoyine/pamalnay
"wd3sAs

||o4Aed UIYIIM S|OIUOD
'S$3502 pue

[duuosJtad juswiedap
J0 jJuswadeuew

Aq mainay

HEIS IV

J0IH0
[JoJAed/s1011pal)

|era1eN

|eLa1en

3|q1s504

9]q1s50d

siaylo Aq yayl -
99Aojdwa Agq Yay] -
A10juaAu|/S3BSSY (1

sjuawAed
pasioyineun -
saaAojdw3 snoiudl -
|oJAed (€




'ss9204d Supjoayd
juswAojdwa-aid <«
‘PI14u0d 9|qissod
Jo sa491ul, Aue

2Je[29p 03 paJinbau

9Je $10||12UN0) pue
wea)l diysiapes| Joluss  «

*SIINIDS

Jo} su31ddns pue

$J0310eJ3U0D 93e3ua ued

oym 3|doad jo saquinu

9y3 Hwi| 03 9de|d u| aJe
sainpasoud uonedspg «

O "S9IIAIDS pue
Nl spoo3 jo Aiddns ay3y Joy
juswa3edus Jo4 d0e|d
ul s24npadoud a4nsud
01 AdJjod Juswalndold  « ‘uled ajeand
‘anjea Joj saiped |eulaIxa
palyads Suipasixa 0} uoljewJojul
's1413 1dadoe 03 [el3uapIUOd
3|qeun jeis Agatsym }0 aJ4nso|dsiq -
Adijod paysiigeisy « 93pajmouy Japisul
‘Aaquq wou} Suliaanjoud -
J0 uo13dn.I03 JO pnedy S9AI3E|34 SuIldeJ3U0D
*9|qeydady Sl Jo Aue jo Juawadeuew Jo 3uideduq -
JSiY [9AS] 104 SAIPDSYS | pue uoniesliIuspl Yum SYI3/S3oeqyII -
‘Juswageuew ‘paJousi paJapisuod | 1sisse 01 aoe|d ul Adijod 1S3491U1 0O PIJU0) (T
Agq mainay 9Je S31D1|0d S|0J1u0) uondnuio) pue pned4 « | si98euelp/siosiniadng |ela1en 9|q1ssod :Aaqug
1 uondniio)
asuodsay
ys1y uonndnaio) $|043u0d SuiISIXd sysi4 uondnaiod
3 pnet4 SySIy |enpisay JO JUDBWISSASSY sjoJ3uod Sunsixj | juawiedaq / ajdoad duedyiusis pooyiay1 3 pneJj payiuap|




‘sieah
SNoIA94d WOJ) 3NUDAI
"9|qe1dandy ysiy | ‘pajeldosddesiw yHMm uosiiedwod os|y
'SpJed 11paJd pue Asuow 'Sased jsow
SOd1431daodoe pue (a310AUl Ul pasieJ aJe S3JI0AU|
os|y "3|qissod ou aJaymn) uanid "9|qissod se 34ndas
J9ym syuawded | aq 03 jou sydidad 92130eud se 3day ysed (Ajep) (uoneis uaysueuy
d11ewWolNe 3ew Joj 9|qissod | 1saq 031 pasedwo) ysed Jo uollel|idouodal pue 31is-1 ‘jood
01 pa3eJnodoua 83 ‘passedAq ‘Juswadeuew Aqg jusapuadapul pue Suiwwims ‘Aeaq
3Je sJawo1sn) 2Je sjoJluo) | panosdde/paisa) sainp jo uoilesedas Q) 1e) s4a1ysed [ela1e A 9]q1ssod ysed(1
:s)assy
Jo uonendoaddesiy
asuodsay $]043u0d SunsSIXa
Sy pneud S)sIY |[enpisay JO JUBWISSISSY sjoJjuod Sunsixy | jusawiledaq / ajdoad | asuedyiusis pooyian S)SI pneJsy paynuap|
"198pnq ulyym si s)00q 40 1day 4o
anuaAaJ/ainlipuadxa pamodaJ Aj3oa4100u)-
o Jnsua 199 2119nd (€
<t 01 aJnssaud awos Suipod 1034400u)-
SI 9431 J9NaMOH awodul jo Sujwi]-
*9ouewJopad | UoIHUS0I3J SNUBAY (¢
S|0J1U0d ‘03D Aq mainiano |eloueUly Suipoad 1084400u] -
8unsixa apluano [IDUNOD | SE [|]aMm SE yluow yoea uo juapuadap Aed s9210AUl Sulp|OH-
"9|qe1da2dy ysIy | ||IM Juswadeuew Joj a1eludosdde | sia3euew Ag pamainal si98euew juediudis S| Jou uaAlp yjoud uonudodal
SU [BWIUIA 1eY1 sy 9Je 5|043U0) 1JodaJ Juswadeue|y pue jjeis uinunoddy 10N 10U S| [IDUNOD MO 2Jn1puadx3 (T
:Suioday jedueuly
asuodsay $]043u0d SuSIXd
YSIYy pneu4 Sysiy |enpisay JO JUDWISSASSY sjo43uod Sunsixy | juswiiedaq / ajdoad | aauednyiusis pooyian S)SII pneJsy payiauap|

uondnuiod aaAojdwy e

S}asse |1puno) jo uoneldoiddesin e
uoize|ndiuew Juawalels [BIoUBUI{ e

:paI413uUdpI 2Je pnedy Jo saiosaled €

‘98ejuenpe [e83]|1 40 1snfun ue Sululeiqo jo sasodind ay3 Joj dAI9IP 01 [BNPIAIPUI UB AQ 30B [BUOIIUSIUL UB 03 SI9)3J pneld

TZ0¢C WUBWISSasSY YSiY pneld - g4 XIAN3IddV



50

'9]qe1daddy ysiy
‘S}asse JO SSO|
J0} @0uednsu|

"9]qe3dandy sty
'$3502 Ajyuow
J0 jJuswadeuew
Aq mainay

ssaua|qeuoseal
J0J Juswadeuew
Aq pamainal
anuanal pue
$3500 A|yauop

'SJ3Y30 Jo
saaAojdwa Jayld
Aq uayey aue
(sdoide| se yoans
sway 3|qeyiod
Ajjeadsa) s1assy

‘passedAq
9Je $|0J1U0D

paysiqeis3

‘passedAq
9Je S|0J3U0)

[9A3] YIS By}
Joj 91eudoudde
paJapisuod

pue juawasdeuew
Aq pa3sa3

9Je S|0J1U0D

"aney
suollesiuedio
J3Y10 1eym
Y}IM JUD1SISU0D
pue |1puno)

Joj 91elidoudde
9Je $|0J3u0)

upny Aq
SUOI1BPUBIWIOD3
MO||0} pUE |12UN0)
Joj 91eudoudde
9Je S|0J3U0)

's10sIAIadng/siadeue|n
Aq mainay

*$}3SSE |12UN02 JO 3sn
91eAld punoue Adjjod
"s3uIp|ing |12uNo)

ul SwJey "asn ul 1ou
uaym Aeme payo| ale
3SId 3B S13SSY "SJ93151334
19sse/AJ0juanu|

's93ed 03 sadueyd Aue
pue |uuosJad mau
J0J juelunodoe ayl Aq
paslioyine/pamalnay
"wo1sAs

||[o4Aed ulyMm sjoJ3u0)
'$1S0D pue

[QuuosJad juswiiedap
J0 Juswadeuew

Agq malnay

‘juejunodoe
Agq pamainal pue
sia8euew anndadsal
Aq panoudde si
2.n}puadxa SAIISUDS
"w3sAs ||osAed

ul 9S0Y3 YHM syunodde
jyueq atedwod

0} uaXeyspun 3q

0} $H29YD 'SISEI dWOoS
ul sua1jddns paJasaud
SSV1d04d @SN "umouy)
sJa11ddns 1sO|A ‘sywi|
195 40} suonesdalaq
's21Inp J0 uonesedas

HEIS |IV

4900
[JoJAed/s1011pal)

1492140
[JoJAed/s1011pal)

0S|y ‘2Jnypuadxa
9s140Yyine oym
SJ921440 pue sia8eue|N

|elia1e|N

IR

EIBEMEIN

31q1ss0d

3|qIssod

2|q1ss0d

sJsaylo Aq Yayl-
29Aojdwa Aq 13yl -
A101udAu|/S3BSSY (1

sjuswAed
pasioyineun-
soaAojdw3 snoidi4-
||oJAed (€

(puno) o3 padieyod)
saseydind a1eAlid-
S9210AUl pa)e|Jul-
SJOPU3A SNOI111014-
9|qeAed syunoday(z




51

"101]4u02 3|qissod

J0 sa491ul,, Aue
2Je[23p 03 paJinbau
9Je SJ0|IPUNOd

pue jjeis os|y "anjea

S JO paly10ads Suipasixa S9AIlR|DJ
'9|qe1da00y siy [SA3] 4104 BAINIDYD 1418 3do2oe 03 8unoesuod/8uidedus-
‘Juswa8euew paJous paJapisuod 9|geun yjeis Agasaym S8 /sy0eqyoIy-
Ag mainay 2Je s31d1|0d |0J43u0) Adrjod paysijgeisy | siaSeuelp/siosinsadng |ela1eN 9|q1ssod 159431l JO 1IJuod(T
:uondnuio)

asuodsay $]043U0d SunSIXd
)S1y pnead S)sIY |enpisay JO JUBWISSasSY sjo43uod Sunsixy | juswiiedaq / ajdoad | aaueanyiusis pooyiay1 SYSII pnedy payuap|







52

Meeting: Council

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Receipt of Submissions, Deliberations and Adoption of the
Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy

File No: 110800

1 Purpose

The purpose of this workshop is to receive community submissions, deliberate on the
submissions and if deemed appropriate resolve to adopt the Easter Sunday Shop
Trading Policy.

2 Background

In 2016, the Shop Trading Hours Amendment Act introduced the ability for Councils to
adopt a local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy to enable shops to open on Easter
Sunday either across the whole of the district or across parts of the district.

Prior to this legislative change, most shops were required to remain shut on three and
a half days a year, being Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Anzac Day (until 1pm) and
Christmas Day pursuant to the Shop Trading Hours Act 1990. Only limited shops, are
able to open on these days, as set out in section 4 of the Shop Trading Hours Act 1990.

In February 2017, Kawerau District Council adopted the Easter Sunday Shop Trading
Policy 2017. During the pubic consultation at that time, three submissions were received
with two supporting the policy (grocery chains) and one opposed (church). This policy
permitted shops in the whole of the district to open on Easter Sunday.

In 2024, Council received three calls from the public wanting to confirm whether the
Council had a policy to enable Easter Sunday Trading. It was at this stage the policy
was identified as not having been reviewed within the required five-year timeframe and
was automatically revoked in February 2024. This was identified too late to re-enact
prior to Easter 2024. The enquirers were advised that Council would consider whether
or not to re-introduce a policy in the following year.

If Council chooses not to adopt a policy, the Shops Trading Hours Act 1990 will continue
to apply to the district and only limited shops will be able to open on Easter Sunday. If
shops that do not meet any of the exemptions under s4 of the Shop Trading Hours Act
1990 choose to open on Easter Sunday, they risk prosecution and fines of up to $1,000.

This paper was initially postponed due to the introduction of the Repeal of Good Friday
and Easter Sunday as Restricted Trading Days (Shop Trading and Sale of Alcohol)
Amendment Bill mid last year. This bill proposed to repeal Good Friday and Easter
Sunday as restricted trading days, removing the need for Council to adopt a policy on
Easter Sunday trading. This Bill was defeated on 17 December 2024 at the first reading.
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A draft policy was prepared and adopted for public consultation on 12 February 2025.

Submissions and Recommendations for Amendments

Submissions Received

Community consultation commenced on 17 February 2025 and closed on 17 March
2025. During this period, a letter containing all consultation information was provided to
the local retail businesses. This provided all consultation information and submission
form, along with guidance on where to seek further information on employer and
employee rights and obligations, if required.

During this period, Council received three submissions. At the time of writing, no late
submissions had been received.

None of the three submitters wished to speak to their submissions, and as a result no
hearing has been scheduled.

The following summarises the responses received for the two questions.
Question 1: Please tick your preferred option?

Option 1: Adopt a policy allowing all shops in the district to open on Easter Sunday

Option 2: Adopt a policy allowing shops in certain areas of the district to open on
Easter Sunday (please list specific areas, you think should allow Easter
Sunday Trading)

Option 3: Do not adopt a policy

Of the 3 submitters, the responses have been categorised as 66% positive
recommending option 1 - adopt a policy allowing Easter Sunday trading across the
whole district, and 33% negative recommending option 3 - do not allow Easter Sunday
Trading.

Question 2: Please make any further comments you have regarding the Draft Easter
Sunday Shop Trading Policy.

Of the 3 submitters, the responses have been categorised as 66% offering positive
sentiments and 1 offering a sentiment in the negative, towards a policy being adopted.

The individual comments are included in the table below.

Support
| think individual shop owners should be permitted to choose if they wish to open on Easter Sunday or
not. It would be nice if more did open to cater for visitors who may be pushed for time.

| believe shops should have the choice to open or not and providing their staff are fairly and legally
remunerated, then should be able to do so. The community can choose to support them opening or
not. Everyone is entitled to their own prerogative. It's my opinion this legislation is outdated,
archaic and not relevant to much of our communities these days.
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Do not support
Stop erasing Christian values and traditions.

Please refer to Appendix 1 Submissions on the Draft Easter Sunday Shop Trading
Policy to review a list of all submissions.

Recommendation for Amendments

The submissions made no recommended changes or amendments to the content of the
Draft Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy. Based on this, no changes have been made
to the policy, other than adding the proposed commencement date being 31 March
2025.

Options Considered

There are three options available for consideration by Council. These options are
outlined below:

Option One: Adopt a policy allowing all shops in the District to open on Easter Sunday
(Preferred Option)

This option will essentially reinstate the previous policy which enabled shops across
Kawerau District to decide whether to open or not, without the fear of prosecution or
fines.

Advantages
This option provides Employers with the opportunity to make their own decision as to
whether or not to open. This may provide increased revenue, employment and shopping
opportunities.

Enabling trading on Easter Sunday provides alternative activities for the increasing
proportion of the population that do not observe religious holidays or are of a different
religion to those that observe Easter Sunday.

The District wide policy prevents confusion and frustration for business, residents and
tourists as it sets clear and consistent rules.

This option reduces the benefits/disadvantages some businesses gain from being able
to open longer hours, while others cannot, proving fairer business opportunities.

This is one way Kawerau District Council can demonstrate its support in the growth and
development of business opportunities within the district.

Trading on Easter Sunday is also an opportunity for employees to choose to work and
gain an additional day’s wages or revenue, noting that Easter Sunday is not a paid public
holiday and employees are not entitled to be paid time and a half or an alternative day
off. Employees can still refuse to work on Easter Sunday if they want to.
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The majority of support from the community preferred this option.

Disadvantages

A District-wide policy may also impact on the ability of employees and employers to
engage in cultural, religious or whanau activities on Easter Sunday. The importance of
community (however defined by an individual), cannot be underestimated.

Easter Sunday is an important day for Christian religions and this may appear to
undervalue the importance of Easter Sunday to those religions.

Although employees have the right to refuse to work on Easter Sunday, they may not
understand this and may feel pressured to work. Employers may not fully
understand their legal obligations in regards to requesting employees to work over this
period creating misunderstandings.

Existing businesses have been used to having the ability to trade on Easter Sunday up
until last year. While many of the businesses within Kawerau (supermarkets, dairies,
petrol stations) may be able to open (in part or in full) under the provisions in the
Shop Trading Hours Act 1990, not all can.

This option was not supported by all submitters.

General Comments

While it is not Council’s role to ensure employees and employers understand their legal
rights and obligations, this information was included in the community engagement and
frequently asked questions, with guidance on where to seek further information if
required.

Option Two: Adopt a policy allowing shops in certain areas of the District to open on
Easter Sunday

This option will only enable shops in some areas in Kawerau District to decide whether
to open or not. This option is largely impractical for a District the size of Kawerau, where
we are one community and are not divided into suburbs, wards or have other satellite
communities.

Advantages
This option provides individual communities with the option to self-determine what is
best for their area.

Disadvantages
Kawerau District does not have readily defined suburbs, wards or satellite communities.
We are one community.

This would create an unintended administration burden and significant community
consultation to determine defined areas for a policy, which largely impacts only those
currently operating in the central business area.

No support was provided for this option during community consultation.



4.3

4.4

56

Option Three: Status Quo, Do not adopt a Policy

This Option would mean the Easter Sunday trading would remain a restricted trading
day and only shops with an exemption under sections 4, 4A and 4B of the Shop
Trading Hours Act 1990 would be able to open.

The shops enabled under the Act include dairies, service stations, takeaway bars,
restaurants, cafes, duty free stores, shops providing services but not selling goods (e.g.
a hairdresser), real estate agencies, pharmacies, garden centres, shops at public
transport hubs, shops within an exhibition or show and souvenir stores. There are some
restrictions around these shops opening that can be viewed at the attached link
https://www.employment.govt.nz/leave-and-holidays/public-holidays/restricted-trading-
days-for-shops

The occupier of a shop not allowed to trade, could be liable for a fine of up to $1,000 for
trading on Easter Sunday as enforced by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and
Employment.

Advantages
This option protects an important day in the Christian religions.

This option provides for one day in which whanau, social, cultural and recreational
benefits are supported through a guaranteed day where a majority of employees are not
working.

A limited number of shops will remain open to service the District on Easter Sunday.

This removes concerns that some employers and employees may not fully understand
their rights and obligations and the disputes this may raise.

One of the three submitters supported this option.

Disadvantages

Only limited shops would be able to open on Easter Sunday, reducing the opportunities
for businesses to self-determine any benefits (revenue) in opening and some employees
will lose the opportunity for additional working hours.

This option may create inconsistencies between our District and other districts in the
Bay of Plenty area, meaning tourists may choose to visit those other districts during
Easter weekend. This could negatively impact our local economy.

This option creates inconsistencies between those businesses that can open and those
that cannot. This may also create a ‘risk taking’ attitude, where businesses open anyway
risking prosecution or a fine.

This option was not supported by the majority of submitters.

Other Bay of Plenty Councils

Councils across the Bay of Plenty all have policies in place to enable trading on Easter
Sunday. Where there are inconsistencies, this will encourage visitors to travel to other


https://www.employment.govt.nz/leave-and-holidays/public-holidays/restricted-trading-days-for-shops
https://www.employment.govt.nz/leave-and-holidays/public-holidays/restricted-trading-days-for-shops
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districts where there is more opportunity to visit open shops. While Kawerau District is
a smaller district with less shopping opportunities, businesses may be further
disadvantaged if they are unable to open while others around the region can. The
community is also disadvantaged by having to travel, when options may have been
available locally.

Policy and Plan Considerations

There are no policy or plan provisions that conflict with the recommendations in this
report.

Legal Considerations

There is no legal requirement to adopt an Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy, and the
scope of the policy is tightly defined.

The policy can only:

a) Permit shops to open on Easter Sunday in an area comprising —
i) The whole of its district; or
ii) Any part or parts of its district.

The Act does not allow for the policy to:

a) Permit shops to open only for some purposes; or

b) Permit only some types of shops in the area to open; or

c) Specify times at which shops may or may not open; or

d) Include any other conditions as to the circumstances in which shops in the area
may open.

Any policy introduced, would not override shop-trading provisions in other legislation
such as the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 (which allows the sale of alcohol in
limited circumstances).

In addition, the policy would not address shop employees’ rights, as this is governed
under the Shop Trading Hours Act 1990. Shop employees have the right to refuse to
work on Easter Sunday.

Enforcement of the Shop Trading Hours Act 1990 is the role of the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment. The introduction of an Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy
would not come with enforcement requirements for Council. The policy is essentially
enabling trade on Easter Sunday, the policy is not able to be breached as the option to
open on Easter Sunday is not mandatory.

Under section 5E of the Shop Trading Act 1990, within 10 days after Council adopts a
local Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy, Council must notify the Chief Executive of the
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment, of the adoption of a policy and
provide a copy of the resolution and the adopted policy.
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7 Financial Considerations

There are no budget considerations associated with the recommendations in this report.

8 Significance and Engagement

In accordance with Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy, the matters in this
report are considered low significance. In saying this, under section 5B of the Shop
Trading Hours Act 1990, Council is required to consult using the special consultative
process outlined in section 83 of the Local Government Act 2002.

The following documents were required for the special consultative process:

a) Draft Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy
b) Statement of Proposal

Also included in the consultation package was:

c) Frequently Asked Questions
d) Submissions Form

The formal consultation process was undertaken between 17 February and 17 March
2025. A public notice was advertised in the Beacon, and on Council’s Website and
Council’s Facebook page. Community drop in centres were made available and letters
were delivered to local retail businesses in Kawerau.

Easter Sunday is on 20 April 2025. Under the Shop Trading Hours Act 1990, employers
must give their employees no less than 4 weeks written notice of their right to refuse to
work on Easter Sunday. While this policy will not be in place within this timeframe, the
information package and letter regarding consultation on the proposed policy, which was
delivered to local retail business, included relevant information regarding their legal
requirements around opening and where they could seek further advice.

9 Attachments

The following documents are attached:

e Appendix 1: Draft Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy Submissions
e Appendix 2: Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy

10 RECOMMENDATIONS

1.  That the report “Receipt of Submissions, Deliberations and Adoption of the Easter
Sunday Shop Trading Policy” be received.

2. That Council receive the submissions.
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3. That Council deliberates on the Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy; and

4. That Council resolves to adopt the Easter Sunday Shop Trading Policy 2025
effective from 31 March 2025; and

5.  That Council authorises the Group Manager Regulatory and Planning to make any
necessary minor edits or changes to reflect decisions made by Council at the
meeting.

7=

Michaela Glaspey
Group Manager Regulatory and Planning

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\R - Receipt Submissions Deliberation and the Adoption of the Easter Sunday Shop
Trading Policy 2025-03-26.docx
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Shop Trading Hours Act 1990 enables territorial authorities to have a local

policy to permit shops in the whole or any part(s) of its district to open on Easter
Sunday.

1.2 Council recognises the importance of supporting local businesses while also
respecting the rights of workers and considering the community impact.

1.3 The policy aims to support local businesses by providing them the option to
trade on Easter Sunday and providing increased choice and convenience for
residents and visitors.

2. POLICY PURPOSE

The purpose of the policy is to provide shops in Kawerau District with the option to
open on Easter Sunday.

3. SCOPE

This policy applies to the whole of the Kawerau District, as indicated in Schedule 1 of
this policy.

4. DEFINITIONS
Act means the Shop Trading Hours Act 1990 and its amendments.
District means Kawerau District

Shop has the meaning set out in section 2 of the Act.

Explanatory notes \

Section 2 of the Act, defines shop as:

A building, place, or part of a building or place, where goods are kept, sold, or offered for sale,
by retail; and includes an auction mart, and a barrow, stall, or other subdivision of a market; but
does not include-
(a) a private home where the owner or occupier’s effects are being sold (by auction or
otherwise); or
(b) a building or place where the only business carried on is that of selling by auction
agricultural products, pastoral products, and livestock, or any of them; or
(c) abuilding or place where the only business carried on is that of selling goods to people
\ who are dealers, and buy the goods to sell them again.

5. POLICY STATEMENT

5.1 Any shop is permitted to open on Easter Sunday within the Kawerau
District.
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5.2 Nothing in this policy requires any shop to open.
6. EXEMPTIONS

6.1 This policy does not:

a) apply to any day other than Easter Sunday;
b) control the types of shops that may open or the opening hours;

c) apply to the sale and supply of alcohol on Easter Sunday which is
regulated by the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012.

SCHEDULE 1 - KAWERAU DISTRICT MAP
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Meeting: Councill

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Adoption of the Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments
to the Reserve Management Plan.

File No.: 320400

1 Purpose

21

The purpose of this report is to adopt the Freedom Camping Bylaw, having previously
received and deliberated on the submissions received on 26 February 2025.

Background

The Freedom Camping Bylaw 2019, was introduced as a means to address problems
that had arisen with freedom camping in Kawerau District. The introduction of the
Bylaw was considered the best way to protect freedom camping areas and the health
and safety of people in the Kawerau District and enabled Council to adopt an
infringement regime to help manage the freedom camping areas.

A new Bylaw must be reviewed within 5 years of implementation and then every 10
years after this. This is the first review of the current bylaw.

In addition to a standard review, in June 2023, changes were made to the Freedom
Camping Act 2011 and the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Act 2006 through the
enactment of the Self-Contained Vehicles Legislation Act 2023, which had the purpose
of improving the management of vehicle based freedom camping.

The amendments to the Freedom Camping Act included amending the definition of
freedom camping and self-contained vehicle definition. The full definition can be
viewed within the proposed draft Freedom Camping Bylaw. Please note the definition
includes those who are not considered a freedom camper.

The Act now provides a presumption that freedom camping on local authority land is a
permitted activity, including the use of a tent or temporary structures. While Council
can restrict freedom camping to set areas within the District, or set types of freedom
camping via a bylaw, Council cannot issue a blanket ban on freedom camping.

In June 2024, prior to completing a review of the Freedom Camping Bylaw, Council
undertook an initial site assessment of all Council owned land. These site
assessments were considered as part of the review of the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

Initial Review

The Bylaw balances freedom camping with protecting community reserves for
recreational purposes, through defining areas of Council-owned land that are either
restricted or prohibited for freedom camping. In addition to this, the bylaw provides
enforcement options that are not otherwise available under the Freedom Camping Act
or other legislation.
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Enforcement and monitoring is currently limited to working hours (8am-5pm), however
Council is in the progress of engaging contractors to provide additional monitoring.

The Freedom Camping Bylaw is still considered necessary for the following reasons:

e Kawerau receives a consistent number of freedom campers on an ongoing basis
(the average would be around 5 per night — although this is likely low), plus we
have a number of groups which attend events within Kawerau. Without a bylaw in
place, we may not have sufficient control over the use of Council Land (particularly
Firmin Lodge and Prideaux Park).

e Enforcement powers, although not often used, help ensure the majority of visitors
comply, and provides staff with a means to address serious non-compliance.

e The bylaw helps inform the community of their rights and obligations.

The key issues identified with the current bylaw were:

e Wording of the bylaw enables a maximum of seven consecutive nights in any
calendar month. Unfortunately, having stayed for six consecutive nights, providing
they leave, they could return for another set of seven consecutive nights and not
technically be in breach of the bylaw.

e Bylaw does not allow exemptions or prior approval. Council is often faced with
individuals requesting to stay additional nights, however the bylaw has no
provisions to enable this.

e Site assessments indicate the need to adjust the availability of certain sites.

e The bylaw is currently inconsistent with the Reserves Management Plan, which is
currently under review.

Post Review Process

Upon completion of the review, Council determined that a bylaw under the Freedom
Camping Act 2011 was the most appropriate way to manage issues relating to
freedom camping, and that the proposed bylaw was the most appropriate form of
bylaw. The proposed bylaw was assessed as not being inconsistent with the New
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990.

On 31 July 2024, the draft freedom camping bylaw was adopted for
consultation for the period 5 August 2024 to 6 September 2024. During the
consultation period, Council received 21 submissions on the proposed bylaw.

The submissions were received by Council and deliberations were commenced,
however were placed on hold awaiting a legal opinion on whether or not the site
assessments complied with the provisions under the Freedom camping Act
2011.

At the same time, the High Court decision New Zealand Motor Caravan Association
Incorporated v Queenstown Lakes Council [2024] NZHC 2729 was reported. One
finding of the decision was that the consideration of amenity and economic factors
were outside the scope of the Freedom Camping Act 2011. As a result, Council made
the decision to complete reassessments of all site assessments.

A full reassessment of the site assessments was completed, which included removing
all reference to and consideration of amenity and economic values.

While the review of the site assessments, changed some scoring of the individual
criteria for various sites, the site reassessments did not lead to significant changes.
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No sites were reclassified to enable freedom camping, that were previously
recommended to be prohibited or restricted in the June 2024 site assessments.

Two sites (Waterwheel Heritage Park, Tamarangi Reserve) were removed from the
prohibited sites, as they did not meet the level in which would exclude them from being
suitable for freedom camping. These sites remain unable to be used for Freedom
Camping as they are prohibited under s44(1) of the Reserves Act 1977." The Circus
Paddock was also removed from the Bylaw.

The Freedom Camping Bylaw was amended to reflect the outcome of the site
assessments. On 13 November 2024, Council adopted the amended Bylaw and the
newly proposed amendments to the Reserve Management Plan (see below point 4 for
consistency) for public consultation between the period of 18 November 2024 and 20
December 2024. A total of 8 submissions were received.

Submissions Received and Deliberations

Brief overview of submissions received

Question 1:
Do you support the introduction of the Freedom Camping Bylaw as proposed?

Of the 8 submissions, six responses were categorised as positive (6 submissions,
75%), and two had no view (2 submissions, 25%).

Four submissions, although positive indicated the need for some amendments, those
that indicated their suggested amendments recorded concerns for the homeless and
those living in their vehicles.

No submissions provided a negative sentiment.

Question 2:
Do you support the proposed changes to the Reserve Management Plan?

Of the 8 submissions, one response was positive (12.5%) and seven had no view on
this question (87.5%). Two of those who recorded no response, made follow up
comments. One in support of the amendments to the Reserves Management Plan and
one stated the review was appropriate to ensure it was still fit for purpose.

Question 3:
Do you support or oppose the introduction of a limit of a total of seven (7) nights
of freedom camping in one calendar month?

Of the 8 submissions, two responses were positive (25%), three responses provided
alternative options (37.5%), and three responses had no view (87.5%).

Two submitters agreed with 7 nights, although one mentioned 2 to 3 nights a week is
sufficient.

1 Section 44(1) of the Reserves Act 1977 prohibits camping where not specifically incorporated in a operative Reserves
Management Plan.
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Three submitters recommended a range of alternative nights, one wanting more nights
(10-14) and two wanting less nights (4 nights, 7 nights in one year). No reasons were
given for the extended timeframe.

Question 4:
What are your reasons for your support or opposition of the proposed Freedom
Camping Bylaw?

This question was an accidental double up — but provided some further feedback.
Of the 8 submitters, there were 4 responses.

Two responses related to the 7 days being an appropriate timeframe. The other
comments relates to it being difficult to find freedom camping and that it would be good
to maintain the freedom camping sites.

Question 5:
Do you support the new proposed restricted and prohibited sites? This would
mean:

o Prideaux Park - extend current restricted area to include the grassed area
along the northern side of the Kawerau Bowling Club;

o Firmin Field - reducing the area for freedom camping to provide better
parking for recreational users.

o Ron Hardie Recreation Centre - now prohibited due to health and safety
concerns with Sulphur levels;

Of the 8 submitters, four responses were positive (50%), one was negative (12.5%),
and three submitters had no view (37.5%).

The majority of responses (4) indicated positive sentiments to the proposed
changes to the restricted or prohibited sites. However, two of the positive sentiments
only supported in part, one reasoning they only support at Firmin Field and the other
stated that if freedom camping is limited at Firmin, then the parks should be restricted
to freedom campers only, not recreational uses.

One submitter did not support the proposed changes and requested freedom camping
to be kept limited, creating less issues and also requested no increase in levels of
service to maintain.

Question 6:

Do you agree with enabling Boyce Park, Waterhouse Street Reserve and Firmin
Field (along the northern and eastern edge of the field), as sites for freedom
camping in self-contained vehicle only with prior approval? (access needs to be
provided by Council as reserves do not have vehicle access)

Of the 8 submissions, three responses were positive (37.5%), one was negative
(12.5%), and four offered no view (50%).

Of the positive sentiments, two only supported in part with one wanting to ensure the
prior approval was not prohibitive and the second did not want to enable Waterhouse
Street Reserve preferring it be left for dog walkers.
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One response did not support the proposed changes and suggested Council offer a
“reserve and pay” space to help keep rates low.

The majority of submissions (4) did not indicate a response to this question.

Question 7:
Do you agree with the introduction of obtaining prior approval to freedom camp
in non-self-contained vehicles and tents, within the restricted areals:

e Waterhouse Street Reserve, and/or

¢ Firmin Field (on the Northern and Eastern areas of the field itself).

Of the 8 submissions, four were positive (50%), two were negative (25%), and two had
no view (25%).

The majority of submissions (4) indicated positive sentiments to enabling specific
areas for non-self-contained vehicles with pre-approval. One of the four only
supported in part, stating it should only be for very short periods and an upgrade of
an ablution block is needed.

Two submitters did not support the non-self-contained vehicles or tents, as the
timeframe was too long, a 48hrs maximum and recommended Council charge a fee
for dealing with rubbish, and providing water. One wanted whanau to visit free, without
the worry of fines.

Question 8:
Please provide any further comments you have on the proposed Freedom
Camping Bylaw?

Out of the 8 submitters, 5 made further comments on the proposed freedom camping
bylaw. These submissions cover a range of perspectives from concern for the
homeless, the growing number of people living in their motorhomes, to the method in
which the site assessments were completed.

The following cover the key themes identified in the responses to question 7.

General comments

One submitter is new to freedom camping but did agree rules need to be set. Another
made the comment, provision for two areas, plus provision for group who wish to use
other, plus free pools and free power.

Homelessness
Concerns were raised about what this will mean for the homeless that live in their
vehicles.

Freedom Camping Site Re-Assessment

One submitter while commending Council for removing the not relevant considerations
such as amenity and economic values, was concerned that other consideration
appeared to back fill the reasons in order to retain or increase the scores.

Waterwheel Heritage Park
One submission stated the Waterwheel Heritage Park meets the criteria for restricted
camping and requests that in the future there is an opportunity to allow some form of
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vehicle based freedom camping on site and recommended Council enable through the
bylaw and passes a resolution under the Reserves Act.

Temporary Closures or Restrictions of Freedom Camping

One submission while not objecting to temporary closures recommended clarification
around the definition of temporary to ensure if used it is required to be proportionate
and not inconsistent with the New Zealand Bill of Rights.

Freedom Camping Restricted Areas — Roads with speed limits of 50km/h or less
One submitter does not support the prohibition of freedom camping on roads with
speed limits of 50km/hr or less and states it is unclear why it is necessary to effectively
blanket ban campers from parking directly outside any residence, commercial or
industrial premise. The submitter recommends it be deleted.

Freedom Camping Prohibited Area - Council Owned Carparks

One submission suggested council owned carparks are ideal locations for motorhomes
to park overnight and other towns have benefited from offering overnight parks within
walking distance from town.

Business Services
One submitter referenced their suite of solutions for freedom camping being a pay as
you go system, with booking system and monitoring.

Hearing and Deliberations

On 26 February 2025, submissions were presented to Council and an opportunity was
provided for those that wished to be heard. Unfortunately, those wishing to speak were
unable to present their ideas due to unforeseen circumstances.

Deliberations were undertaken upon receipt of the submissions. Council considered
each of the consultation questions, along with the other topics raised as part of the
consultation.

The key points of Council deliberations are as follows:
¢ On consideration of the number of nights — Council agreed the 7 nights had
previously been agreed and was a happy medium. Other comments included
that 7 nights in one year was very light and unrealistic for those visiting more
than once or coming to attend events. 10- 14 nights in a month was stretching
things.

e Council agreed with the consideration of the amendments made to the restricted
and prohibited sites as follows:
o Prideaux Park — parking on the northern edge of the Bowling Club
o Firmin Lodge — reduction of freedom camping to the eastern edge of the
carpark
o Ron Hardie Recreation Centre — prohibited due to health and safety
concerns (excellent)

e Council maintains its support for prior approval to enable use for legitimate
temporary freedom campers. Other comments included that the freedom
camping rules are intended for those visitors on a temporary basis, it was not
intended for those living permanently in their mobile homes.
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Support is given for the introduction of non-self-contained vehicles/tents at
Firmin Field or Waterhouse Street Reserve with prior approval, for legitimate
freedom campers. Comments acknowledged the facilities were not designed
for the purpose of freedom campers and that prior approval enabled a
discussion with applicants around suitability, needs and availability of facilities
(pools showers, toilets), while enabling conditions to be determined on a case
by case nature. Talks about being responsibly permissive.

Opening the Waterwheel Heritage Park was considered not suitable at this
stage for the purpose of freedom camping due to current neighbour and current
use. Further consideration may be able to be given to this through later long-
term plans or district planning. Not supported at this stage.

Further wording was suggested around temporary closures to help address the
submissions — In making a decision to temporarily close or restrict access to a
freedom camping site, Council will ensure any changes are reasonable in the
circumstances and are not inconsistent with s11 of the Freedom Camping Act
2011. This additional wording was supported.

Some discussion occurred around the restriction of freedom camping on 50km/h
roads. Major concern was around the limited room on the roads for emergency
vehicles such as ambulances, fire engines, causing a health and safety risk.
With the freedom camping sites available, there is no lack of parks. When
visiting family or friends, campers could park off the section/driveway and if
room is limited, the property owner could park their vehicles (cars) on the road.
Again this is about temporary visiting and not any a form of permanency, Council
is satisfied there is sufficient parking available.

On the consideration of opening other Council owned carparks close to the town
centre, it was considered the parking available at Maurie Kjar Aquatic Centre
was sufficient and is central to the town centre. This could be reviewed later if
there was a change.

Amendments made upon submissions and deliberation

On deliberation Council did not request significant changes in the proposed Freedom
Camping Bylaw. Based on the discussion and the submissions received the final
freedom camping bylaw has been amended as follows:

Pg 2 — First adopted date added, and amended next review date being 10 years
from adoption

Pg 4 — Added resolution date and adoption date (based on today’s report, if
approved). Added the name of the Freedom Camping Bylaw into the explanatory
note

Page 7 - Definition added for temporary and minor corrections

Page 10 — Minor corrections

Page 11 — New clauses added around considerations when temporarily closing
a venue and where closed for more than a month, a site assessment will be
completed to determine if site need reclassification under the bylaw. One minor
correction

Page 14 — Added clarification for parking at Maurie Kjar Aquatic Centre.

Page 15 — Added map numbers

Pg 24 — Map name corrected
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All amendments are in red for ease of identification for this report. If adopted these
will be changed to black on the final document.

Reserve Management Plan Amendments

Alongside the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw, Council also sought feedback on
amendments to the Reserve Management Plan to ensure the rules are consistent with
the Freedom Camping Bylaw. During the consultation, one submission agreed with
the proposed changes, no other submitters responded to this question.

The Reserve Management Act 1977 prohibits freedom camping unless enabled
through a Reserve Management Plan. The following amendments were proposed to
be included in the Reserve Management Plan. If approved, the amendments will be
incorporated to align with the effective date of the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

Boyce Park
We are proposing to amend Boyce Park in the Reserve Management Plan to allow

self-contained vehicles to freedom camp on the reserve with prior approval from
Council by adding the following to page 8 of the Reserves Management Plan. Under
policies add a heading - Freedom Camping and the following wording_“That freedom
camping is permitted upon prior approval from Council in self- contained vehicles. The
maximum length of stay is set out in the Kawerau District Council Freedom Camping
Bylaw.”

Firmin Field

We are proposing to amend Firmin Field in the Reserve Management Plan to allow for
self-contained vehicles to freedom camp on the eastern side of the reserve carpark
and upon prior approval for self-contained, non-self-contained and tents by adding the
following to page 10 of the Reserves Management Plan. Under policies add a heading
- Freedom Camping and the following wording_“That freedom camping is permitted on
the eastern side of the Firmin Lodge carpark. In addition, upon application Council
may consider prior approval for self-contained vehicles, non-self-contained vehicles
and tents for organised groups in which capacity of other areas may not be sufficient
for demand. The maximum length of stay is set out in the Kawerau District Council
Freedom Camping Bylaw.”

Prideaux Park

We are proposing to amend the wording for Prideaux Park in the Reserve Management
Plan. This will allow for self-contained vehicles to freedom camp on the northern edge
of the Bowling Club and to enable the use of Maurie Kjar Aquatic Centre carpark during
the hours of 4pm to 9am. Upon application Council may also consider prior approval
for self-contained vehicles on the field by adding the following to page 22 of the
Reserves Management Plan. Amend the Heading Self-Contained Motor Vehicle Sites
to Freedom Camping and amend the wording to state “Self-contained motor vehicles
are permitted to park behind the field pavilion and along the northern boundary of the
Bowling Club. In addition, freedom camping is allowed been 4pm and 9am at Maurie
Kjar Aquatic Centre carpark and upon application, Council may consider prior approval
for self-contained vehicles, for organised groups in which capacity of other areas may
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not be sufficient for demand.. The maximum length of stay is set out in the Kawerau
District Council Freedom Camping Bylaw.”

Waterhouse Reserve

We are proposing to amend Waterhouse Reserve in the Reserve Management Plan
to allow for self-contained vehicles, non-self-contained vehicles and tents to freedom
camp on the reserve with prior approval by adding the following to page 33 of the
Reserves Management Plan. Under policies add a heading - Freedom Camping and
the following wording “That freedom camping is permitted upon prior approval from
Council in self-contained vehicles, non-self-contained vehicles and tents. The
maximum length of stay is set out in the Kawerau District Council Freedom Camping
Bylaw.”

Options Considered

There are two options available for consideration.

Option 1: Adopt the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments to the
Reserve Management Plan ( Preferred Option)

This option follows the deliberations undertaken on 26 February 2025, which indicated
Council’s views on the questions and responses received by the community.

This option would see the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw adopted. This will have
the effect of managing freedom camping on Council reserves as set out in the restricted
and prohibited areas. This also provides for Council to allow prior approval for freedom
camping outside of the provisions of the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

This option provides a good balance between providing freedom camping and
protecting the area, the health and safety of the people that may visit and protect the
access.

Option 2: Status Quo

Without finalising the review of the Freedom Camping Bylaw, the current bylaw would
lapse and be automatically revoked after two years. (Council could choose to revoke
instantly). With the changes to the Freedom Camping Act 2011, this will enable
freedom camping in both self-contained and non-self-contained vehicles or tents on
Council owned reserves unless not enabled through the Reserves Act 1977. Currently,
this will enable freedom camping only at Prideaux Park.

Council would also need to rely on the default provisions within legislation in order to
enforce Freedom Camping. The legislation associated to Freedom Camping includes
the Freedom Camping Act 2011, the Reserves Act 1977 and the Resource
Management Act 1991. The Freedom Camping Act 2011, provides additional
enforcement provisions where a bylaw has been enacted.

This option is not recommended.
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Policy and Plan Considerations

There are minor amendments required to the Reserves Management Plan to align with
the amendments in the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw. These amendments have
been outlined and included in the consultation, which enables them to be incorporated
into the Reserves Management Plan.

There are no identified inconsistencies with any of the Council’s policies or
plans in relation to this report.

Financial Considerations

Enforcement Costs
The following considerations have been undertaken.

The enforcement for freedom camping is currently undertaken by Council Staff and
this will continue at no additional cost.

Council is currently following a tender process to engage after hours services which
may include freedom camping depending on the cost indicators received. It is expected
this may be able to be covered within our current budget, however this will not be
confirmed until the tender process has been completed.

Where the additional services are not able to be covered within current budgets (or
exceed expectations), the services will continue being undertaken by Council staff, with
the option to extend working hours through running a split shift.

Setting Fees for Prior Approval
This requires an application for prior consent to be lodged with a fee, as set out in
Council’s schedule of fees and charges.

The work involved in processing a prior consent application for Freedom Camping
includes:
e 30mins —review of application, current arrangements/bookings and preparation
of an approved consent.
e 30mins — opening/closing access gates, including any basic clean up or repair
e 15mins daily monitoring.

These costs do not include any additional servicing of the facilities in the location, as
this would be very dependent on the group size.

While one of the core reasons to enable prior consent is to cater for large events, there
is also the ability for individuals to request to stay for a long period or in an alternative
area, or for a non-self-contained camper requesting to use the facilities.

For this reason, it is proposed that we have a separate fee for individuals and groups
as proposed below:

e $45 for single vehicle
e $80 for groups
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The reasoning for the higher fees for groups is there will be a higher cost in monitoring
due to the time involved and additional costs in maintaining facilities.

These charges will not cover the full cost of the additional services, however provide a
balance between providing additional services and not being too prohibitive.

Legal Considerations

Prior to approving the Proposed Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw and Statement of
Proposal for consultation, Council must consider the following statutory considerations.

Is the Bylaw the most appropriate way of addressing the perceived problem?

Kawerau District receive a large number of freedom campers in comparison to its size.
With limited accommodation sites in Kawerau a lot of visitors need to consider
alternative options such as freedom camping.

While freedom campers are welcome, they also contribute towards some negative
impacts on the environment and the community. These include:

e Pollution of the environment, resulting in health issues such as unsanitary human
waste;

e Freedom Campers limiting access to sites for other visitors such as tourist sites
like the pools, Firmin Lodge, residential areas.

Since the amendments to the Freedom Camping Act 2011, Council has recognised
that controlling freedom camping was necessary to protect the district’'s environment,
including the visual amenity, landscapes and waterways.

Complaints and community tensions can occur particularly when ratepayers are
inconvenienced by Freedom Campers through Ilimited access, damage to
infrastructure, concerns about the mess left behind.

Lastly, there are also concerns around the use of non-self-contained vehicles, campers
staying too long, failing to pay for powered site and campers not using on-board
facilities.

The Bylaw is an appropriate way of monitoring and managing the Freedom Campers
and the site they visit.

Is the proposed Bylaw the most appropriate form of Bylaw? s155(2)(a) LGA

Section 155(2)(a) requires Council to determine whether the proposed Bylaw is the
most appropriate form of Bylaw. While finding that the previous Bylaw could be
improved, it is believed that the proposed amendments will sufficiently address any
shortcomings, along with ensuring consistency with the Freedom Camping Act 2011
updates.
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Does the proposed new Bylaw give rise to any implications under the New Zealand Bill
of Rights Act 19907?

The proposed Bylaw is not considered to be inconsistent with the Bill of Rights Act
1990.

While there may be potential limitations to the freedom of movement due to limited
access to Council grounds for the purpose of freedom camping, it is considered these
limits are justified for the following reasons:

e Site assessments have been completed which provide an assessment of which
sites should be restricted to protect the area, health and safety of visitors or the
significance of the site.

e The site is still accessible on foot and visitors are welcome, it is only the vehicle
access or the ability to camp that is restricted.

e The majority of sites do not have access or are fenced off.

e The new Bylaw enables prior approval for special circumstances.

Significance and Engagement

The matters in this report are considered to be of a moderate significance due to the
level of community interest, and the possible adverse impact on the community and
environment.

Public consultation was undertaken under s83 of the Local Government Act on two
separate occasions including 5 August to 6 September 2024 and 17 November to 20
December 2024, after amendments were made to the draft bylaw.

A total of 21 submissions were received on the first engagement round with a further
8 received on the second.

An invitation was sent to Ngati Tawharetoa ki Kawerau, Tawharetoa ki Kawerau
Hauora, Ngati Rangitihi, Ngati Awa, Maori Investments and Tuhourangi to discuss or
make a submission on the proposed Bylaw. We have received no feedback.

We also reached out to the New Zealand Motor Home Association through local
representatives to advise them of the consultation on the Proposed Freedom Camping
Bylaw. They have provided a submission on both iterations of the Freedom Camping
Bylaw.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the report “Adoption of the Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments to the
Reserve Management Plan” be received.

2. That Council confirms the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw is the most
appropriate way to manage freedom camping in Kawerau.
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3. That Council confirms the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw as attached

i) Is in the most appropriate form of the Bylaw; and
ii) Does not give rise to any implications under, and is not inconsistent with, the
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990.

4. That Council resolves to adopt the Freedom Camping Bylaw 2025 pursuant to
section 11 of the Freedom Camping Act 2011.

5. That Council authorises the Group Manager Regulatory and Planning to make any
necessary minor drafting or presentation amendments to the Freedom Camping
Bylaw to correct errors or omissions, or to reflect decisions made by Council during
the meeting to adopt the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

6. That Council approves the commencement for the Freedom Camping Bylaw to be
1 April 2025.

7. That Council resolves to adopt the proposed changes to the Reserves
Management Plan for consistency with the Freedom Camping Bylaw.

8. That Council adopts the fees and charges as proposed, or as determined by
Council, for prior consent applications.

Michaela Glaspey
Group Manager Regulatory and Planning

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\R - Adoption of the Freedom Camping Bylaw and Amendments to the
Reserve Management Plan 2025-03-26.docx
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2. Title

This bylaw shall be known as the Kawerau District Council Freedom Camping Bylaw
20109.

3. Commencement

This bylaw came into force on 1 October 2019. Amendments to this bylaw come into
force on 1 April 2025, in accordance with a resolution of Council made on 26 March
2025.

4. Enabling enactment

This bylaw is made in accordance with section 11 of the Freedom Camping Act 2011
(‘Act’). This bylaw should be read alongside the Act.

5. Purpose
The purpose of this bylaw is to control freedom camping in the Kawerau District in

order to:
a) Protect local authority areas;
b) Protect the health and safety of people who may visit local authority areas; and

c) Protect access to local authority areas.

Explanatory Notes
The provisions of the Freedom Camping Bylaw only apply to land owned and controlled
by Council. It does not apply to private land or land owned by the Department of
Conservation, Land Information New Zealand or the New Zealand Transport Agency.

6. Explanatory notes

This bylaw contains explanatory notes, which do not form part of this bylaw. The
Council may add, amend or delete explanatory notes at any time without amending
the bylaw.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 4
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For the purpose of this bylaw, the following definitions apply:

Act

Chief Executive

Council
District

Enforcement Officer

Freedom camp

means the Freedom Camping Act 2011 (“Act”).

means the person appointed by Council under section
42 of the Local Government Act 2002.

means Kawerau District Council.
means Kawerau District.

means a person appointed as an enforcement officer
under section 32 of the Freedom Camping Act 2011.

has the meaning set out in section 5 of the Act.

-

as:

As at 7 June 2023, section 5 of the Act, defines freedom camp as:

(1) In this Act, freedom camp means to camp (other than at a camping ground) within 200m of
an area accessible by motor vehicle or within 200m of the mean low-water springs line of
any sea or harbour, or on or within 200m of a formed road or a Great Walks Track, using
either or both of the following:

(a) a tent or other temporary structure:
(b) a motor vehicle.

(2) In this Act, freedom camping does not include the following activities:
(a) temporary and short-term parking of a motor vehicle:
(b) recreational activities commonly known as day-trip excursions:
(c) resting or sleeping at the roadside in a motor vehicle to avoid driver fatigue.

(2A) In this Act, a person is not freedom camping if the person—

(a) is a person other than a person who is in New Zealand on the basis of a visitor visa
(within the meaning of the immigration instructions); and

(b) is unable to live in appropriate residential accommodation; and

(c) as a consequence of that inability, is living in either or both of the following:
(i) a tent or other temporary structure:
(i) a motor vehicle.

For the avoidance of doubt, as at 7 June 2023, section 5(3) of the Act defines camping ground
(a) a camping ground that is the subject of a current certificate of registration under the

Camping-Grounds Regulations 1985; or
(b) any site at which a fee is payable for camping at the site.

Explanatory notes \

J

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 5
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Freedom camping has the equivalent meaning of Freedom camp.

Infringement offence means an offence specified in section 20 of the Act.

f Explanatory notes \

Section 20 of the Act sets out the infringement offences which include the following:

o freedom camps or makes preparation to freedom camp in breach of any prohibition or
restriction specified in a bylaw.

o freedom camps in a vehicle that is not self-contained, in breach of a bylaw.

o fails to display a warrant card for the vehicle being used to freedom camp.

o freedom camps or makes preparation to freedom camp in a self-contained vehicle with
more people than the vehicle is certified for.

¢ while freedom camping in a local authority area, interferes with or damages the area, its
flora or fauna, or any structure in the area.

e deposits waste in or on the area (other than into an appropriate waste receptacle).

o fails or refuses to leave a local authority area when required to do so by an enforcement
officer acting under section 36.

For clarification to make preparations means to do either or both of the following:
(a)erect a tent to use it for freedom camping:
(b)park a motor vehicle to use it for freedom camping.

J

Local authority area has the meaning as in section 6 of the Act.

é )

Explanatory Notes
As at 7 June 2023, section 6(1) of the Act, where Local Authority Area is defined, states:

(1) In this Act, local authority area—
(a) means an area of land—
(i) that is within the district or region of a local authority; and

(ii) that is—
(A) controlled or managed by or on behalf of the local authority under any enactment...
\ _J
Prohibited area means an area identified in Schedule 2: Prohibited
Areas, in which freedom camping is prohibited.
Restricted area means an area identified in Schedule 1: Restricted
Areas, in which freedom camping is permitted subject
to restrictions.
Reserve means any land classified as a reserve under the

Reserves Act 1977 or its amendments.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 6
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Self-Contained has the meaning given in section 4 of the Act.

/ Explanatory Notes \

As at 7 June 2023, section 4 of the Act, defines self-contained as:

(4) In relation to a motor vehicle, means that the vehicle has a valid certificate of self-
containment issued in accordance with section 87U(3)(d) of the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and
Drainlayers Act 2006.

The Self-contained Motor Vehicles Legislation Act 2023 amends the Act and enables a
transition period to enable compliance with the new self-contained requirements. Part 1 of
Schedule 1AA for the meaning of self-contained during the transitional period, being 7 June
2023 to 7 June 2025)

If you have a blue warrant on your personal self-contained vehicle, this is valid until its expiry
or 7 June 2025, whichever is sooner.

A green warrant is valid for four years from the date you receive the warrant. From 7 June
2025, all vehicles will need to be certified with a green warrant, to be certified self-contained
under the new requirements.

For further information refer to MBIE’s website https://www.mbie.govt.nz/immigration-and-
tourism/tourism/tourism-projects/supporting-sustainable-freedom-camping-in-aotearoa-new-
zealand/freedom-camping-changes

Government is currently considering an extension of time to obtain a green warrant. Where
Government extend the transitional period, this explanatory note will be updated.

Explanatory Notes
To be certified self-contained, the motor vehicle must achieve compliance with NZ Standard
5465:2001. The standard can be viewed or printed once for free at this link:
https://www.standards.govt.nz/shop/nzs-54652001.

For the avoidance of doubt, the standard requires that a self-contained motor vehicle be
equipped with a toilet that is permanently fixed to the vehicle in order to be certified.

J

Temporary Means lasting for a limited time period of time; not

permanent.
Vehicle

has the meaning given in section 2(1) of the Land
Transport Act 1998.

Waste means any kind of waste, including human waste.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 7
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7. Freedom Camping

3.1.1. Freedom camping is permitted in any local authority area within the District, in
a self-contained vehicle, unless it is restricted or prohibited by this bylaw or
under any associated enactment, bylaw, or reserve management plan.

3.1.2. For clarification, freedom camping in any tent or temporary structure in any
local authority area is prohibited.

8. Freedom Camping - Restricted Areas

3.1.1 A person may freedom camp in any area identified in Schedule 1: Restricted
Areas for Freedom Camping are marked yellow on the maps in Schedule 3.
Freedom Campers must comply with the restrictions listed below:

a)
b)

c)

d)

f)
9)

h)

)

K)

No person may freedom camp except in a self-contained vehicle.

No person may freedom camp for more than 7 nights in any one calendar
month.

No person may freedom camp for more than 7 consecutive nights when
crossing over two months.

All waste must be either removed or disposed of in the bins provided.

All wastewater (including human waste) must be disposed of in the dump
sites provided at Prideaux Park and Firmin Field.

Campsites must be kept clean and tidy.

Freedom campers must not prevent others from undertaking legitimate
activities in the area or restrict access to any public area or private land.

No person may light any fires.

All persons are subject to all other requirements that apply generally to
the area where they are camped, including dog, alcohol and noise
control.

No person may interfere with or damage any freedom camping area,
flora, fauna or structure.

Enforcement officers must be able to inspect any campsite and freedom
campers must comply with any reasonable direction.

3.1.2 Despite sub clause 3.2.1 some restricted areas require prior consent as
identified in Schedule 1. Restricted Areas requiring prior consent are for large
organised groups or events, which cannot be accommodated within existing
Restricted Sites. Restricted Areas requiring prior consent are marked blue on
the maps in Schedule 3.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 8
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3.1.3 Despite sub clause 3.2.1 and 3.2.2 a person may freedom camp in any
restricted area, if they have obtained the prior written consent of the Council,
granted under clause 4 of this bylaw, and complies with any conditions of the
consent. The written consent must be produced on request of an enforcement
officer.

9. Freedom Camping - Prohibited Areas

3.1.4 No person may freedom camp in any local authority area in the District
described in Schedule 2: Prohibited Areas, and mark red on the maps in
Schedule 3.

3.1.5 Despite sub clause 3.3.1 a person may freedom camp in a prohibited area if
they have obtained the prior written consent of the Council, granted under
clause 4 of this bylaw, and complies with any conditions of the consent. The
written consent must be produced on request of an enforcement officer.

4 )

Explanatory notes
The Reserves Act 1977 prohibits camping on all reserves unless one of the exemptions
in s44(1) of that Act apply (one of the exemptions is that freedom camping is specifically
provided for in the operative reserve management plan). Council cannot grant consent
under the Act [Freedom Camping Act 2011] for freedom camping on reserves.
However, Council has been delegated the Minister for Conservation’s powers under
s44 Reserves Act 1977 to consent to the following pursuant to a deed of delegation
dated 12 June 2013:
i.  The use of areserve for temporary or permanent personal accommodation; and
ii. Consent to any vehicle, caravan, tent or removable structure remaining on a
reserve for a period of more than four weeks during the period 1 November in
any year and ending with 31 March.

Refer to clause 4 for details on the application process.

J
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10. Application for Consent

4.1.1. The Council may grant written consent to a person to freedom camp contrary
to any prohibition or restrictions that apply under this bylaw.

4.1.2. An application for consent must be made in writing, to the Chief Executive
Officer, at least 10 working days prior to the date on which freedom camping
is planned to commence.

4.1.3. The application must be accompanied by the application fee, set in Council’s
schedule of fees and charges.

4.1.4. Completed applications will be considered by Council and may be granted at
Council’s sole discretion.

4 )

Explanatory notes
Council anticipates the following reasons may be grounds for an application:
¢ Where associated with a special event or occasion occurring in the area and an
exemption is required for the duration of the event or occasion.
e Where the anticipated availability of freedom camping sites will not meet the
expected needs.

e Complying with the restrictions in the freedom camping bylaw is not reasonable
in the circumstances.

N\ J

4.1.5. The Council may impose any conditions to any consent granted that Council
considers appropriate and are consistent with the purpose of this Bylaw, as
set out in clause 1.4.

4.1.6. The consent is not transferable to another person or event.

4.1.7. An enforcement officer, may revoke a consent given under clause 4.1.1 if any
person breaches the conditions specified in the consent or the freedom
camping covered by the consent, beaches this bylaw or the Act.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 10
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11. Temporary Closure or Restriction

5.1.1 Council may temporarily close or restrict freedom camping in any local

authority area or part of any area, where the closure or restriction is considered
necessary to:

a) Allow maintenance of the area or facilities in the area;
b) Prevent damage to the area or facilities;
c) Protect the safety of persons or property; or

d) Provide better public access to facilities, including access to local events
held in the area.

5.1.2 In making a decision to temporarily close or restrict a freedom camping site,

the Council will ensure any changes are reasonable in the circumstances and
ensure any decisions are consistent with section 11 of the Freedom Camping
Act 2011.

5.1.3 If the temporary closure extends beyond one month, Council will undertake a
review of the site assessment to determine whether site requires
reclassification under this bylaw.

12. Notice

Council will give notice of a closure or restriction of this bylaw, as soon as
reasonability practicable, taking into account the circumstances of such closure or
restriction.

-

\_

Notice given by Council may include any of the following:

Explanatory Notes \

A sign errected in the area

Advertising on Council website and/or Council facebook page

Advertising on the radio

Public notice in a local newspaper J

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 11
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13. Offences

Every person who freedom camps, or makes preparation to freedom camp, in a local
authority area in breach of any prohibition or restriction imposed in this bylaw commits
an infringement offence under section 20(1) of the Act. This includes a breach of any
condition of an approved prior consent.

14. Exceptions

Every person who has obtained a written consent from Council, granted under clause
4.1.1 of this bylaw, and who complies with all conditions of that consent, is not acting
in breach of any prohibition or restriction in this Bylaw as set out under section
20(1)(a) and (f) of the Act.

4 N

Explanatory notes
Every person who commits an offence under the Act is liable for a penalty for any
amount prescribed under s20E of the Act or in any regulations made under s43 of the
Act. Penalties for infringement offences under the Act are specified in the Freedom
Camping (Penalties for Infringement Offences) Regulations 2023 and can be viewed
here:

Freedom Camping (Penalties for Infringement Offences) Regulations 2023 (SL
2023/136) Schedule 2 Penalties for infringement offences under Freedom Camping
Act 2011 — New Zealand Legislation

Freedom Camping (Penalties for Infringement Offences) Regulations 2023 (SL
2023/136) — New Zealand Legislation

Where no regulations are made, the infringement fee is $400 (s20E of the Act).

Infringements may be issued to:

e aperson who committed the offence;

e the registered owner of the vehicle used to freedom camp; or

o the person lawfully entitled to possession of the vehicle used to freedom camp

(s26 of the Act).

Enforcement officers may require a person to leave an area if the officer has
reasonable grounds to believe the person is committing or has committed an offence
(s36 of the Act).

N /
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Freedom Camping Restricted Areas

Freedom Camping in areas described below is subject to restrictions specified in clause 3.2

of this bylaw.

All restrictions must be complied with unless prior written consent of the Council is obtained

under clause

4 of this bylaw.

~

Explanatory Notes

Restricted Areas included some locations which require prior consent to be accessed. These
have been included as restricted due to the public interest in these areas for large events. These
sites are shown as blue below and on the maps.

J/
Map | Areaand Description Restrictions
01 Prideaux Park Restricted to self-contained
Prideaux Park is located on the vehicles.
corner of Islington Street and g ¢
Plunket Street and extends all the Grasi_sed Trga_‘ n lront ? blfawErau
way to Glasgow Street. Bowling Club is qn y avalla elw ere
no events are being held at Prideaux
Access off Plunket Street, Kawerau. | park.  Vehicles and all camping
Three areas are available for equipment must not encroach on the
freedom camping at Prideaux Park. access way.
e Stream side area located
behind the Prideaux Park . . . .
. ) Prior Consent required if requesting
Pavilion. Four power sites :
. to use the sports field.
available — contact Kawerau
isite for details. 4 )
. Explanatory Notes
* Grassed area ?eh'”d Freedom Camping on Prideaux
Kawerau Bowling Club. Park will require an amendment to
: Council’'s Reserves Management
¢ Grassed area n front of Plan to enable the use of self-
Kawerau Bowling Club. contained vehicles for freedom
. . . camping on the reserve.
Dump station available on site. )
01 Maurie Kjar Aquatic Centre | Restricted to self-contained
Carpark vehicles.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw
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Maurie Kjar Aquatic Centre is
located on the corner of Plunket
Street and Glasgow Street and is
accessible from either street.

Freedom camping only available
between 4pm and 9am (Short term
parking (less than 3 hrs) while using
the pools or facilities between 9am
and 4pm is permitted)

02

Firmin Field

Firmin Field is located between
Waterhouse Street and Porritt Drive
and runs along the side of Tarawera
River.

Access is off Waterhouse Street.

One area is available for freedom
camping.

e Sealed carpark along eastern
edge. Six powered sites
available - contact Kawerau
isite for detalils.

Access off Waterhouse Street,
Kawerau.

Dump station available on site.

Restricted to self-contained vehicles

Restricted to the eastern edge of the
carpark closest to Tarawera River.

Prior Consent is required if
requesting to use the field as part of
an organised group.
e No freedom camping within
10 metres of the riverbank or
the residential properties.

Prior consent is also required for the
use of non-self-contained vehicles or
tents.
e No freedom camping within
10 metres of the riverbank or
the residential properties.

(" )

Explanatory Notes
Freedom Camping on Firmin Field
will require an amendment to
Council’'s Reserves Management
Plan to enable the use of self-
contained vehicles for freedom
camping on the reserve and allow
for the consideration of non-self
contained vehicles and tents for

organised groups.
\_ _J

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw
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No Map

Roads with a speed Ilimit of

50km/hr or less

Freedom camping is available on
local roads with a speed limit under
50km/s.

Area and Description

Restricted to self-contained

vehicles.

Campers must not be parked directly
outside any residence, commercial
or industrial premises on the same
side of the road as those premises.

No freedom camping is allowed on :

e Valley Road outside of
Cemetery (Map 13).

e Weld Street around the
reserve (Map 12).

e Robinson Street around the
reserve (Map 12).

e Holland Crescent around the
Cobham Drive Reserve (Map
12).

Restrictions

03 Boyce Park Prior Consent required if requesting
Boyce Park is located on the corner to us_e the field as part of an
of Tamarangi Drive and River Road. organised gr.oup. .
_ _ e Restricted to self-contained
Access is off River Road. vehicles.
All freedom campers must seek prior e No freedom camping within
approval. 10 metres of the riverbank.
é )
Explanatory Notes
Freedom Camping on Boyce Park
will require an amendment to
Council's Reserves Management
Plan to enable the use of self-
contained vehicles for freedom
camping on the reserve.
_J
04 Waterhouse Street Reserve Prior Consent required if requesting

Waterhouse Street Reserve is
located between Waterhouse Street
and Tarawera High School and runs
along the side of Tarawera River.

to use this reserve as part of an
organised group.

e Restricted to self-contained
vehicles.

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw
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e No freedom camping within

All freedom campers must seek prior 10 metres of the riverbank.

approval. Prior consent is also required for the
use of non-self-contained vehicles or
tents.

(" )

Explanatory Notes
Freedom Camping on Waterhouse
Street Reserve will require an
amendment to Council’'s Reserves
Management Plan to enable the use
of self-contained vehicles for
freedom camping on the reserve
and allow for the consideration of
non-self contained vehicles and
tents for organised groups.. )

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 16
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Freedom Camping Prohibited Areas

Freedom Camping in areas described below is prohibited as specified in clause 3.3 of this
bylaw.

Explanatory Notes
Freedom camping on reserves is prohibited under section 44 of the Reserves Act 1977 and
therefore prohibited under section 10(2)(b) of the Freedom Camping Act 2011, except where it
is permitted in the designated places on reserves specified in Schedule 1, which are subject to
the restrictions in this Bylaw.

Map Area and Description

05 & 01 Stoneham Walk, Ruruanga Reserve and the Valley Road/Kirk Crescent
Reserve

Freedom camping is prohibited within Stoneham Walk which incorporates
Ruruanga Reserve and Valley Road/Kirk Crescent Reserve.

This area is bounded by Valley Road (northwest) and Fenton Mill Road
(southeast). Around the edges the reserve backs onto residential properties
off Blundell Avenue, Marshall Street, Kirk Crescent and Bell Street. The
previous stock pound also backs onto the reserve to the south.

06 Recreation Centre Reserve

Freedom camping is prohibited from the recreation centre reserve located
on Tombleson Way (off Onslow Street). This encompasses the parking area
in front of the Ron Hardie Recreation Centre, the geothermal area behind
the Ron Hardie Recreation Centre, the bmx track, basketball court, skate
park and play ground.

07 Keith McKenzie Park

Freedom camping is prohibited from Keith McKenzie Park located off
Tamarangi Drive on the north side just west of the entrance into Kawerau
town centre.

08 Tarawera Park, Lyn Hartley Reserve and Roy Weston Park

Tarawera Park, Lyn Hartley Reserve and Roy Weston Park all link together
running along the edge of Tarawera River. The main entrances are from
either Porritt Drive entering Roy Weston Reserves or off Cobham Drive. The

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 17



95

three reserves extend from the Golf Club to the south and Firmin Field to the
north. On the western side they are bordered by residential properties off
Cobham Drive, Holland Crescent, Ward Street and Porritt Drive.

09 Monika Lanham Reserve and Fraser Street Reserve
Freedom Camping is prohibited on Monika Lanham Reserve. Monika
Lanham Reserve encompasses the hill to the southwest of the town centre.
This reserve is surrounded by Fenton Mill Road, River Road and Onslow
Street and the Fraser Street Reserve to the south.
10 River Road Reserve
Freedom camping is prohibited on the River Road reserve which is largely
inaccessible. This reserve sits in between the Tarawera High School, and
the Tarawera River.
11 Previous Stock Pound Area (yet to be renamed)
Freedom Camping is prohibited from the previous stock pound area located
off Fenton Mill Road. This reserve is bordered by Fenton Mill Road, Kirk
Crescent and Stoneham Walk.
12 Neighbourhood Reserves (in Residential Areas)
Freedom camping is prohibited on all neighbourhood reserves as listed
below:
e Ballance/Seddon Street e Beattie Road/Shepherd Street
Reserve Reserve
e Boss Road Reserve e Cobham Drive Reserve
e Fraser Street Reserve e Hadley Street Reserve
e Hilldale Reserve — Beattie e Valley Road/Ryder Place
Road and Hardie Avenue Reserve
e Porritt Glade Reserve e McKenzie Street Reserve
e Tuwharetoa Road Reserve ¢ Robinson Street Reserve
e Valley Road/Delamere Drive e Weld Street Reserve
Reserve
Each of the reserves above are small reserves located on the roads as set
out in the reserves name.
13 Kawerau Cemetery

Kawerau Cemetery is located off Valley Road and is surrounded by
residential houses from Delamere Drive and Ryder Place.
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14 & 15 Kawerau Town Centre
Freedom camping is prohibited in the Kawerau Town Centre being the inner
area bounded by Islington Street, Onslow Street and Plunket Street. This
area also includes all of Islington Street and Liverpool Street. (See
restrictions under roads lower than 50km.)
16 Council Owned Carparks
Freedom camping is prohibited in the following Council owned carparks:
e Porritt Drive (alongside the e Corner Onslow and Plunket
river) Street (customer parking)
e Corner Plunket and Glasgow e Fenton Mill Road (located at
Street (parking area around the entrance to Stoneham
Skate Park) Walk)
e Plunket Street carpark opposite e Keith McKenzie Park carpark
the Maurie Kjar Aquatic Centre off Tamarangi Drive (park
(customer parking) access)
e Islington Street carpark behind e Islington Street main carpark
23 to 33 Islington Street located on the northern side of
(customer parking for local Council  Offices (customer
businesses) parking)
17 & 18 All Kawerau Local Purpose/Amenity Reserves

These include the following reserves:

Fenton Road Reserve — This is the large open grassed berm on the
western side of Fenton Road.

Pat Baker Reserve, Beattie Road Reserve and Dump Reserve — These
three reserves form one larger reserve. They are located off River Road
or Beattie Road and apart from Pat Baker Reserve which is a scenic
reserve at the northern edge, the rest of the reserve travels in a southerly
direction out towards farmland.

Owen/Julian Road Reserve — This reserve is located between the end of
both Owen and Julian Road and is surrounded by farmland on one end
and Hilldale Reserve on the other end.

Reserve near Manukorihi Drive - This reserve is located to the east of
Tarawera River off Tamarangi Drive directly east of the bridge crossing
the river. The reserve sits between the Tarawera River and the industrial
area.
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MAPS

PRIDEAUX PARK-Map 1
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any other consequences from any refiance.
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BOYCE PARK-Map 3
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RECREATION RESERVE - Map 6
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KEITH MCKENZIE RESERVE - Map 7
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TARAWERA PARK, LYN HARTLEY RESERVE, ROY WESTON PARK - Map 8
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MONIKA LANHAM RESERVE, FRASER STREET RESERVE-Map 9

FREEDOM CAMPING BYLAW DISCLAIMER
This data is prowded as at July 2024, While
every effort has been made to ensure accuracy

KAWERAU of the data KDC cannot guarantee the

DISTRICT COUNCIL  KB¢ = not responcie fr e msuse r
Te Kaunihera a rohe o Kawerau m',‘,'mst,,;‘g;’f;; z;% be kable ,3";?;
TACNGA O TE WHENUA - TREASURE OF THE LAND m‘amxs'm rr_\adel m:’:"ag:

- o whatever source nor shall the KDC be liable for
Prohibited any other consequences from any reliance.

Restricted

D Restricted with Prior Consent

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 28



106

RIVER ROAD RESERVE - Map 10
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PREVIOUS STOCK POUND AREA-Map 11
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NEIGHBOURHOOD RESERVES -Map 12
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KAWERAU CEMETERY -Map 13
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KAWERAU TOWN CENTRE-Map 14
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KAWERAU TOWN CENTRE, LIVERPOOL STREET-Map 15
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COUNCIL OWNED CARPARKS-Map 16

FREEDOM CAMPING BYLAW DISCLAIMER
This data is prowded as at July 2024. While
Restricted . KAWERAU b s kDO ek thais o
DISTRICT COUNCIL K56 s ot resvonsive fo he misuse ot
Te Kaunihera a rohe o Kawerau m@gmdﬁ .;‘3'2 m hUn:ne;

actions taken or omissions made from reliance
TACNGA O TE WHENUA - TREASURE OF THE LAND ik : TSR

- , whatever source nor shall the KDC be liable for
Prohibited any other consequences from any reliance.

I:l Restricted with Prior Consent

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 35



KAWERAU LOCAL PURPOSE/AMENITY RESERVES-Map 17

FREEDOM CAMPING BYLAW

Restricted . KAWERAU
DISTRICT COUNCIL

I: Restricted with Prior Consent :‘ Te Kaunihera a rohe o Kawerau

TAONGA O TE WHENUA - TREASURE OF THE LAND
] eronivitea

Kawerau District Council Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw

DISCLAIMER

This data is prowided as at July 2024, While
every effort has been made to ensure accuracy
of the data KDC cannot guarantee the
accuracy or suitabiity for any specific purpose.
KDC is not responsible for the misuse or
misinterpretation of the data supphied. Under
no circumstances shall KDC be Iable for any
actions taken or omissions made from reliance
on any information contained herein from
whatever source nor shall the KDC be liable for
any other consegquences from any reliance.




114

KAWERAU LOCAL PURPOSE/AMENITY RESERVES-Map 18
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Meeting: Councill

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Proposed Budget Overview and Rates for Long Term Plan
2025-2034

File Number: 201600

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to outline the draft budget for 2025/26 and the proposed
rates (being year one of the Long Term Plan), and a summary of the full nine year
estimates that are to be included in the Long Term Plan and the Long Term Plan
Consultation Document 2025 - 2034.

Background

Council is required to produce and adopt a Long Term Plan every three years, and an
Annual Plan is required for the years in between. Council completed an Enhanced
Annual Plan for 2024/25 given all the uncertainties with the new Local Water Done Well
Legislation that was still to come into effect at that time. Council is therefore preparing a
nine year Long Term Plan for 2025 — 2034.

The preparation of the Long Term Plan Consultation Document has been prepared
based on the budget as detailed in this report and is currently being audited by Audit
New Zealand.

The Long Term Plan Consultation document and supporting key documents for the Long
Term Plan will be adopted by Council at an Extraordinary Council meeting on 9 April
2025. Following adoption of the Long Term Plan Consultation Document, consultation
will begin on 11 April 2025, with submissions closing on 12 May 2025. Hearing and
consideration of submissions will be held on 28 May 2025, with the adoption of the Long
Term Plan on 25 June 2025.

Budget Estimates for 2025/26

Council has a total of 2,957 rateable properties, split into 2,790 residential properties
and 167 Commercial/Industrial properties. Following the District Revaluation in 2024,
the rateable capital value of the whole district totals $1,354,067,500 of which the capital
value for all residential properties is $1,078,676,500 and $275,391,000 for all
Commercial/Industrial properties.

Following reviews of required expenditure to continue to provide the same levels of
service to the community for 2025/26 Council will require $15,811,230 in rates income,
which is an increase of $1,227,480, an increase of 8.5% on the 2024/25 rates income
requirement.

The table below shows the proposed budget for 2025/26 with comparisons to the
2024/25 budget.
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Operating Statement

Revenue

General Rates

Separate Rates
Water Supply
Wastewater
Refuse Collection

Total Rates

Government Grants &

Subsidies

Petrol Tax

Interest Revenue

Other Revenue

Total Revenue

Operating Expenditure
Personnel costs
Depreciation
Finance Costs
Other Costs
Total Expenditure

Operating Surplus/(Shortfall)

Rate Increase

Capital & Reserves
Funding Requirement
Capital Expenditure
Asset Renewals
Inventory
Loan Repayments
Total Funding Required
Funded By:
Transfers from:
- Loan
- Sale Proceeds
- Operating
Surplus/(Deficit)
- Depreciation Reserves
Total Funding
Shortfall (Surplus)
Depreciation Not
Funded

Estimate Estimate
2024/25 2025/26 Movement %
13,212,910 14,084,020 871,110 6.6%
275,000 421,720 146,720 53.4%
430,000 555,080 125,080 29.1%
665,840 750,410 84 570 12.7%
14,583,750 15,811,230 1,227,480 8.5%
4,852,850 3,023,480 -1,829,370 37.7%
65,000 66,960 1,960 3.0%
52,000 85,500 33,500 64.4%
2,775,680 2,998,410 222,730 7.8%
22,329,280 21,985,580 -343,700 -1.5%
7,335,980 7,792,040 456,060 6.2%
4,338,620 4,634,610 295,990 6.8%
350,000 460,500 110,500 31.6%
7,770,210 8,182,370 412,160 5.3%
19,794,810 21,069,520 1,274,710 6.4%
2,534,470 916,060
12.2% 8.5%
5,624,680 5,247,590
3,000,000 4,601,000
4,158,920 159,730
12,783,600 10,008,320
6,000,000 2,000,000
0 2,229,420
2,534,470 916,060
2,152,850 2,778,550
10,687,320 7,924,010
2,096,280 (2,084,310)
2,096,280 2,084,310
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Analysis of proposed rates increase for 2025/26

The budget estimates for 2025/26 equates to an additional $1.227m of rates income
required, which is an 8.5% increase. Listed below are the main factors contributing to
the increase:

Description Amount % of Rates
Increase

Personnel Costs $456,060 3.1%
Operational costs - (includes increases for Solid Waste $412,160 2.8%
$174k & Water implementation $82k)
Depreciation Expense $295,990 2.0%
Finance Costs (interest expense) $110,500 0.8%
Increase in interest income ($33,500) (0.2%)
Miscellaneous other changes (13,730)

$1,227,480 8.5%

Personnel Costs
Personnel costs have increased 6.2% when compared to 2024/25, which is due to
anticipated cost increases for salaries and wages.

Depreciation Expense

Council’s assets are required to be revalued every three years, with the next revaluation
due as at 30 June 2025. Council anticipates based on inflation a further increase in the
value of Council assets, which will result in an increase in Council’s depreciation
expenditure. For the 2025/26 budget the depreciation expense has been estimated at
$4,634,610, an increase of $295,990 (6.8%). Council’s reported actual depreciation
expenditure for 2023/24 was $4,606,264 compared to a budget of $3,976,210.

Additional Operational Costs

For the 12 months to 30 June 2024, the annual inflation rate was 3.3%. While the high
rate of inflation has eased, operational costs continue to increase across the board with
the current economic climate. The significant cost increases are for solid waste and
maintenance costs for water and wastewater. Also, the legislative reforms for Local
Water Done Well requires additional expenditure of $82,000.

There is a $100,000 reduction for Spatial Plan expenditure that is a saving for 2025/26,
which offsets part of the increasing operational costs.

Capital Expenditure
Capital expenditure for 2025/26 is $5,247,590 ($5,624,680 for 2024/25). Appendix 1
has a summary of the Capital Projects for 2025/26.

Fees and Charges
Council is proposing to increase most fees and charges for 2025/26 by inflation, to
reflect the impact of increasing costs for service delivery.

Funding of Depreciation

For the past two Annual Plans, Council has consulted with the community on the levels
of depreciation funding from rates. Council, with consideration of the community’s
feedback, decided to reduce the rates requirement by lowering the amount of
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depreciation being funded. The level of depreciation being funded for the last two years
(2023/24 & 2024/25) has been at 65% on strategic assets. While this had no impact on
short term debt, continual non-funding of depreciation may require funding from debt in
the future.

Council has indicated that given the rates requirement for 2025/26 and consideration of
rates affordability, the status quo of funding 65% of depreciation on strategic assets is
the preferred approach. The proposed budget for 2025/26 has been prepared on this
basis and also in the Long Term Plan from 2026/27 onwards a 3% gradual increase in
the funding of depreciation has been included. Council intends to further consult with the
community on the level of depreciation funding in the Long Term Plan Consultation
Document.

The balanced budget requirement, of operating revenue being sufficient to meet
operating expenses, is impacted by the level of depreciation Council funds. If it is
financially prudent to not fully fund depreciation, Council can resolve do this. Ratepayer
affordability while balancing intergenerational equity are key financial considerations.

3.3 Proposed budgets for LTP 2026/27 to 2033/34
The following table includes the budgets for the years 2026/27 to 2033/34 and the
anticipated rate increases for each year:

| 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029/30 | 2030/31 | 2031/32 | 2032/33 | 2033/34
Revenue:
Rates - Gen 14,241,600 | 14,604,840 | 14,838,600 | 14,766,220 | 14,501,310 | 14,222,770 [ 13,574,510 | 13,069,980
Rates — Tar 2,028,780 | 2,472,190 | 3,029,520 [ 3,615,700 | 4,326,190 | 5,178,890 | 6,089,440 | 7,294,460
Subsidies 1,246,110 979,870 | 1,011,790 | 1,044,600 | 1,267,680 | 1,301,190 | 1,335,740 [ 1,581,960
Petrol tax 68,980 71,060 73,020 74,980 76,810 78,640 80,530 82,360
Interest 90,900 87,540 56,440 51,030 75,750 101,200 150,000 183,730
Other 3,085,840 | 3,029,220 | 3,050,450 | 3,186,020 | 3,234,960 | 3,498,150 | 3,211,930 | 3,261,190
;‘;tj‘énue 20,762,210 | 21,244,720 | 22,059,820 | 22,738,550 | 23,482,700 | 24,380,840 | 24,442,150 25,473,680
Operating Expenditure:
Personnel 8,051,160 | 8,276,060 | 8,493,170 | 8,696,080 | 8,884,420 [ 9,072,920 [ 9,254,140 | 9,428,180
Depreciation 4,708,210 | 5,151,290 | 5,212,150 | 5,246,110 | 5,648,870 | 5,680,700 | 5,714,320 | 6,088,150
Interest 589,000 717,310 851,800 915,900 914,200 912,700 913,000 917,000
Other 8,115,570 | 8,273,800 | 8,627,680 | 8,857,180 | 8,879,680 | 9,293,040 | 9,363,450 | 9,656,710
Total Exp 21,463,940 | 22,418,460 | 23,184,800 | 23,715,270 | 24,327,170 | 24,959,360 | 25,244,910 | 26,090,040
Surplus/
(Shortfall) (701,730) | (1,173,740) | (1,124,980) | (976,720) | (844,470) | (578,520) | (802,760) | (616,360)
Rate increase 2.9% 5.0% 4.7% 2.8% 2.4% 3.2% 1.4% 3.6%

3.4 Rates Impact

While the overall budgeted increase in rates revenue is 8.5%, individual properties will
have rate increases different to this, as the average increase will vary depending on the
value of individual properties. Also, each property has new values following the
revaluation, which will further vary the rates increase.

Although Council is underway with the preparation of the Water Services Delivery Plan
as required by the new Local Water Done Well legislation, there is still uncertainty
regarding the full impact of these changes. With the changes in the legislation
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requirements Council has considered that transitioning to increased targeted rates for
water and wastewater is the responsible approach. Council has indicated that a gradual
longer term (9 years) would be the recommended transition period. Council will consult
on this option with the community in the Long Term Plan Consultation document and
also provide a shorter five year transition as an alternative option.

Council has indicated that given rates changes due to the revaluations and increased
targeted rates, keeping the status quo of the Uniform Annual General Charge at $900,
the general rates differential of 48% Residential and 52% Industrial/Commercial ensures
some consistency in the rates charges for 2025/26 is preferred.

Attached in Appendix 2 are examples of the rates impact on individual properties. The
examples provided are the same as those which will be included in the Long Term Plan
Consultation Document.

Rates Affordability

Council has set its rates affordability benchmarks as:

e Total rates will not exceed 88% of total revenue and
e The annual rates increase will not exceed the average rate of inflation plus 2%

The following table shows the annual rates increase compared to the limit:

2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029/30 | 2030/31 | 2031/32 | 2032/33 | 2033/34

oudgeted 8.5% | 29% | 5.0%| 47% | 28% | 24% | 32%| 14%| 3.6%
Rates Limit | 5.0% | 50% | 4.8% | 4.5% | 44%| 43% | 42%| 42%| 41%
ceimated | 30% | 3.0% | 28% | 25% | 24% | 23% | 22% | 22% | 21%

The draft estimates do exceed the ‘underlying rate of inflation (3.0%) for Council costs
plus 2 percent’, which sits at an 8.5% rates increase for 2025/26, and also in 2027/28
and 2028/29 by 0.2%. An explanation will be included in the Long Term Plan as to why
it is exceeding the “rates affordability” limits in these years. The reasons for the 2025/26
are detailed earlier in this report. The 2027/28 and 2028/29 reasons for exceeding the
limit are due to increased finance costs and specific major maintenance works that are
required in these years.

Total Rates in the draft estimates equates to 71.9% of Total Revenue. If the Better Off

funding is excluded, Total Rates equates to 80% of Total Revenue. Both of these
percentages are within Council’s limits.

Options for Consideration

The Long Term Plan Consultation Document will be prepared based on the proposed
budget 2025/26 and will be adopted by Council on 9 April 2025, with community
consultation starting from 11 April 2025.

Council has the following options regarding the overall rate increase for 2025/26:
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° Keep the proposed budget and rates as drafted.
. Review and amend some levels of service to reduce costs and the rates increase
for 2025/26.

Significance and Engagement

The proposed budget as presented will be the basis for the preparation of the Long
Term Plan Consultation Document and the Long Term Plan 2025 — 2034, which will be
consulted on with the community, as required by the Local Government Act 2002. The
following is the timeframe for the consultation and adoption of the Long Term Plan 2025
- 2034:

o Adoption of Long Term Plan 2025 - 2034 Consultation Document — 9 April 2025

o Consultation period — 11 April 2025 to 12 May 2025

o Hearings, consideration and deliberations of submissions — 28 May 2025

o Adoption of Long Term Plan 2025 — 2034 — 25 June 2025

Financial Considerations

Development of the Kawerau District Council Long Term Plan 2025 - 2034, including the
process of the special consultation procedure, can be met within existing estimates.

Legal Considerations

The budget as proposed will form part of the Long Term Plan and Long Term Plan
Consultation Document 2025-2034, which are prepared in compliance with the Local
Government Act 2002. Council’'s auditors Audit New Zealand are currently auditing
Council’'s Long Term Plan Consultation Document 2025 — 2034, to ensure compliance
with legislative requirements.

Conclusion
Council is presented with the proposed 2025/26 budget and rates for inclusion in the

Long Term Plan Consultation Document. The Long Term Plan Consultation Document
and supporting documents will be adopted by Council on the 9t of April 2025.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the report “Proposed Budget Overview and Rates for Long Term Plan 2025-
2034 be received.
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2. That Council adopt the draft budget 2025/26 and the proposed rates for inclusion in
the preparation of the Long Term Plan Consultation Document which will be adopted
by Council on 9 April 2025.

A : vl Y
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e

Lee-Anne Butler, CA, BMS
Group Manager Finance and Corporate Services

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\LTP Budget Overview 2025 -2034 -2025-03-26 LAB.doc
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Appendix 1 - Capital Expenditure

The following table lists the capital expenditure items for 2025/26.

Activity Asset 2025/26
Economic Development | Firmin Lodge & i-site $42,300
Roading Kerb Replacement $84,000
Street Light Upgrade $40,500
Reseals $136,700
Pavement Treatment $76,700
Footpath Repairs $58,100
Stormwater Catch-pit renewal $60,000
Reseal Carparks $54,700
Rubbish bins / seating /music system / Xmas
Lights / Signs / CCTV / town centre lights $32,480
Water Supply Pipework Renewals $2,000,000
Tobies $50,000
UV Tubes Replacement $15,840
Refurbish Pump $30,000
Hydrants $88,000
WTP Power and Back-up $30,000
Water Treatment $15,000
Waste Management Wastewater pipework $1,117,100
Wastewater Treatment Plant & Pump Station $625,300
Leisure & Recreation Library stock $79,090
Library other $2,080
Library Building $63,240
Museum Gas Reader & Displays $8,500
Spa Pool $6,000
Plant Room $105,000
Recreation Centre — Building $7,190
Town Hall furniture $2,980
Concert Chambers Renewals $3,900
Rangi Delamere Centre $3,700
Field Amenity Buildings $20,540
Passive Reserves fences, bins, sprinklers,
carparks $58,360
Playgrounds renewals and shade sails $32,110
Overheads Computers & Document Management $101,450
Plant Vehicles $157,490
Buildings Depot & District Office $39,240

$5,247,590
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Rates Impact on selected properties for proposed rates increase of 8.5% based on

status quo of UAGC of $900 and rates differential 48% Residential and 52%

Commercial).

The examples below are the properties to be included in the Long Term Plan
Consultation Document.

Residential
Capital Value Rates Rates Rates % Weekly
2024 2024/25 2025/26 Change $ change $
305,000 2,739 3,040 301 11.0 6
390,000 3,121 3,456 335 10.7 6
435,000 3,312 3,675 363 11.0 7
550,000 3,673 4,091 417 114 8
650,000 4,225 4,725 500 11.8 10
Commercial/lndustrial
Capital Value Rates Rates Rates % Weekly
2024/25 2025/26 Change $ Change $
240,000 7,961 8,422 461 5.8 9
405,000 12,641 13,352 711 5.6 14
1,010,000 31,417 31,433 16 0.1 0
11,693,000 332,764 350,565 17,801 5.3 342
19,300,000 579,485 578,030 -1,455 -.03 -28
34,750,000 986,650 1,039,753 53,103 5.4 1,021
46,250,000 1,312,813 1,383,430 70,617 5.4 1,358

* Important note when comparing the rates between 2024/25 and 2025/26 the capital

values apply when calculating the rates. This does result in variable changes in

property rates, as it depends on the movement in the revaluation. Also, the transition to

higher targeted rates for water and wastewater adds a further variable to the impact on

the individual properties.
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Meeting: Councill

Meeting Date: 26 March 2025

Subject: Adoption of Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement
Policies for Consultation

File No: 110551

1 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to review and adopt Council’s Draft Rate Remissions and
Postponement Policies. These policies will be consulted on with the community as part
of the Long Term Plan Consultation process.

2 Background

The Local Government Act 2002 requires that Council adopt rate remission and
postponement policies if Council intends to remit or postpone rates. The policies must
be reviewed at least every 6 years and consulted on with the community.

The policies were reviewed and consulted on prior to the adoption of the 2021 — 2031
Long Term Plan. Also, in June 2024 Council adopted a new remission policy for Sport,
Recreation and Community Organisations Leasing Council Land.

Council has the following current rate remission and postponement policies:

Rates remission for high valued residential properties

Rates relief for farm properties

Rates relief for developments

Rates remission and postponement policy for Maori freehold land

Rates penalty remission policy

Rates remission for Sport, Recreation and Community Organisations Leasing
Council Land.

Council cannot remit rates (including penalties) unless it has a policy that permits that
particular rate remission.

The current policies have been updated into the new policy templates and each policy
is attached in the Appendices. The following is a summary of each policy and any
recommended changes for Council’s consideration and approval.
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Rates Remission for high valued residential properties

Council has a remission policy for high valued residential properties, which is to cap
residential rates by way of a remission, the policy is attached in Appendix 1. This
remission was introduced so disproportionately high rates did not act as a disincentive
forimprovement to existing homes. This remission was first adopted in the 2005/2006
rating year, with a cap of $2,000. For each subsequent year the level of the cap has
risen by the percentage increase in total rates.

To continue increasing the cap based on the total rates increase, Council will need to
keep increasing the minimum rate payable by residential properties by the percentage
of the rates increase each year. For 2025/26 this cap would be $6,200 which means
residential properties with capital values of $1,004,900 or higher would pay this
amount.

At present there are no properties within the district that meet this threshold, therefore
there is no need for the current policy. Council may wish to remove the policy and if
the need arises can reintroduce this remission in the future, should the remission
policy still meet the required purpose it was originally set up to achieve.

Rates Relief for Farm Properties

The objective of this policy is to provide rates relief to farming properties, to ensure
the rates are not unreasonably high and comparative with other farming properties.
The remission is only on the general rate charged on capital value, which has been
set at 30% following the 2021 triennial revaluation (prior was 45%).

Following the revaluation for 2024, to continue to provide a consistent remission that
the contribution to the general rate is similar to prior to the revaluation, the same 30%
remission on the general rate on capital value should be applied.

Therefore, there are no recommended changes to this current remission policy.

Rates Relief for Developments

The policy objectives for this remission are to encourage land development in the
district to stimulate employment opportunities and enhance the economic wellbeing of
the Community

The current Rates Relief for Development policy does leave discretion to Council to
specify the level of the remission and the timeframe. Following feedback, Council has
indicated having a policy that provided a minimum level of remission and timeframe
would provide consistency and certainty to businesses. Therefore, it is recommended
the remission be set at a minimum of 50% for two years.
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The policy has been updated with the above recommendations for Council’s
consideration.

Rates Remission and postponement policy for Maori freehold land

The Local Government Act requires Council to adopt a policy on the remission and
postponement of rates on Maori freehold land and in determining the remission policy
Council must consider a number of matters and objectives that Council must consider.

There are no recommended changes to this current remission policy.

Rates Penalty Remission

Council applies a penalty of 5% on the outstanding amount for any rates instalment
and a further 5% in July and January of each year for the total amount of rates
outstanding. The penalties dates are adopted by Council each year and ratepayers
are advised of these dates.

Council cannot remit any outstanding rates unless Council has a remission policy for
those circumstances. There can be valid reasons for a ratepayer to miss paying their
rates instalment. This policy provides for the remission of the penalties due to specific
circumstances as detailed in the policy.

There are no recommended changes to this current remission policy.

Remission for Sport, Recreation and Community Organisations Leasing
Council Land

This remission policy was introduced on 1 July 2024 following consultation with the
community in June 2024. Council considered the submissions received on the policy
and adopted the policy as detailed in the appendix. At this early stage of the policy’s
implementation, there are no recommended changes to the current remission policy.

Rates Remission for Boundary Reorganisation Properties

The first boundary reorganisation change was in 2012 and at that time Council did not
want to impose a significant rate increase on the owners of this land while it still
remained farmland and did not have any development on it. Therefore, Council
established a remission policy so that the rates were similar to what was charged to
equivalent valued farmland elsewhere, which was originally set at 70%. Following the
district revaluations (in 2015, 2018 & 2021) Council amended the remission
percentages and the current remission for farming properties is 30%.
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With the new boundary reorganisation, effective from 1 September 2024, a further 14
rating units have transferred to the Kawerau District. These rating units straddled the
boundary of both districts and are largely undeveloped rural properties (described as
“Rural Foothills” in Whakatane'’s District Plan).

As these properties were in the Whakatane District as of 1 July 2024, the rates for the
2024/25 year were required to be rated under the Whakatane District Council. The
2025/26 rates will be rated under the Kawerau District Council.

As part of the discussion with the property owners prior to the change, there was an
understanding that the rates charged by Kawerau District Council for the transferred
properties would not be significantly more than what would have been charged if they
remained in the Whakatane District. Therefore, to enable this Council needs to adopt
a remission for the Boundary Reorganisation Properties at 50%, which would result in
the rates applied being similar to the current rates charged.

This new policy is attached in the appendix, with the above recommendations for
Council’s consideration.

Legal and Policy Considerations

The Local Government Act 2002 requires Council to adopt a rate remission and
postponement policy for Maori freehold land. Also, Council may adopt other rate
remission and postponement policies, and these policies must be reviewed and
consulted on with the community every 6 years. These policies were reviewed as part
of the Long Term Plan 2021-2031 and it is appropriate to review as part of the
preparation of the Long Term Plan 2025 - 2034.

Financial Considerations

Council cannot remit rates unless there is a remission policy in place. The remission
policies financial impacts are accounted for within Council’s budgets, with the purpose
of providing rates relief for the specific purposes and circumstances as detailed in
each remission policy.

Options
The following options are available:

1. Adopt the Rates Remissions and Postponement Policies as presented.
This option is recommended.

2. Reject the Rates Remissions and Postponement Policies. This option is
not recommended.
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13 Significance and Engagement

The Rates Remissions and Postponement Policies will be consulted on with the
community as part of the Long Term Plan 2025 — 2034 consultation process. This
consultation process is from 11 April 2025 until 12 May 2025.

14 RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the report “Adoption of Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement Policies for
Consultation” be received.

2. That Council adopts the following Draft Rate Remissions and Postponement
policies for public consultation as part of the Long Term Plan Consultation process:

O O O O O

o

Rates relief for farm properties

Rates relief for developments

Rates remission and postponement policy for Maori freehold land
Rates penalty remission policy

Rates remission for Sport, Recreation and Community Organisations
Leasing Council Land.

Rates remission for Boundary Reorganisation Properties

3. That Council confirm the removal of the remission policy for High Value Properties,
which will no longer apply from 1 July 2025.

Lee-Anne Butler, CA, BMS
Group Manager, Finance & Corporate Services

Z:\KDC Taxonomy\Governance\Democratic Services\Meetings\Council\Reports\03 March 2025\R-Rate Remission Policy Review for LTP - LAB 2025-03-26.docx
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Policy Objectives

The objective of this policy is to cap residential rates by way of a rate remission (applies
to Kawerau District Council rates only).

Policy Principles

Council believes that disproportionately high rates would discourage residential
development in the District and act as a disincentive for improvement to existing homes.
It also considers that they would place an unfair burden on a small group of ratepayers.

Definitions

Capital Value - Capital value is the value of land plus improvements, as determined
by the Valuer General.

Rating Unit - For land for which there is a certificate of title, a rating unit is the land
comprised in the certificate of title. Where there is no certificate of title, what constitutes
a rating unit is either the land described in an instrument which exists or if there is no
instrument, the land that the Valuer General considers would be appropriate to sell or
transfer as a separate property or, for crown land, to treat as if comprised in a certificate
of titte  If land in a rating unit is in two or more districts, the part in each district
constitutes a separate rating unit.

Separately used or inhabited part of a rating unit - Separately used or
inhabited part of a rating unit is any portion of a rating unit that is used or inhabited by
a person who has the right to do so by virtue of a tenancy, lease, licence or other
agreement.

Background

Council’s rating system is based on capital value. This previously resulted in a small
number of residential rating units with high capital values incurring disproportionately high
annual rates. Therefore, Council decided to adopt a remission policy to put a cap on the
rates that are charged to individual residential properties.

Council first adopted the Rates Relief for High Value Properties policy for the 2005/06
rating year. At that time, the cap was set at $2,000 (including GST) per rating unit. For
each subsequent year the level of the cap rose by the percentage increase in total rates.
For the 2023/24 year, the proposed cap is $4,900.00.
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Maximum Rates

VEED (Incl. GST)
2022/23 $4,530.00
2023/24 $4,900.00
2024/25 $5,500.00

5. Policy Statement

All residential rating units, or separately used or inhabited parts thereof, that incur rates
above the cap will have the excess rates remitted automatically. The cap applies to
the sum of the general rate, one uniform annual general charge and one standard
targeted rate for each service rated in that way.

The following charges will be payable in addition to the cap:

1. Targeted rates for all services provided to each separately used or inhabited part
of a rating unit.

2. Additional residual refuse bins supplied to any rating unit or separately used or
inhabited part of a rating unit.
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Policy Objectives

The objectives of this policy are to ensure that the rates charged to farming properties
are not unreasonably high and that they are comparable to the rates charged by other
Councils for farming properties of similar value.

Policy Principles

The level of rates charged for farming property should be fair and equitable.

Background

Council’s rating system has two differentials for the general rate:

¢ Residential (which includes rural lifestyle) and
¢ Industrial/Commercial

Farming property is classified as ‘residential’ for the purposes of charging the general
rate, but following the last revaluation, it has been recognised that the rates charged to
these properties would not be reasonable if they were charged the rates applicable to
residential property in full.

Following the revaluation of the district in 2018, Council revisited the portion of the
remission and reduced it from 70% to 45% so the contribution by farming properties to
the general rate was similar to that prior to the revaluation. Following the next revaluation
in 2021, Council has reviewed the quantum of the remission, with a remission of 30%
applicable for 2022/23 and 2023/24.

Policy Statement

Council will grant a 30% remission for 2025/26 (30% 2024/25) for the general rate
charged to farming properties comprising the following assessment numbers:

07281/002.00

07281/008.01
07281/008.02
07281/008.04
07281/008.05
07281/008.06
07281/008.07
07281/008.08

07284/906.00
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This remission is conditional on the properties remaining farming (as the principal use).

It will apply only to the general rate which is charged on capital value. The remission will
not apply to the Uniform Annual General Charge nor to any other rates charged.

This policy has been reviewed following the last triennial revaluation of the District
(August 2024), and it was determined that it was fair and reasonable to continue
providing this remission to these properties. The policy will be further reviewed following
the next revaluation of the district in August 2027.
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Policy Objectives

The objective of this policy is to encourage land development in the Kawerau District to
stimulate employment opportunities and enhance the economic wellbeing of the
Community. To ensure the fair and equitable collection of rates from all ratepayers,
recognising that certain Maori owned lands have particular conditions, features,
ownership structures or other circumstances which make it appropriate to provide relief
from rates.

Definitions

Development — The development or re-development of any land in the District:

e By constructing, erecting, or altering any one or more buildings on the land for
the purpose of providing at least 10 new, or 9 additional household units; or

e By constructing, erecting, or altering any building or buildings, fixed plant and
machinery, or other works, intended to be used solely or principally for industrial
or commercial or administrative purposes (including hotels, motels and other
transient accommodation), or any combination of those purposes;

e Does not include the sub-division of land.

Employment opportunities — Employment creation, employment growth or
employment retention in the Kawerau District.

Policy Statement
Eligibility Criteria

Council will consider any application for development in the District which can
demonstrate that it will be likely to lead to employment opportunities.

Forms of Rates Relief

Council may remit or postpone (or a combination of these), part or all of the rates
otherwise payable on a property for any period subject to an annual application being
made. For guidance Council will consider if eligible and subject to all criteria of this policy,
applying a minimum of a 50% remission for two years.

Council may impose conditions on the remission of rates and may cancel any remission
for non-compliance, or if a project ceases to operate. In those circumstances, Council
may require payment of full rates in respect of any year in which rates have been
remitted. Council does not consider that granting rates relief according to a strict formula
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or code is either practical or desirable. This policy is considered to constitute adequate
guidelines for the consideration of applications.

Factors to be Considered

Council will have regard to the following matters when considering applications for rates
relief:

e Whether and to what extent, the development will create employment
opportunities. (NB: While actual job creation will be a strong factor in favour of
granting rates relief, potential for job creation will also be a positive factor).

« Whether and to what extent, the granting of rates relief would be of material
benefit to the development and the developer.

e Such other matters as Council may consider relevant.

Council does not consider rates to be of themselves a significant factor in a decision to
carry out a new development. However, Council shall take into account the fact that
rating relief may use this policy to assist the viability of a development and may use this
policy to assist in expediting such a development.

Procedures

Applications for rates relief should be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer.
Applications will be required to provide statements of intent, supporting critical statistics
and such other information as is reasonably necessary to enable Council to assess the
application in relation to this policy. Every decision of Council shall be publicly notified
and the notice shall include:

e The reasons for the decision to approve or decline the application; and
« If the application is approved, the identity of the occupier of the land and the
estimated amount of the rates remitted or postponed.

Council Policy Affecting Applications

The provisions of this policy constitute guidelines for the consideration of applications, as
the granting of rates relief according to a strict formula is neither practical nor desirable.
The ability of an applicant to meet the above requirements does not in itself constitute a
right to rates relief. Council will consider each application on its merits in relation to
Council's Economic Development Strategy
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Policy Objectives

The objective of this policy is to ensure the fair and equitable collection of rates from all
ratepayers, recognising that certain Maori owned lands have particular conditions,
features, ownership structures or other circumstances which make it appropriate to
provide relief from rates.

Policy Principles

The principles which underpin this policy are:

e That, as provided by section 91 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, Maori
freehold land is liable for rates in the same manner as if it were general land.

e That Council will decide on the provisions of rate relief on Maori Freehold Land
should any applications be received.

¢ That the policy does not provide for the permanent remission or postponement of
rate on the land concerned.

Definitions

Maori Freehold Land - Means land whose beneficial ownership has been
determined by the Maori Land Court by freehold order (that is; the Court has created a
title for the land and determined the beneficial owners to that land).

Background

The LGA requires Council to adopt a policy on the remission and postponement of rates
on Maori freehold land. A policy adopted under this requirement does not need to
provide for the remission and postponement of rates on Maori freehold land, but in
determining a policy, Council must consider the following matters:

1. The desirability and importance within the District of each of the objectives listed
below.

2. Whether and to what extent, the attainment of any of those objectives could be
prejudicially affected if there is no remission of rates or postponement of the
requirement to pay rates on Maori freehold land.

3. Whether and to what extent, the attainment of those objectives is likely to be
facilitated by the remission of rates or postponement of the requirement to pay rates
on Maori freehold land.
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4. The extent to which different criteria and conditions for rates relief may contribute to
different objectives.

The objectives that Council must consider are:

a) Supporting the use of the land by the owners for traditional purposes.

b) Recognising and supporting the relationship of Maori and its culture and traditions
with its ancestral lands.

c) Avoiding further alienation of Maori freehold land.

d) Facilitating any wish of the owners to develop the land for economic use.

e) Recognising and taking account of the presence of waahi tapu that may affect the
use of the land for other purposes.

f) Recognising and taking account of the importance of the land in providing
economic and infrastructure support for marae and associated papakainga
housing (whether on the land or elsewhere).

g) Recognising and taking account of the importance of the land for community goals
relating to:

i.  The preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment.

ii. The protection of outstanding natural features.

ii. The protection of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of
indigenous fauna

h) Recognising the level of community services provided to the land and its
occupiers

i) Recognising matters related to the physical accessibility of the land.

5. Policy Statement

Applications for rates remission or postponement should include the following
information:

e Details of the rating unit or units involved.
¢ Documentation that shows that the land qualifies as land whose beneficial ownership
has been determined by a freehold order issued by the Maori Land Court.

Council may, of its own volition, investigate and grant remission or postponement of rates
on any Maori freehold land in the District.

Relief and the extent thereof, are at the sole discretion of the Council and may be
cancelled and reduced at any time.

Council will give a remission or postponement of up to 100% of all rates for the year for
which it is applied, based on the extent to which the remission or postponement of rates
will achieve objectives described in the background section of this policy. In addition,
Council will consider how an application would provide for an efficient collection of rates
and the removal of rating debt.
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Policy Objectives

The objective of this policy is to enable Council to act fairly and reasonably when
considering applications for the remission of penalties on rates that have not been
received by Council.

Background

Council presently charges the following penalties on unpaid rates:

(a) Penalties on current rates that are not paid by the due date during the year.

(b) Penalties on rates charged in the previous financial year, which remain outstanding
on the first day of the new financial year or 5 working days after the resolution is made

(whichever is the later) and

(c) Further penalties charged on rates to which penalties were added under (b) and
remain unpaid 6 months after the day the penalty was added

Council has adopted the following remission policy to remit rates penalties as long as
specific criteria are met and the ratepayer has settled the outstanding rates.

Policy Statement

All applications for the remission of rates penalties must be in writing.
Rates must be paid in full before Council remits the penalties charged.

Council will consider applications for the remission of rates penalties in circumstances
where:

e Significant disruption to the ratepayer such as the death of a family member; or

e Matters outside the ratepayer’s control such as a late sales notice, have contributed
to a late payment and it is reasonable to remit the penalty; or

e The ratepayer is new to the District and for whatever reason did not receive a rate
invoice; or

e The ratepayer (that is in arrears) entered into an acceptable payment arrangement
and complied with those arrangements for the payment of all current rates and
arrears.
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(NB: A ratepayer who has been in arrears and has had penalties remitted will not be
eligible for a further remission of rate penalties for a period of 3 years).

The Chief Executive Officer is delegated to approve rate penalty remissions in
accordance with the conditions of this policy.
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Policy Objectives

The objective of this policy is to facilitate the on-going provision of sporting and cultural
opportunities for the Kawerau Community by ensuring that the rates charged to sporting
and cultural organisations that lease Council land, are on the same basis as if Council
was providing these services.

Policy Principles

The principles which underpin this policy are that the level of rates charged to sporting
and cultural organisations should be affordable (for the organisation) as well as fair and
equitable, where the provision of the sporting and cultural opportunities are on a non-
commercial basis.

Background

There are current leases where Council owned reserve or recreation reserve land is
leased to organisations to provide sporting and cultural activities.

From a rates perspective, if the organisations do not hold a liquor license and the
organisation is liable for 50% of the general rates plus service charges (water,
wastewater & refuse charges), Council considers that it is equitable and efficient to remit
the rates excluding the service charges to facilitate and support the sporting and cultural
organisations.

Policy Criteria

Council will grant a 100% remission for the general rate charged to sporting and cultural
organisations that are leasing Council reserve and recreational reserve land and not
holding a liquor license.

This remission is conditional on the properties continuing to provide sporting and cultural
services to the community, and also not holding a liquor license.

The remission policy will apply to the general rate (charged on capital value and the
Uniform Annual General Charge). However, it will not apply to targeted rates for services
(water, wastewater & refuse) which will be charged to these organisations on a quarterly
basis.
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Policy Objectives

The objectives of this policy are to ensure that the rates charged to the specific properties
that have joined the Kawerau District as of 1 September 2024 are not unreasonably high
as these properties transition to the Kawerau District rating system.

Policy Principles

The level of rates charged for boundary adjusted properties should be fair and equitable.

Background

Council’s rating system has two differentials for the general rate:

¢ Residential (which includes rural lifestyle) and
¢ Industrial/Commercial

In September 2024, following a boundary adjustment, 18 properties were transferred into
the Kawerau District. These properties straddled the boundary of both districts and are
largely undeveloped rural properties (described as “Rural Foothills in Whakatane’s
District Plan)

This remission is similar to the farm properties remission that was introduced following
the first boundary reorganisation in 2012 and was introduced for the rates charged to be
comparable with other Councils’ similar properties.

Policy Statement

Council will grant a 50% remission for 2025/26 for the general rate charged to Boundary
Reorganisation properties comprising the following assessment numbers (NB these are
the WDC assessments which will be updated for the new Kawerau assessment
numbers):

07181/456.00A
07181/456.00B
07181/456.00C
07181/389.00B
07181/458.01
07181/461.00
07181/460.00
07181/462.00
07181/463.00
07181/038.00
07181/038.01
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07181/039.00
07181/052.00
07181/050.00

This remission is conditional on the properties continuing in their current primary use and
the remission will apply until such time as the properties use changes and/or property is
developed.

The remission will apply only to the general rate which is charged on capital value. The
remission will not apply to the Uniform Annual General Charge nor to any other rates
charged.

This policy will be reviewed following each district revaluation of the district to determine
if it is fair and reasonable to continue providing this remission to the stated properties.
The next district revaluation is due in August 2027.
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