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1. Policy Objectives 

The objectives of this policy are to ensure that the rates charged to the specific properties 
that have joined the Kawerau District as of 1 September 2024 are not unreasonably high 
as these properties transition to the Kawerau District rating system.  
 

 

2. Policy Principles 

The level of rates charged for boundary adjusted properties should be fair and equitable. 
 
 

3. Background 
Council’s rating system has two differentials for the general rate: 
 

• Residential (which includes rural lifestyle) and 
• Industrial/Commercial 

 
In September 2024, following a boundary adjustment, 18 properties were transferred into 
the Kawerau District.  These properties straddled the boundary of both districts and are 
largely undeveloped rural properties (described as “Rural Foothills in Whakatāne’s 
District Plan)  
 
This remission is similar to the farm properties remission that was introduced following 
the first boundary reorganisation in 2012 and was introduced for the rates charged to be 
comparable with other Councils’ similar properties.  

 
 

4. Policy Statement 
Council will grant a 50% remission for 2025/26 for the general rate charged to Boundary 
Reorganisation properties comprising the following assessment numbers (NB these are 
the WDC assessments which will be updated for the new Kawerau assessment 
numbers): 
 

07181/456.00A  
07181/456.00B 
07181/456.00C 
07181/389.00B 
07181/458.01 
07181/461.00 
07181/460.00 
07181/462.00 
07181/463.00 
07181/038.00 
07181/038.01 
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07181/039.00 
07181/052.00 
07181/050.00 

 
This remission is conditional on the properties continuing in their current primary use and 
the remission will apply until such time as the properties use changes and/or property is 
developed. 
 
The remission will apply only to the general rate which is charged on capital value.  The 
remission will not apply to the Uniform Annual General Charge nor to any other rates 
charged. 
 
This policy will be reviewed following each district revaluation of the district to determine 
if it is fair and reasonable to continue providing this remission to the stated properties. 
The next district revaluation is due in August 2027. 
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